Rector’s Report

During this year 2012, in the 3-year lectionary cycle, we are in Year B and will have most Gospel readings from the Gospel of Mark. The Gospel begins with “The Beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” There is no baby, no manger, no angels or shepherds. We are at the river Jordan for the baptism of Jesus. An ancient scholar wrote at the baptism there was a holy collision of “water” – “word” and “spirit”. For Mark, the stark reality of Jesus’ baptism begins his ministry, and an unbroken chain of events both wonderful and at times painful. That ministry reaches down through history to us in this moment! 

The ministry of word, sacrament and outreach that we exercise in this parish is directly linked through our baptisms to the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan. Where has that ministry been carried out? In our parish, with our families, in our schools, in our work places, amongst those we meet in the broader London community and way beyond our city.  We have been and continue to be involved in the incredible ministry of God’s kingdom. I am so grateful to experience with you times of ministry and faith! Thank you! 

2011 has been a year of changes for the St. John’s family. Sadly, we have experienced the loss of many good friends through death. This has been particularly difficult for me and I know for many of you. Hopefully, we take comfort in the knowledge that they are at peace in God’s presence. Thankfully we have also experienced many newcomers to St. John’s. In March we invited over 60 newcomers, either as families or individuals, to a Newcomers Luncheon. Since that time we have had a number of individuals or families joining our St. John’s family. As these new parishioners become part of our community it is vitally important that we welcome them and be as helpful and positive as possible. What a wonderful gift to our parish these people are! To our new friends, may God bless you as we grow together in ministry and faith! 

Ministry at St. John’s involves so many, many people. You all play a role in the work of God’s kingdom. Some do so through worship, some through gifts of resources (time, talent or finances), and others through prayer, and outreach. All this is necessary in order for our calling to be God’s people to succeed. For all you do I am deeply grateful.

The ongoing work of our Worship Committee under Bruce Tuck, with the Music Ministry of Jenny Godwin, David and Sara Hall, our Junior, Senior, Intermediate and Bell Choirs, St. John’s Marching Band and the offering of many others wonderfully enhances our worship. 


The work of the Altar Guild under Catherine Ingram and Margaret Ford with the four teams this year is deeply appreciated. 

Under the direction of Nancy Bol, the Sides persons all do superb work. The Intercessors, Lay Administrators, Servers Guild also provide valuable ministry. 

Church School, the Nursery and Youth Ministry are thriving under the supervision of our clergy associates, Patty and Rob Luxton and Youth Leader Grace Sandor.  They have provided wonderful ministry. The care of our young and their ministry is a high priority for us. 


Communication is also a high priority and we are always trying to improve. Our secretary, Kate Drum assisted by Bruce Tuck and Angela Campbell do tremendous work on a weekly basis producing the worship and ministry bulletin. Spencer Sandor is working diligently on St. John’s web site (www.stjohnslondon.ca). Bob and Michael Hayman do outstanding work on our quarterly newsletter The Banner. Many of you receive it electronically which saves considerably on postage costs. Hopefully, more and more parishioners will choose to receive it this way. 

Chris Atkinson and the Property Committee keep our building and grounds in excellent condition. We are grateful to them for the work they do. Paul Petersen and Vonni Collyer look after 284 St. James Street. Tony Rudd provides wonderful care of our gardens. To all, thanks for your work!

John Thompson and the Outreach Ministry Team, with Martha Calhoun, Mary Anne Campbell, Lynn Bice and the serving, cooking and shopping teams of our Meals Program, keep the vital areas of Outreach active and productive. The Outreach Ministry and all who support the activities and events which we undertake, is in direct response to the call of the Gospel to care for others. Thank you all! 


Pastoral Care and Prayer Ministry are also part of the Outreach Ministry at St. John’s. To the dozens of people involved in Pastoral Care work, the Prayer Chain, Healing Prayer Ministry, and the Alongsiders:  May God continue to bless you and our parish as you continue to work in these vital ministry activities. 


Administration and financial care of a parish is critical. St. John’s has been blessed with many gifted people through the years who have under taken ministry in these areas. Our Treasurer, David Haak, our Envelope Secretary, Bill Fleming, Warren Jones and Alison Hannay, our Senior Wardens, Deputy Wardens, Sharrone Sandor and John Thompson, with Cathy Blake our Vestry Clerk and the Parish Council for 2011, worked hard on our behalf. To all: You have ministered well in this part of God’s vineyard. Thank you!

Warren and Alison finish their 2-year term as wardens and are moving on to other areas of ministry. Warren and his wife Marilyn coordinated the Christmas Hamper program this year which is a huge undertaking and will continue in 2012. We are grateful for their work and for the support many of you gave in response to an extraordinary need. Warren and Alison: We wish you well in your ministry endeavours in the future.

Sharrone and John will be serving as Senior Wardens in 2012. Michael Hannay has accepted my invitation to serve as Deputy Rector’s Warden . Cathy Blake has accepted nomination for the position of Deputy People’s Warden. I look forward to working with these four gifted individuals in ministry this coming year. 

Hospitality continues to be a tremendous part of ministry at St. John’s. As coordinator of the Sunday Hospitality teams, Mary McIntyre with her ten team captains and team members do an outstanding job providing our coffee hours each Sunday. In addition, Mary and many people from the parish provide for our occasional parish luncheons. In addition, for six Sundays of the year, parish organizations or groups provide a breakfast or brunch. The hospitality that has been exercised through these activities certainly helps to build and nurture community!


One very important and vital ministry we need to highlight is the Funeral Hospitality Outreach. There are 29 women serving on four teams which exercise a warm, gracious and sensitive ministry to bereaved families. I would like to express our appreciation to these people and others who have been part of this outreach in the past.  Our Hospitality ministry, the ministry of St. John’s Women, the activities of our men’s fellowship, our Sunday breakfasts and events such as our New Year’s Eve celebration provide great ministry and fellowship for our parishioners.

The congregation of the Church of St. John the Evangelist came together in 1854. From that time until 1888 the congregation worshipped for a time with the Chapter House of the Diocese of Huron. On Sunday, November 11, 1888, the first service was held in the beautiful newly erected church at 280 St. James Street. The year 2013 is the 125th Anniversary of our worship center. The 125th Anniversary Steering Committee is comprised of Nancy Bell, John Biehn , Cory Davies, Mary Ellen Kirk and Vonni Collyer . Parishioners have been enlisted for the anniversary sub-committees. The plans are well under way and the committee will be looking for ideas, enthusiasm and support! Stay tuned.
2012 has been a busy year. I would like to thank our assistants, The Rev. Rob Luxton and The Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton for all they have done for our parishioners and for me personally. In what has been a somewhat difficult year for your Rector, their assistance has been wonderful. The Venerable Mickey Chovaz, The Venerable Archie Skirving and The Rev. Doug Mackenzie have also assisted greatly. Thank - you gentlemen. Our student, Shaun Eaton and our Intern Rishi Sativihari, have provided me with an opportunity to assist in the formation of their spiritual life and in turn, they have helped in my ongoing spiritual growth.  Our secretary, Kate Drum has assisted your Rector and the parish with great dedication.  The ministry team of parishioners and Lay ordained staff at St. John’s is truly a blessing.  So, to the devoted staff, wardens, council and parishioners: Thank you for your support and may God continue to bless us in our work and ministry.
God Bless,

The Rev. Canon Donald R. Ford

