
“And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:14) 

The Gospel of John says that Jesus is 
the “word” (in the Greek “logos”) who came 
down from heaven and dwelt among us in 
the flesh. Although this is the only place in 
John’s gospel that Jesus is called the word, it 
is a powerful image of the Christ. It is a 
wonderful introduction to the significance of 
the Christ. As the word becomes flesh, the 
Christ is God’s self-communications, the 
major means of divine-human communion. 
John says that the Word came to tent among 
us, in Greek it means “he pitched his tent 
among us”. As God in the flesh, Jesus was 
more than words can say, but never less than 
words. Jesus is God’s sermon to us, God’s 
word to which all our words in all our ser-
mons point. Jesus is God’s gift to us to help 
us deal with our flesh and our materi-
ality. So on a starlit night God 
slipped among us, assumed our 
flesh and was born among us. We 
celebrate God in the flesh and 
God with us. It was a pecu-
liar, unexpected thing for a 
God to do. After all, we 
think of God as spiritual 

not fleshy. Godly is what we are when we 
are spiritual when we rise above the deca-
dence of this world. The Christmas story 
says no to this view. The manger and the 
birth of Jesus says to us the Word became 
flesh. We are animals – frail, finite, limited. 
You cannot come up to God, therefore, God 
comes to you. This is what the incarnation 
means. This what Christmas means. Christ-
mas is the feast of the Incarnation in the 
church’s year. It is that time of year when 

we celebrate that God 
comes to us to help 
us and to show us 
how to live. God 
became a person 
with a face, and 
a name, was 
born among 
us, in the 
flesh. There 

are some implications of this story of Christ-
mas. If we are going to meet this God, we 
will need to do it here, now in the flesh, be-
cause that is where God is. If we are going 
to worship this God made flesh, we will 
need to do it here. This is why we come to 
church at Christmas and each Sunday of the 
year, we come seeking to get close to God 
and to give us refreshment from our world. 
The church in its wisdom says to us, “Here. 
Have some bread. Drink some wine. This is 
as godly as we get.” The good news of the 
Christmas Story is that God comes to us to 
redeem our fleshly existence by his pres-
ence. We don’t need anymore to try vainly 
to shed ourselves and somehow rise up to 
him; he descends to us, meets us where we 
are, as we are. God makes our flesh a sacra-
ment, a means of his grace, an outward and 
visible sign of his inward and spiritual 
power. God challenges us to make a differ-
ence in our world by living lives of loving 
and caring ministry in his name. Please join 
us this Christmas Season as we remember 
once again the story of God’s love for all of 
us. 

 

We wish you God’s 
Richest Blessing this 
Christmas Season and 
Always, 

Canon Don, 
Rev. Patty and 
Rev. Rob. 
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Friday December 9 (7:30 pm) 
The Spirit of Christmas 

with the Forest City Singers and the 
Peniel Handbell Choir. A fun choir of 
60+ voices who generously  love to 
sing. Tickets are $15 and will be avail-
able at the door and the church office 

 

Sunday December 11 (10:30 am) 
Advent 3—Holy Eucharist 
 

Wednesday December 14 (7:00 pm) 
Quiet Christmas 

Take time for quiet reflection during 
the hustle and bustle of this busy sea-
son 

Sunday December 18 (10:30 am) 
Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

Once again we anticipate the birth of 
Christ with readings and music 

Saturday December 24 
Christmas Eve—Holy Eucharist 

•4:00 pm: Children’s Christmas Service 

•7:00 pm: Family Christmas Service 
  Junior Choir 

•10:00 pm: Candlelight Choral Eucharist 
  Special Music 

Celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Gifts from the Rector for all children.  

 
Christmas Eve Reception 
(between the 7 pm and 10 pm services) 

We welcome you to s reception in the 
Parish Hall between the 7pm and 
10pm services. 

Sunday December 25— 10:30 am) 
Christmas Day—Holy Eucharist  
 
Saturday December 31, 2011 

New Year’s Eve at St. John’s 
Ring in the New Year with us at this 
annual celebration 

 
Sunday January 1, 2012 (10:30 am) 

New Year’s Day 
Holy Eucharist  

Christmas 2011 
God’s Greatest Gift to Us 

Christmas Services  
Quentin Hall 
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Letter from Buule Family 
 
Following an inquiry from St. John’s asking 
how the Buule Family was doing in Edmonton, 
the letter below was received : 
 
From Zainab Ali, Cali Buule, 
Samsam and Ugraash. 

All of us we send you great greeting, we 
are in a good health, we so sorry for late of the 
feedback of you message we get difficult for 
writing. When we come to Edmonton we get 
little bit of awkward for the life here for the 
adopting the weather, here sometimes we get 
cold weather but these days we have hot 
weather, newcomer for Edmonton faces diffi-
cult when they come to Edmonton. The first 
week we went to Albert Employment and Im-
migration for asking support home furniture 
and they rejected for us. But they granted us 
(1173 CAD) as welfare, and we pay 850 for 
rent above that tv, cable, and electric, you feel 
new life, we applied a lot of jobs at least 10 
different companies and we are waiting them, 
and we registered for the school and they put 
us a waiting list. We changed the health card 
and we filled form for the Dr family and we are 
waiting for their call. And the children they 
feeling very well, we didn’t get children for 
their ages to play with them, but we have play-
ground and we go there every afternoon... We 
get half of home furniture like beds but we did 
not get a lot for the lack of money like sitting 
chair or couch (sofa) and dining table and 
chairs. ... At the end please say HI! to all the 
people of the church, we send respectful greet-
ing to all of you. And thanks and we miss you. 

Love come from 
Ugraash, Samsam, Zainab and Cali. 

Christmas greetings from parishioners to 
the Buule family would be welcomed.  Their 
address is 

Apt. 2, 13046 82nd Street NW 
Edmonton AB T5E 2T5. 

Letter to the Editor 
Date: September 23, 2011  

Subject: The Story of St. Aidan’s Windsor 

 

After reading the story in the September 
Banner about the litigation results in Win-
dsor I thought it’s too bad the guys in 
charge of the Diocese who make these 
bone-headed decisions don’t have to get re
-elected to stay in power. These are politi-
cal decisions and they should be treated the 
same way. 

Got to thinking that if we could circulate a 
petition of the parishioners in the Diocese 
maybe there would be enough support to 
convince the decision makers to change 
course and get rid of the lawyers. 

Gerry Fenwick 

 

Editor comment: 

Update: Legal costs as reported to date at 
Diocesan Budget Deanery presentation 
2011 

2008 (actual) $2,015 

2009 (actual) $198,676 

2010 (actual) $134,739 

2011 (budget) $10,000 

Unconfirmed reliable source to the Editor 
reports total legal expenses to date ap-
proximately $500,000. and selling property 
to St. Aidan’s is the likely outcome. 

The Buule family 
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Outreach Dinner 
The Outreach Saturday Night Dinner program contin-

ued  in  full swing during the Autumn. 

This team on Saturday November 5  served 152 meals to 
the guests who arrived that evening. Menu: Ham, scalloped 
potatoes, mixed vegetables, fruit salad, cookies, orange 
juice, milk, coffee. 

 

Parish News 

Christmas Emporium 
 

St. John’s Fall Food Drive 
By John Thompson 

In early November we delivered 64 very heavy reusable gro-
cery bags, filled with non-perishables, to the Daily Bread Food 
Bank at St. Paul’s. 

Does this make a difference? Judge for yourselves. 
The following is an email from the coordinator of that program: 

Thank you to the parishioners of St. John the Evangelist for the 
proceeds of your recent food drive. All food drives are important 
and helpful in keeping our shelves stocked to serve the 900 or so 
families that visit Daily Bread every month. Each month, we pur-
chase over $5, 000 worth of groceries and this cost would in-
crease significantly without the extra food donations from the 
community, which in a good month may be equal in value. We 
also have been providing emergency financial aid to families 
who have had utility disconnects and other crucial needs in these 
tight and difficult economic times and all these resources are 
possible due to the generous monetary donations from our sup-
porting churches and individuals. Your efforts, prayers and gen-
erosity are welcome, appreciated and hopefully will continue. 

Sincerely, 
Jane Moffat 

In Toronto, 45% of food bank users are single people, and 20% 
are single parents. 24% are in the 45-64 years of age demographic, 
and 28% have a university or other postgraduate degree! 

Why do they use the food bank? Again, in Toronto the average 
food bank user pays 72% of household income on housing – in 
other words, the trade-off for a roof over one’s head is often hunger. 

These numbers are undoubtedly similar here in London. Food 
banks are essential – but as long as they exist they are a vivid con-
demnation of the way our society shares, or fails to share, its 
wealth. 

From left: Mike Macicjewsk (Masters student UWO) 
Chris Atkinson, Shaun Eaton, Jerry Lidington, Anne Hayman, 
Pat Knowles,  John Biehn, Sherri Wells,  Sandy Lidington. 

A successful Christmas Em-
porium was held in the Par-
ish Hall on Friday 
November 25 and Saturday 
November 26. 

Pumpkin Carving 

A costume party 
and potluck supper 
was held on 
Friday October 28. 
The highlight was 
Creative Pumpkin 
Carving 
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September 23 was a significant day for 
St. John’s parishioners, as the Rector Don 
Ford was able to demonstrate to us person-
ally in a variety of ways, what he had been 
frequently telling us, the joys of growing up 
in his home, with family and schooling life 
all in Newfoundland. Eighty six people ac-
cepted his invitation to dinner in the Parish 
Hall to enjoy a special evening of music, 
pictures, stories of the history and geogra-
phy of this fascinating land, all topped off 
with sharing a tasty typical Newfoundland 
dinner c/w all the trimmings. 

Those lucky enough to attend were wel-
comed into a hall which was decorated 
around the perimeter with colored labeled 
photographs portraying some of the pictur-
esque villages of the Province. Settling in at 
our long tables and enjoying liquid refresh-
ments, we were privileged to hear Don at 
the podium weave tales of his life growing 
up in Buchans and Cows Head as part of a 
large family. As he spoke, a series of col-
oured slides were projected on a large 
screen behind him which demonstrated 
visually the beauty of this rugged land.  

Dinner time arrived, having been 
cooked by Robin Clow and Don with the 
assistance of his wife Margaret together 
with Cathy Blake and Mary Mcintyre. 

The menu featured boiled cottage roll, 
with cabbage, turnip, carrots and potatoes, 
cranberry dressing, and partridge berry 
sauce, with small pies with molasses coady 
and figgy pudding for dessert. Large quart 
jars of uncooked beans were the centre-
piece at each table and were given away at 
the conclusion of the meal. 

Following dinner, we all joined in a 
sing-song of some Newfie traditional 
songs led by Don and accompanied by 
Margaret on the piano. Jack Was Every 
Inch a Sailor and ending with Ode to New-
foundland. 

It was a great evening put on by the 
team “Come from a’way”! 

Newfoundland 
Evening 

The capable serving staff enjoy their meal Don relates a Newfie 
story to a skeptical 
Vonnie Collyer 

Canon Don 
extols the 
history of 
Newfoundland 

Guests enjoying the evening 
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Spanish melodies filled the Parish 
Hall on Sunday November 13 when a 
large number of parishioners and guests 
sat down in a  beautifully decorated hall 
at tables for food and drink. All enjoyed a 
unique musical concert performed by 
Carlo and Irma Alba. Carlos played the 
guitar and Irma was the vocalist. 

St. John’s parishioners may not have 
realized that this talented couple, in their 
“day jobs”, faithfully attend at St. John’s 
regularly, undertaking professionally all 
the difficult janitorial services required to 
keep our church looking spic and span 

Carlos was born in Chihuahua, Mex-
ico, joined the church choir at age 7, took 
piano lessons, eventually took up the gui-
tar and joined with another musician and 
performed for two years playing at bars 
in Mexico City. 

Irma was born in Zacatecas, Mexico 
grew and up loving singing, moved to 
Mexico City, met Carlos, fell in love, and 
got married. They have two daughters 
and started singing together first as a 
hobby for family reunions and later pro-
fessionally. They moved to Canada 6 
years ago, and have been attending to our 
needs at the church for the last year or so.  

Kevin and Daphne Bice befriended 
them and, learning of their musical tal-
ents, invited them to perform a concert at 
our Church, which resulted in this splen-

did evening of “The Music of Mexico” 

We are indebted to many from the 
Parish who put together such a wonderful 
evening,organized by the Halls, the 
Fords, the Munns, the Bices, Sue Waring 
and Carl. 

Quoting from a Reviewer.Carlos and 
Irma Alba performed wonderfully. They 
filled the hall with passion and soul. 
Irma's voice was resonant with the sto-
ries of lost love that she portrayed . Car-
los supported her singing so capably 
with his varied guitar arrangements. 

Others on the 
production team 
provided the chili, 
salad and cookies. 
Win Jette and 
M a r y  L y n n 
Berthelet made 
batches of the spe-
c i a l  M e x i c a n 
chocolate chip 
cookies, Doris Pe-
tersen and Patty 
Dobbs Luxton pro-

vided gluten-free and kid-friendly chili,. 
Winona Waring created an enormous 
number of paper decorations to string and 
paper flowers to festoon the windows, 
Mike Godwin provided expert sound 
technician advice, Mark Luxton helped 
on the sound crew and Evelyn Godwin 
was on hand to help with the decoration 
of the hall.  

It was a magnificent gathering en-
joyed by all! 

Carlos and Irma gave us a beautiful 
“bohemia”! 

Mexico ‘Magnifico’ 

Confirmation 2011 
Back row, left to right: Don Ford, James Hannay, 

Moses Francis, Cameron Howes, William Charl-
ton, Ben Haak, Heri Francis, John Thompson, 
Emily Haak, Dwayne Comodore. 

Middle row : Patty Dobbs Luxton, Quentin Hall, 
Bishop Bob Bennett, Emily Sandor, Mairen Clow. 

Front row: Erica Howes, Michelle Baya, 
Rob Luxton 

Absent: Laura Ferguson 

A Confirmation Ser-
vice for the Deanery of 
Brough was held in St. 
John’s on Sunday after-
noon October 30. Rt. 
Rev Bob Bennett offici-
ated. Thirteen members 
of St. John’s were 
among the candidates 
who were confirmed 
that day. 

Members of the 
Youth Group acted as 
servers, sidespeople, 
greeters and readers at 
the morning service. 

The Production Team 

 

Deanery Service 

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line
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Alias, “Our Youth Group” 
 

Some Activities 

Brunch 
Sunday. November 6 

A very tasty brunch fundraiser was served 
by the MOB at the 10:30 service on Sunday 
November 6. It featured a “Hash Brown Egg 
Bake for a crowd” complete with  juice, fruit, 
.coffee and was enjoyed by a large crowd of 
parishioners. Conversation flowed and back-
ground music was provided by Erica Howes, 
piano and Grace Sandor, vocalist. Sharone 
Sandor shared with the Banner her successful 
recipe for the featured dish. 

Ingredients (makes 3 pans) 
 5.5 kg frozen cubed hash brown 

potatoes, thawed 
 6 pounds sliced bacon, cooked 

and crumbled 
 3 340g pkg shredded cheddar cheese 
 ½ teaspoon salt 
 4 dozen eggs 
 3 litres milk 
  paprika 

For each baking pan, combine 1/3 of the 
hash browns, 2 pounds of bacon, 1 package 
cheese and ½ tsp salt. Spoon into a lined bak-
ing pan. In a bowl, beat 16 eggs, and 1 litre of 
milk until smooth; pour over hash brown mix-
ture. Sprinkle with paprika. Bake uncovered at 
350 degrees F for 45-50 minutes until golden. 

It was terrific! 

“Reign of Christ” Service 
Sunday November 20, the Youth Group led 
the 10:30 service. 

Music was by their own choir and pianists 
plus the Junior Choir. Prayers and readings 
were by their members and the Homily, com-
posed by the group, was given in sections by 
different members. Some highlights of the 
Homily are below:  

Today is Reign of Christ Sunday. It is the 
last Sunday of the church year and we have 
decided to reflect on this past year under the 
reign of Christ. Jesus affects us immensely in 
how we live our lives. Jesus helps us choose 
the right path. We all have been raised and 
brought up together under the reign of Christ. 
We have learned how to understand and live 
in God’s ways and to know that God will al-

The MOB 
Ministry of Believers 

Brunch Guests 

ways be at our side no matter 
what. The reign of Christ affects 
us each day, not only in Church 
every Sunday but every day, 
everywhere in our lives.  

As members of the MoB (or 
Ministry of Believers) we feel 
that we have done many things 
together that affect us through 
the reign of Christ. 

The next step in our faith 
journey together, is to take part 
in CLAY (Canadian Lutheran/
Anglican Youth). CLAY is a 
seven day national youth con-
ference held biannually that 
will take place in Saskatoon this 
August. The Diocese of Huron 
has set a goal of sending 100 
youth from Huron to Saskatoon. 
We are all very excited about 
the fundraisers we are planning 
to help us reach our goal of 
$15,000 to assist ten youth from 
our parish attend CLAY this 
summer. 

Raising $1500 per youth 
member is a difficult task, but 
we are hoping that you will be 
able to help us to reach our goal 
by supporting our 
fundraisers. 

We feel that 
CLAY is not just 
about the youth in this 
parish or even in this 
diocese but about the 
national community of 
Christian youth in 
Canada.  

Reign of Christ Service 

 

 

Staff
Line



The Banner                                                                                   7                                                                          December 2011  

 

St. John’s congregation and the choir 
in particular, are very pleased to have 
Stephen McClatchie rejoin our Parish 
Family, now that he has returned to Lon-
don to become the new Principal at 
Huron University College. The Banner 
Editor was lucky recently to meet him 
for lunch briefly away from his College 
responsibilities and catch up on his re-
markable career since he was last here in 
1996. The subsequent Q and A follows. 
 

Can you recap for us your earlier years in 
London? 
 

I was born here, and attended Northridge 
Public School and Lucas Secondary 
School where in each I sang in the school 
choirs, and at High School I played clarinet 
in bands under Dave Williams and Bob 
Kennedy.  
 

What church did you attend? 
My family were strong members of Robin-
son United and I sang in choirs both at 
New St. James and Wesley Knox where I 
was a section head. 
 

What program did you follow when at-
tending UWO? 
I enjoyed Music History, majored in voice, 
and obtained a B.Mus, (Honours Music 
History) and later in 1994 a Ph.D 
(Systematic Musicology). My research 
dealt primarily with Austro-German music 
between 1850 and 1945, with a particular 
focus on Richard Wagner and Gustav 
Mahler. 
 

What took you away from Western? 
After two years of post doc work and 
teaching here I wanted to move on and in 
1996 I accepted a position as a Professor 
teaching Music History at the University of 

Regina, (12,500 students) That was the 
only University Music teaching position 
open in Canada that year. I was lucky to 
get the job! 
 

Did you enjoy working in Regina? 
Very much so. I was teaching there for 10 
years and in 2002 I was appointed Associ-
ate Vice President Academic. This ex-
panded my responsibilities beyond the mu-
sic field. While in Regina, I joined the 
choir and sang at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
which had a fine Organist and Choir Direc-
tor, and there I was introduced to the An-
glican Liturgy and Choral Evensong. 
 

What took you away from Regina? 
A position was open at Mount Allison Uni-
versity (2400 students) in Sackville, NB. I 
applied and was accepted into this very 
different job, which involved heavy Ad-
ministrative responsibilities. It carried the 
title of Vice President Academic and Re-
search and Provost. I was really the 2 IC 
on the campus. The President was involved 
in Fund raising, Alumni affairs, Govern-
ment liaison. It was a very busy life but a 
tremendous experience, but unfortunately 
left no time for extra curricular activities or 
church life. I was there from 2006 to 2011 
when Huron called! 
 

What was the attraction that brought you 
back to London? 
The opportunity to become involved as the 
Principal of Huron University College! 
Huron is a small school (1330 students) 
with two faculties, Arts and Theology, but 
it has a reputation as a centre of excellence 
in University Teaching. 
 

In your opinion, what are the main fea-
tures that Huron offers students? 
It has small classes, averaging 45 students 
at a session. This offers opportunities for 
the students to interact with the Professors 
within the classroom and in extra curricu-
lar activities, and they get to know each 
other by name, which is not possible at 

large Universities like 
UWO. 75% of the under-
graduate students live in 
residence on campus at 
Huron. 
 

What are the fees?  
Undergraduate fees are 
the same as UWO—
$5500 per year, a number 
that has risen dramati-
cally over the last few 
years due to Provincial 
Government withdrawal 
of funding. 
 

 
 
 

Why is Huron introducing a 
Chair of 
Islamic Studies into the Theology 
curriculum? 
It is one of the Abrahamic religions along 
with Judaism and Christianity. The Muslim 
communities of London and Windsor have 
raised $1,000,000 to fund this program, 
and they, as minorities, are anxious to have 
their faith taught and explained correctly to 
the Canadian population. Huron will be the 
only school in Canada to offer this pro-
gram. The International Institute of Islamic 
Thought, a US organization, is matching 
the funding raised by the community for 
this Chair. Dr. Ingrid Mattson, a noted Is-
lamic scholar, assumes her position here at 
Huron on July1, 2012. 
 

What is the biggest challenge facing you? 
To have the right number of right students 
and insure that they have the best experi-
ence they can have. 
 

Why would one want to earn a Liberal 
Arts Degree in these economically chal-
lenging times? 
I argue that a liberal arts degree can help 
create engaged and educated citizens who 
will solve not only today’s problems but 
also the problems that may be ahead. 
 

At your installation service, Mayor Joe 
Fontana offered his services to play 
drums and accompany you at any upcom-
ing singing engagements you might have. 
Have you accepted this offer? 
No opportunity has arisen as yet! 

A Conversation with 
Steve McClatchie 

 

St. John’s 
Choir mem-
bers sing at 
the service 

Bishop Bob Bennett, Dr. Steve McClatchie, 
Tim Duncanson, Chair of Executive Board 
Huron University College at the Installation 
Service on October 28. 

View from choir loft of Chapel at Installation service 
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White Wedding 
By Devoted Father Rev. Bill White 

A wedding of interest to all parishioners took 
place at St. John’s on October 8 when Meghan (nee 
Keelan), daughter of Bryan Keelan and Val Koning 
Keelan of Peterborough, married Bill White, son of 
Rev’d Fr. Bill White, and Liesel (Elisabeth) White, 
who are now living in Woodstock.  

Bill is an Associate Engineer with CH2M Hill 
working out of the Toronto Office. 

Officiant and Celebrant was Fr. Bill White as-
sisted by clergy: Rev’d Fr. Canon Don Ford, Rev’d 
Paul Sodtke, and Rev’d Laura Marie Piotrowicz.   

Rev. Bill is currently the rector of Christ 
Church (Oxford Centre) St. John’s (Eastwood) and 
St. Paul’s (Princeton). 

The Organist was Ralph Thorne and the Recep-
tion was held at Mocha Shrine Centre, Colborne St., 
London. 

The couple enjoyed a brief honeymoon in 
Goderich. Despite the recent devastation there, Bill 
and Meg felt that, particularly in light of the town’s 
desperation, they simply would not re-schedule 
their time there and in fact they extended their stay 
a day longer than originally planned. 

The couple have made their home in Newmar-
ket. 

Meg and Bill chose to be married at St. John’s 
because of the close emotional connection that Bill 
and his parents felt to the parish, and their families 
express deep appreciation to Don, the altar guild, 
and the parish for hosting the wedding at St. John’s. 
Bill Sr. and Liesel still consider St. John’s to be, in 
many ways, their “home parish”. 

Parishioners in the News 
Luc Tessier debuts in “South Pacific” 

A rising star on the Stage of Lon-
don, Ontario is 7 year old Luc 
Tessier, who was a superb performer 
in the recent UWO Faculty of Music 
production of South Pacific. He 
played the role of one of the children 
of Emile DeBeque, the plantation 
owner (played by Mike Rusnak), who 
sang the memorable song Some En-
chanted Evening. 

Luc played his part professionally 
in several scenes and, having memo-
rized his lines, delivered them with 
clarity and confidence. His previous 
experience has included parts in 
Christmas Pageants at St. John’s. He 
follows his parents John and Sherry Tessier into this demanding and 
creative world of the theatre and all of his fans at St. John’s wish 
him well in future engagements! 

 

Slaying the Giant! 
Parishioner Bill Rudd is to be congratulated in persevering sin-

gle handedly his pursuit of  justice in the high finance and complex 
world of commercial Life Insurance.  

As reported in the Banner issue of  December 2009 “A Modern 
Morality Story - or a St. John’s Parishioner’s Attempt to Right a 
Wrong”, in a dispute with the Great West Life, on behalf of 1.8 mil-
lion participating policyholders of London Life and Great West Life. 
Bill contended that the transaction of millions of dollars ($220 mil-
lion) from participating policyholders’ accounts to pay for takeover 
costs when the companies merged in 2007 was wrong. 

A subsequent Lawsuit, was launched and, following a lengthy 
trial  in 2009, a Judge of the local Superior Court rendered a judg-
ment finding the Great West Life guilty and ordering their payment 
of $400 million including interest and other penalties. 

Great West Life appealed this decision, and the subsequent 
hearing was held in Toronto in June of this year.  

There, the three member Appeal Court of Judges confirmed the 
original decision, that the Great West Company had breached the 
Insurance Company Act and general accounting principles and had 
unlawfully used funds from the policyholders account. 

The Appeals court reversed another item and declined to deter-
mine the exact amount to be paid back referring this calculation to 
the  original Trial Judge. 

Congratulations to Bill for his years of diligent 
work in supporting the biblical admonition in the 
Old Testament “Thou Shall Not Steal”. 

      Luc with Mike Rusnak 

Bill Rudd 
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Christmas Pageant 
Sunday December 4, 2011 

A large cast of young 
people skillfully 

portrayed the Christmas 
Story. It was a wonderful 
presentation directed by 
Patty Dobbs Luxton and 

Sherry Tessier. 

The Pageant was accompanied by the 
40th anniversary edition of the St. 
John’s Marching Band and Orchestra, 
under the direction of Maestro David 
Hall since 1981. 
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Douglas MacKenzie 
SS teacher, football player, 
University  administrator 
Why I undertook 
Theological studies 
in my dotage. 

The choice of Ministry was not a 
dramatic shift in my life’s journey.  As a 
youth I embraced three career goals: to 
study to become a Presbyterian Minister, 
to become an educator, or to join the Air 
Force and become a pilot. 

In my teens I was a Sunday School 
teacher, President of the Young Men’s 
Club and conducted, on one occasion, a 
Sunday morning service including the 
sermon.  Knox College beckoned.  How-
ever when I graduated from High School 
I elected to attend Western to pursue an 
Honours degree in Physical, Health, and 
Recreational Education (now Kinesiol-
ogy) and with an opportunity to play 
College football. 

While at Western (1955-9) I joined 
the University Reserve Training Plan-
Air Force, with full time summer em-
ployment and occasional meetings dur-
ing school terms. Following graduation, 
the next twenty-three years were spent as 
a Secondary School teacher and Univer-
sity Administrator, ending as Executive 
Secretary of the Office of International 
Education and Development. This led to 
a year in Uganda developing a program 
for the Assoc. of Universities and Col-
leges of Canada. 

Returning home during the early 80s 
depression, I was unsuccessful in obtain-
ing a job in International Development.  
I sought advice from several friends in-

cluding John Rowe.  Thanks to a suppor-
tive wife, I enrolled in the M.Div. pro-
gram at Huron, thus embarking on the 
career which I had envisioned as a 
youth. 

Since the 1970s I have been an ad-
vocate of C. P. Snow’s famous “Two 
Cultures” essay in which he regrets the 
great cultural divide between the Arts 
and Sciences. Unless we begin the proc-
ess of developing an understanding be-
tween these two great cultural icons, we 
will have continued difficulty in bring-
ing about Global understanding. 

As a Theologian I believe that min-
istry is a vital part of Real Life.  The 
Eternal questions of “who are we” “why 
are we here” and “do we have a destiny” 
are essential to our continued search for 
Truth.  Therefore we must not, just as 
Theologians, but all of us as Christians, 
consider the questions; “Who is Jesus 
Christ for us today?” and “Who is God 
for us today?”  We all should be in-
volved in the pursuit of truth, freedom, 
and the wellbeing of this 
planet.  

Anne Jaikaran 
English immigrant, 
mother of four  

To recount the long convoluted jour-
ney that finally brought me to ordination 
would take far more than my allotted 
word allowance but suffice to say that 
the timing had a lot to do with the fact 
that I had finally got all four of my chil-
dren to the stage where they were at least 
attending all day school and I could be-
gin to think about what I really wanted 
to do with my life. I began wanting to 
train as a Christian counsellor, having 
never had much contact with female 
clergy up to that point, but evolved into 
wanting to test a call for ministry as I 
grew spiritually during my studies at 
Huron College. I can tell you why I am 
excited to be a priest now, difficult as 
the times may appear. I believe we are in 
the middle of a watershed moment in the 
life of the church and although it can 
seem negative for the moment I am 
hopeful that a new vibrant church will 
emerge. For so long we were the estab-
lishment, now we are reverting to more 
like the times of the original church 
when they were a minority segment of 

society; a prophetic voice calling the 
people to an alternate way of being in 
the world; a way of justice, peace and 
love. I sometimes get very frustrated at 
how slow the changes are in coming but 
I do feel called to journey alongside 
God’s people as they make these impor-
tant transitions and live in faith that al-
though I might not see the 
end result in my lifetime I 
am fulfilling my small part 
in this movement. 

Bill White 
Public school teacher, Principal 

When I retired from the school sys-
tem, it was to do woodwork and 
travel.  My tools are in the basement, 
unused and carefully oiled to prevent 
rust, and Liesel does most of the travel, 
commuting daily back to London where, 
through London's Social Services De-
partment, she ministers to those seeking 
employment. 

Although I knew I needed to do 
something else in my life, Seminary had 
never occurred to me.  I had been a choir 
boy, altar server, and served on the 
church board, but thought I wasn’t 
“good enough” to be a priest. It still of-
ten feels that way.  

The idea struck me one Sunday af-
ternoon after returning home from 
church.  Being a long weekend, I called 
my priest on Tuesday, and by Wednes-
day morning was sitting in front of 
Huron's Dean of Theology and was ac-
cepted pending paperwork.  By Friday 
that was all on its way too.  It seemed 
too fast and easy. 

While serving others (well, I hope) 
this has been a fabulous gift to me, 
bringing time to contemplate the nature 
of God and our relationship to the di-
vine.  Ordained Ministry has been 
deeply rewarding, particularly for me, 
the sacraments, liturgics, and homiletics 
(I'm still a teacher, I guess) and I thank 
God for using me.  

John Thompson 
Physician 
My Journey 

When Ana and I set 
out, in late March 2003, from LePuy, in 

(Continued on page 11) 

New Beginnings 
The Banner invited five greatly re-
spected friends of St. John’s to answer 
this question: 
 
Why did you, having led a very busy and 
demanding life in the secular world, 
decide as a mature adult, to enter the 
Anglican Ministry? 
 
Graciously, each has responded 
as below: 
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France, to walk the pilgrim road to 
Santiago de Compostela, I had no idea 
that my journey would end up at 280 St. 
James Street. I had had the usual church 
upbringing and parents who lived their 
faith. But ‘church’ – I thought – was 
safely in the past.  

Many who walk the Camino return 
to their usual life aware that they have 
experienced something profound. Most 
often they cannot put it into words. I was 
no different. But I wanted to try to un-
derstand my Camino, and decided to re-
engage with the Christianity of my 
childhood, to learn and experience it as 
an adult. The time was right – I was on 
the cusp of retirement. So, one Sunday I 
walked in the doors of St. John’s, and 
almost immediately began part-time the-
ology studies at Huron College.  

The combination has been, for me, 
critical. The scholarly approach to 
Christianity of Huron has been precisely 
balanced by the experience of lived 
Christianity at St. John’s. It has been a 
case of faith and understanding growing 
together. 

That, in a nutshell, is why I believe I 
am where I am today. 

 

 

Greg Little 
Ontario Government 
civil servant 
Ministry of Another Kind 

The esteemed editor of 
the Banner suggested I write an article 
reflecting on what led me to my calling 
to the demanding ministry of Anglican 
priest after “so many years in a secure 
non-controversial Government position” 
as he so succinctly put it. Now I would-
n’t necessarily describe my time with 
the Ontario Civil Service that way,but 
let’s put that aside for another discus-
sion. 

First, in describing it I have noted 
that I went from the Ministry of Trans-
portation to a ministry of a very different 
kind. Sometimes I do wonder what God 
had in mind when I responded to the call 
which had been with me lurking some-
where in the background for much of my 
adult life. God seemed to be speaking to 
me in the mode of nagging rather than 
proclamation from on high.  Church has 
always been a constant regardless of any 
other things that were going on in my 
life. I had felt the pull towards ordained 
ministry earlier in my life many, many 
years ago when I was in my thirties.  
However, I eventually resisted that pull 
as life got in the way, as it sometimes 

does, with what God intends for us. 

God did not give up on me and 
seemed to know what S/He was doing 
after all. Another line of communication 
for God opened up when I became 
aware of an opportunity to take an intro-
ductory course in Biblical Studies at 
Huron University College. The introduc-
tory Biblical Studies course was offered 
on Saturday morning so it appeared to 
be a perfect opportunity. It is interesting 
to note that I believe this was the first 
and last time that it was ever offered at 
that time slot (very sneaky of you God). 

I spent the next few years leading up 
to my retirement from that first ministry 
(of Transportation) taking courses when 
my schedule allowed. I was in part wait-
ing for that ‘Road to Damascus’ experi-
ence. After some reflection I decided 
that the only way to tell if I should be on 
the journey to ordination was to take the 
first – or perhaps I should say - the next 
step along that road. 

Once I was on that road I discovered 
the many interesting and sometimes 
challenging stops along the way. In all 
that I have concluded, God did know 
what he was doing and I’m certainly 
glad S/He didn’t give up on me and did 
not stop nagging until I capitulated. 

By Archie Skirving 

“We are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of 
witnesses…” the author 
of Hebrews reminds us. 
The writer’s phrase com-
pletes 39 verses in the preceding 
chapter, praising the heroes and hero-
ines of God’s Hebrew people. 

Our branch of the Anglican Com-
munion has its own lists of heroes and 
heroines too. Beginning on page 14, 
and, continuing to page 33, The Book of 
Alternative Services enumerates our 
worthies and provides the guide-lines 
for their remembrance. 

But, prior to reading those direc-
tions, come for a walk in our Parish 
Church with me. 

As we walk under the Rood Screen,  
look up! There, centred above the Holy 
Table, Our Blessed Lord is depicted as 
the Good Shepherd - the One who seeks 
and who cares for each one of us, a 
poignant reminder of God’s freely given 
Grace. In adjoining windows, God’s 
light streams down on us through the 
stained glass artistry depicting Saint 
Mary, Saint Paul, Saint Peter, Saint 
John, and Saint Luke. 

Now, as we retrace our steps to our 
pews in the nave after receiving Com-
munion, keep looking up. In that great 
west window, amidst angels and archan-
gels, saints of our Commonwealth heri-
tage shine through that memorial to 
those who served and died in the de-
fence of freedom in the 20th century. 

As God’s daylight shines through 
the stained glass, these saints reflect a 
prism of faith - faith that is our human 
response to God’s Grace in our midst. 

So - how do we remember them all? 

Mostly we don’t. And that is the 
pattern The Book of Alternative Services 
provides. 

Our instructions for the Sunday Lit-
urgy begin on page 14 and few excep-
tions are provided. The chief paragraph 
on that page says it all: 

“The liturgy of the Church cele-
brates but one mystery: the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each 
Sunday is the weekly commemoration 
of that mystery of Christ. Christians 
gather each Sunday to celebrate in Word 
and Sacrament,  their participation in 
Christ. The Lord’s Day is consequently 
given primacy over all other commemo-

(Continued on page 18) 

So Great a Cloud of Witnesses 
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Betty Duffield 
The Occupy Movement 

has alerted us to how the 
world has changed and the 
effect of Social Media on 
these changes. 

What can we, at St. John’s do, in the light 
of the Occupy Movement, as adherents 
spread across the globe? In general – a 
broader awareness of the problems technical 
change, globalization, a culture of consumer-
ism and credit cards has altered everyone’s 
life, in just a few decades. As a community, 
St. John the Evangelist has many programs 
reaching out beyond itself to the homeless, 
those in poverty and new immigrant families. 

Perhaps now is the time to find a way to 
encourage Policy Makers to see how individ-
ual lives have evolved. Encourage them to 
explore new paths to meet present and future 
needs, to create hope for the future.  Things 
move so quickly. Plans to “save for the fu-
ture” are radically different. The purchasing 
power of $1.00 in 1977 has become one- 
sixth that value today. Debt-ridden students, 
the newly out-of-work and pensioners meet 
an existence they could not have imagined a 
few years ago. 

In a personal perspective, perhaps we 
should treasure even more the value of fam-
ily, friends and community when we realize 
how difficult life can be for those who share 
our city and our world. We realize people 
matter the most, not the accumulation of 
“things”. We must keep an eye open for crea-
tive thinkers who can produce ideas that will 
change directions. We must support their 
ideas. In an honorable manner, we must move 
forward thus enhancing all our lives. 

Bill Rudd 

Encourage the Occupiers 
to occupy the major sports 
stadiums. After all, the major 
heroes in sports earn millions 
of dollars more than the aver-
age person, and are certainly less than one 
percent of the population. Also, if they can't 
get in, there are usually acres of parking lot to 
demonstrate on, march around on, and even 
build all-weather shanties on.  

Gerry Fenwick 

This is a subject which 
church congregations in gen-
eral should debate and try to 
make reasonable recommenda-
tions to guide our political 
leaders. Too often the discussion degenerates 

into a partisan debate with little thought about 
the root causes. The protestors only represent 
a small part of the population affected by the 
changes in our society. The growth of global 
trade has exposed western nations to competi-
tion from a large part of the world that live a 
marginal life and are quite willing to work to 
produce goods at a fraction of the cost for the 
same goods made in western countries. 

As more people experience the down-
ward pressure on wages and benefits and lack 
of jobs they are becoming more assertive 
about the need for change. More training has 
been advocated to upgrade workers to the 
new skill levels required for better jobs but 
that will not help the segment that cannot or 
will not be trained and even more training 
may not help if the job is not there when they 
are ready. 

We need better support for people in 
marginal jobs to bring their income to a fair 
level that will allow them to raise a family 
and enjoy a reasonable life style. Next, the 
jobs in many occupations are closed to new 
entrants because of the job protection that is 
prevalent in western societies maintained by 
unions, marketing boards, licensing bodies, 
university tenure, etc., whose main claim for 
their existence and support from their mem-
bers is to protect jobs. This system shuts out 
the new entrants and leaves many young peo-
ple without an opportunity to get into the 
workforce. It also forces employers, whether 
they are manufacturers, public bodies or ser-
vice industries, to keep unproductive people 
on the payroll. This type of job protection has 
to be reduced to open up the labour market to 
allow new entrants an equal opportunity to 
compete for these occupations. The counter is 
that systems need to be provided to support 
and retrain people who do not get jobs or who 
need to move to other occupations. 

Paying more benefits will cost more and 
likely result in a higher tax burden but par-
tially offset by a more productive economy. 

Vonnie Collyer 
 

The “Occupy” Move-
ment”, which has become 
international in its scope, is a 
complicated issue. 

On one hand, it is called unfocused and 
disorganized and the Occupiers are called 
lazy, and “druggies”. 

There is no doubt some truth in all of the 
above. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Occupy 
The recent US based “Occupy 
Wall Street” movement had cap-
tured attention locally with the 
establishment of an  “Occupy Lon-
don” group of protestors 
who,  after 18 days camping in 
Victoria Park, were evicted 
on  November 8 by city police as 
instructed by the Mayor and City 
Council. 
 
The Banner Editorial staff  solic-
ited opinions on this subject from 
St. John’s parishioners. 
 
The rationale presented by of all 
of the “Occupy” groups is based 
on the proposition that currently 
1% of the population is thriving 
while 99% are struggling for a 
variety of reasons during this diffi-
cult  period of recession. The 
membership of the “99” includes 
the jobless, homeless, the hun-
gry,  students without work and 
having huge post educational 
debts,   citizens disgusted by the 
actions of  members of the finan-
cial community whose illegal and 
immoral trading practices led to 
this serious world wide economic 
crisis; and the failure of the Jus-
tice system to bring charges and 
jail terms to this group, and the 
general feeling among  the middle 
class that they have not been able 
to keep up financially and, in con-
trast to General Motors and  many 
Banks, have received no “bailout” 
money from governments. 
 
(There was an Anglican angle to 
this original story as, at that time, 
the Deans of the Cathedral 
Churches in London, Ontario, To-
ronto, and London England all 
backed the protestors and allowed 
their members  to camp on church 
property). 
 
As a member of our congrega-
tion, what is your opinion on the 
next appropriate action to take? 
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On the other hand, they have etched 
into our consciousness and consciences the 
growing and untenable disparity between 
“rich and poor”. 1-99% will be the remem-
bered slogan of 2011. When once the sal-
ary (plus perks etc.) of a CEO was 40 
times the wages of the lowest paid workers 
in the company, it is now several hundred 
times that. 

My daughter and I walked through the 
“Occupy Toronto” site and talked with 
occupiers. There are some very smart, 
peaceful, committed, sensitive people 
(some working full time or part-time and 
giving support time as able). 

When too many people cannot find 
good employment, and cannot see light at 
the end of the tunnel, there is a time which 
reaches a “tipping point”. The tents have 
been “phase one”. Will there be a “phase 
two” and if so, what will it be? 

People cannot exist in large numbers 
without hope, as we are seeing today, 
without some expression of their discon-
tent. 

Hopefully dialogue and conversations 
will follow. 

Archie Skirving 

Probably winter weather 
will discourage all but the 
true “occupiers”.  

The divide among really 
rich, average, and poor has widened. Some 
protest is logical. In other days, churches 
have attended the annual meetings of cor-
porations in whose bonds and stocks they 
held investments. Might this take place 
again? 

On the local scene, may the City of 
London take a page from the other London 
- establish a Speakers’ Corner as in Hyde 
Park. This provide a focal point - one that 
the current City Council could easily au-
thorize with very little actual expense.  

Just a thought or two. 

Mike Calhoun 

You get what you de-
serve. 

I also support recent 
comments made by US 
writer Marybeth Hicks, “Who Parented 
these people?”. She highlights 5 things the 
OWS protestors should have taught their 
children… 

• Life isn’t fair  no matter how you try to 
“level the playing field”, some people 
have better luck, skills, talents, or con-
nections; 

• Nothing is “free:”…colleges and hospi-
tals don’t operate on rainbows and sun-
shine. 

• There is no magic money machine 

• Your word is your bond…Loans are 
made based on solemn promises to re-
pay them. 

• A protest is not a party…serious people 
in sober pursuit of social and political 
change don’t dance jigs down 6th Ave-
nue. 

• There are reasons you haven’t found 
jobs…The truth? Your tattooed necks, 
facial piercings, dirty dreadlocks are off
-putting. Nonconformity for the sake of 
nonconformity is not a virtue. Occupy 
reality: only 4% of college graduates 
are out of work. If you are among that 
4%, find a mirror and face the problem. 
It’s not them. It’s you. 

 

Susan Blocker 

I am in sympathy with the message of 
the Occupy movement; that is, the extreme 
inequity between the few with extreme 
wealth and the many who are enduring 
lives of poverty is simply wrong. After all, 
this is a message consistent with our 
church's teachings. The movement's form 
of protest, while not without problems, has 
certainly captured media attention and 
generated much response. I was pleased to 
learn of Rev. Kevin Dixon's public support 
and would like to learn more about the 
dialogue he, Glen Pearson and others have 
begun with the protestors, city officials, 
and broader community. 

Closing Comments by the Banner Editor 
The Sunday following the removal of 

the protestors from Victoria Park, at the 
invitation of Dean Kevin Dixon, a panel 
forum, The Ethics of Protest, was held in 
the parish hall at St. Paul’s Cathedral after 
the 10:30 service. Participants in this panel 
were Rev. William Danaher, Dean of The-
ology at Huron University College, Glen 
Pearson, Director of the London Food 
Bank and former MP, Sister Sue Wilson, 
Coordinator Office for Systematic Justice, 
Sisters of St. Joseph’s, Eric Shepherd, Ac-
tivist Occupy London. The moderator was 
Rev. Keith Fleming, UWO History De-
partment, Honorary Assistant at St. Paul’s. 

The discussion was recorded and is 
well worth listening to. It can be heard by 
opening the St. Paul’s Website  

www.stpaulscathedral.on.ca 

and following links to Upcoming Events 
and Dean’s Forum. 

Is the Canadian inequality in incomes 
(i.e. 1%vs 99%) comparable to the 
USA? 

St. John’s Parishioner Guy Holburn, 
UWO Ivey School of Business, was asked 
this question by the Banner and he referred 
to three different websites where this in-
formation is available. 

When accessing these sites, the fol-
lowing information becomes readily ap-
parent: 

“The gap between the rich and the rest 
is growing ever wider…with the chasm 
increasing at a faster pace than in the 
United States. This is the conclusion of a 
Conference Board of Canada study”. 

In London, Ontario, the Food Bank 
has experienced dramatic increase in us-
age. 

i.e.: Number of families visiting the Food 
Bank each month: 

• 2001—2,368 families 

• 2010—3,044 families 

• Of interest: Bill C-233, Act to Elimi-
nate Poverty in Canada, was introduced 
and had first reading in the House of 
Commons on June 20, 2011 (formerly 
known as Bill C-545 which was intro-
duced in 2010 and died). The purpose of 
the bill is to “impose on the Federal Gov-
ernment the obligation to eliminate pov-
erty and promote social inclusion for all”. 
The bill is currently stalled in Parliament. 

Personally, as I note when coming 
away from a shift at our Saturday Night 
Dinner program, having observed the cli-
entele, the majority of whom come si-
lently, eat and depart, I say to myself 
“there has to be a better way to distribute 
food to the hungry in our city than this.” 
While we all feel good inside about the 
great service we are providing, it can only 
be scratching the surface of need in our 
community. 

Our system is indeed broken, the 
cause based chiefly on the huge disparity 
inequality of Income distribution in our 
country. We’ve got to find ways to do bet-
ter. 
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By Helen Heller 

In the September 
issue of the Banner (p.8), 
Bob Hayman announced 
that this year’s Proudfoot 
lecture at First St. An-
drew’s Church, October 23rd, would be 
given by Bishop John Shelby Spong, au-
thor of  twenty-four books and a defini-
tive voice for progressive Christianity.  
He also included a sample of Spong’s 
writings found in a weekly column on the 
Internet.  Now Bob has asked me to write 
a brief account (as far as my memory 
serves me) of Bishop Spong’s lecture. 

Beyond Heaven and Hell, A New Vi-
sion of Eternal Life. This was the subject. 
The church was packed, for what topic 
could interest an aging Christian popula-
tion more! Spong began by commenting 
that the traditional view of heaven and 
hell as places above and below the earth 
is ridiculous given our contemporary un-
derstanding of the universe. To him the 
Church's policy of controlling people's 
behaviour by a system of reward or pun-
ishment is childish, akin to bad parenting, 
and has caused much anguish over the 
centuries. Who would wish to worship a 

God who condones eternal torture?  Even 
civilized humans are above that. 

To introduce his vision of eternal life, 
Spong undertook a lengthy account of 
creation from the Big Bang to the pre-
sent: the beginnings of matter to the for-
mation of the cosmos as we know it; after 
billions of years the appearance of life in 
its simplest cell form which evolved into 
the animal kingdom blessed with con-
sciousness. Humans were a further devel-
opment and have evolved into beings en-
dowed with self consciousness, who live 
in time, use language, have religious in-
sight, and whose brains have made them 
capable of producing the wonders of the 
modern world. 

For Spong death is part of life. The 
body is lost but the soul, however one 
imagines it, moves on to a much higher 
level of consciousness --much closer to 
God, the eternal consciousness, the 
ground of all being. This is Spong’s vi-
sion, unprovable of course. 

During the question/answer period 
that followed, Spong deplored the fact 
that women have been denied rights in 
much of the world and still are excluded 
from any positions of authority or power 
in the Catholic church. In this world, 
life’s value is found in relationship to 
God's creation, to people, to the environ-
ment, and to the universe. 

I remember only two specific ques-
tions. Bishop Spong had declared the 
Christmas story to be a myth and had de-
nied the physical resurrection and ascen-
sion of Christ, whereupon he was asked 
whether the children's Sunday School 
curriculum need be altered. The answer 
was an emphatic “no” as at both Christ-
mas and Easter we celebrate joy.  A sec-
ond question asked by a minister was 
what should be said to bereaved parish-
ioners. Spong addressed his response to 
all clergy present, telling them that their 
presence was what was needed at such a 
difficult time. They were to help and care 
for the bereaved, no need for discussions 
of doctrine.  He spoke with passion about 
the privilege of being a pastor sharing in 
life's private challenges with individuals. 

I came 
away im-
pressed by 
Spong’s vig-
our at 81, by 
his great men-
tal powers, 
love of peo-
ple, and by his 
faith. 

Bishop Spong’s 
Vision of Eternal Life 

Bishop Spong’s latest book 

 

 

 
Submitted by Pamela Rudd, 
(who received this from a 
priest friend in England) 
 
Dear Lord,  
 
Every single evening  
As I’m lying here in bed,  
This tiny little Prayer  
Keeps running through my head:  
 
God bless all my family  
Wherever they may be,  
Keep them warm  
And safe from harm  
For they’re so close to me. 
  
 

And God, there is one more thing  
I wish that you could do;  
Hope you don’t mind me asking,  
Please bless my computer too.  
 
Now I know that it’s unusual  
To Bless a motherboard,  
But listen just a second  
While I explain it to you, Lord.  
 
You see, that little metal box  
Holds more than odds and ends;  
Inside those small compartments  
Rest so many of my friends.  
 
I know so much about them  
By the kindness that they give,  
And this little scrap of metal  
Takes me in to where they live.  
 
 
 

By faith is how I know them  
Much the same as you.  
We share in what life brings us  
And from that our friendships grew.  
 
Please take an extra minute  
From your duties up above,  
To bless those in my address book  
That’s filled with so much love.  
 
Wherever else this prayer may reach  
To each and every friend,  
Bless each e-mail inbox  
And each person who hits ‘send’.  
 
When you update your Heavenly list  
On your own Great CD-ROM,  
Bless everyone who says this prayer  
Sent up to GOD.com  
 
Amen  

A Prayer 
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By John Thompson 

For the fifth straight year – although it 
was only at the last minute – the St. John’s 
5K took place in glorious Fall sunshine! The 
organization for the event on Sunday October 
16 was superb. Erica Howes recruited a 
swarm of fellow students from Central, her 
Dad had the start/finish operations down cold, 
Frank Franchetto ran a fantastic BBQ kitchen, 
Susan Blocker had way more prizes than win-
ners, and Lynn Bice and Jan Delaney made 
sure registration and pledge tallies ran 
smoothly. 

The number of entrants was relatively 
small – fifty – but of high quality. Dean 
Danaher of Huron’s Faculty of Theology was 
there, as were two of our Saturday Night meal 
guests. And the final total of pledges was just 
over $7000, which will help out with the 
more than $10,000 annual operating budget of 
our Meal Program. An impressive $1000+ 
each was raised by the meal teams from 
Grace/St. George’s Ilderton and St. Jude’s 
London! And Mark Luxton not only cleaned 
up in the prize category – he also raised al-
most $700 in pledges himself. 

Next year we hope to involve many more 
of the meal teams, and double the number of 
entrants – and cover the entire annual meal 
program cost! 

St. John’s 2011 ‘Miles 
Mean Meals’ 5K  

Staff
Line



The Banner                                                                                   16                                                                           December 2011 

 

By Margaret Ford 

“All roads lead to Rome”... and that 
was true for the Fords and Luxtons in 
October. What was to have been a clergy conference in Italy, 
became a tour that included Rome, Assisi, Florence, Siena, 
San Gimignano, Pisa and Orvieto, an opportunity too good to 
pass up. Our first three days were spent touring Rome, and 
what an overwhelming experience that was! It was the first 
time for the four of us to see the “Eternal City”, but I kept get-
ting moments of deja vu from having seen such movies as 
“Three Coins in a Fountain” and “Roman Holiday” with Greg-
ory Peck and Audrey Hepburn. Among the many wonderful 
sights we explored were the spectacular Colosseum and Ro-
man Forum, as well as the serene San Paolo fuori le Mura (St. 
Paul’s Outside the Walls), the intriguing San Pietro in Vincoli 
(St. Peter’s in Chains), some of the Vatican museum rooms, 
the glorious Sistine Chapel and of course, St. Peter’s Basilica. 
The four of us threw coins into the Trevi Fountain which, ac-
cording to legend, guarantees our return to Rome. Personally, I 
would love to go back to really explore the treasures of the 
Vatican museum.  

Next stop on our tour was the picturesque Assisi with its 
glorious, two-story Basilica built in homage to St. Francis. Our 
group was able to celebrate the Eucharist in the quiet evening 
near the entrance to the Upper Church. We spent a great day in 
Siena, enjoying the exciting atmosphere of the Piazza del 
Campo and being amazed by the striped Duomo, a truly beau-
tiful and unique place of worship. We spent only an hour in 
Pisa, long enough for a photo op with the surreal campanile.  

San Gimignano, 
the town of many 
towers, was a 
charming place to 
spend an after-
noon, and some 
of us took advan-
tage of tasting the 
gelato from the 
gelateria that has 
been voted Best 
in the World two 
years in a row! 
Having stated 
that, we never 
met an Italian ice-
cream we didn’t 
think was the best 
in the world. 

Florence was a 
wonderful experi-
ence where we 
were able to do 
some exploring 

on our own. The Luxtons guaranteed their 
return to Florence by stroking the snout of 
the legendary bronze boar in the Straw 
Market. A culinary highlight there for me 
was a velvety smooth, rich hot chocolate 
drink in the Piazza della Signoria, while 
soaking up the atmosphere and gazing at 
the marvellous sculptures, including 
Michelangelo’s “David”.  

What would a trip to Chianti country be without a wine 
tasting event? We spent an afternoon at a lovely estate, Cas-
tello di Verrazzano, where we enjoyed and were educated 
about the art of wine tasting. St. John’s will be pleased to 
know that your clergy were educated on the fine points of Vin 
Santo, which was on our tasting menu, but will be disap-
pointed to learn that this delicious Holy Wine won’t be served 
on Sundays for communion, due to cost. Sorry about that.  

Our final stop before leaving from Rome was Orvieto. 
You might recognize the name from the excellent Pinot Grigio 
from that region. We were taken on a tour of the town, the 
magnificent zebra-striped Duomo and the church of Sant’An-
drea. It was under that building that we were able to see an-
cient Roman and Etruscan remnants that have only recently 
been excavated. Don says that will be a “must see” for him on 
our next trip to Italy.  

Our most spiritual experiences were at St. Paul’s Outside 
the Walls in Rome and at the little oratory of the Porziuncola 
in Assisi. Looking back on our wonderful journey, the Luxtons 
would love to return to Italy to explore other marvellous places 
such as Venice and Padua. As for the Fords, we would be 
happy to see 
everything all 
over again. We 
would like to 
thank the par-
ish for gener-
ously wishing 
us well on our 
trip and thank 
you to the 
clergy and lay 
people for ful-
filling parish 
duties while we 
were away. 

Ciao! 

Our Clergy Visit Italy 

Margaret and Don at the 
Trevi Fountain in Rome 

 

Patty and Rob at the Arch of 
Constantine facing the Colosseum in Rome 

 



The Banner                                                                                   17                                                                          December 2011  

 

By Marlene Harvey 

We have now been on the Rock for a 
year. Our ordination to the Priesthood 
took place at Black Duck Cove, about 
twenty minutes away, on February 20th 

and it was the most wonderful celebra-
tion of our lives. It has been a grueling, 
straight uphill journey and one that I 
eventually came to believe would never 
come to fruition. Yet, I recall the words 
of a wise priest, ‘If you are meant to be a 
priest, nothing in the world will prevent 
it.’ 

And here we are! I felt like a bride! 
In fact, I said that and the people clinked 
their glasses and we kissed. We were 
married privately, so it really was like 
our wedding and it was lovely. Having 
been here for four months we were not 
among strangers, but surrounded and 
held up by friends and neighbors. 

Here Church is the centre of the com-
munity. High school graduations are held 
in the Churches and a wildly extravagant 
affair they are. The young women, 
decked out in extreme formal evening 
gowns and the fellas in suits and ties, 
they were such handsome couples, they 
looked for the world like they stepped 
out of an old movie...I was looking 
around for Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers. 

Newfoundlanders, I believe, broadly 
speaking, are closer to God than the rest 
of us. There is a complete lack of ego, a 
greater concern for the other than for self, 
an absence of consumerism and there is a 
wonderful capacity to laugh at one’s self. 
They are tremendous fun. 

I was a bit shocked to learn that a 
number of the men make moonshine. 
Perhaps this a part of the way of the peo-
ple here, they are accustomed to making 
what they need...and want. All of the 
women knit, quilt and sew beautifully, 
make bread (I am a bread maker now, by 
the way) and preserves from all the won-
derful wild berries and men and women 
make show shoes, seal skin boots, slip-
pers, and mitts ...all beautifully created. 

Last summer was 
‘Come Home’” for a 
number of communi-
ties, as well as tourist 
groups which come 
through every year 
when much of this 
great Newfoundland 
fare is sold. The open-
ing of the ‘Come Home’ 
always begins, you 
guessed it, in the churches with Holy 
Communion. 

The ladies in the nursing homes also 
knit lovely things, for some of them, it is 
the only pleasurably activity left, yet not 
one of them will knit on Sunday. It’s the 
Sabbath! As so often is the case, some of 
the elderly women relive the death of 
children, oft times sons, lost to the sea 
decades earlier. One particular woman, 
Aunt Susie, (all elderly women’s names 
are prefixed with ‘Aunt’) wept broken-
heartedly every time I saw her, telling me 
of her two wonderful sons who had died. 
However, a while back she was quite 
cheerful, she didn’t remember me and 
she told me that she had two wonderful 
sons. This has remained. The very de-
mentia that robs so much from the suf-
ferer, had returned Aunt Susie’s sons to 
her. Thanks be to God. 

There were two fatal snowmobile 
accidents last winter; both men in their 
early fifties, lost and disoriented in 
storms. It both cases the entire commu-
nity joined the search with the RCMP. I 
met the family with an officer at the hos-
pital where the body of one had been 
brought. The two nurses on duty, the 
RCMP officer and the entire family all 
knew one another well. People just step 
in to do what they can. It’s very touching. 
I am told there are usually two snowmo-
bile deaths a year, alcohol always in-
volved. 

My friend, Sarah, where I sleep over 
occasionally when in Green Island, lost 
her husband two years ago and misses 
him terribly. She tells me ‘Kirb stories’; 
it’s therapy for her and an honour for me. 

Kirb said his prayers every night. He 
knelt at the bedside with his arms around 
his cat and said his prayers, even when 
he came home drunk, and would, on oc-
casion, lose his balance and fall over. He 
carried the prayer that his mother gave 
him and all of his siblings, folded in his 
pocket. It was in his pocket when he died 
of a heart attack just outside the house 
with Sarah at his side. The prayer is now 
pressed between the pages of Sarah’s 
beautiful family bible. The well-worn 
paper retains the deep ceases of the folds 
and parts of the script are worn away. 
The prayer is one of thanksgiving to God 
for all one’s blessings. 

And speaking of a thankfulness, Har-
old and I owe a debt of gratitude to Alvin 
for confidence gained in his voice les-
sons, for we have both acted as ‘pitchers’ 
in our parishes. What is a pitcher you 
ask? A pitcher is one who ‘pitches a 
hymn’...that is begins it when there is no 
music available. Mercifully, we can 
choose our hymn and I have pretty well 
worn out Jesus loves me. It’s one I use 
with the family gathered around the bed 
of a dying relative as well. The childlike 
sweetness of it offers much comfort...to 
the family, and I believe it naturally radi-
ates to the dying one. I know it comforts 
me. It’s interesting that the things I had 
worried about are the very ones that sim-
ply play out naturally. Mary Wood told 
me, “Don’t worry about doing anything 
wrong; they will forgive you anything if 
you love them. Well, we love them, how 
could we not? And in the mode of 
thanksgiving, thanks to Bruce Tuck for 
faithfully sending on his weekly articles 

(Continued on page 18) 

 

Harold and Marlene Harvey 

A Christmas Note 
from the Rock 
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crammed with theological history, wis-
dom and wit, something of which often 
finds its way into my homilies. Thanks, 
Bruce. 

I have had two half-time parishes, 
distanced two hours from the furthest 
congregation in each; two hours that is, 
in good weather, the time can be almost 
doubled in stormy weather. My place-
ment is now in Green Island alone. 

Green Island has two churches, fif-
teen minutes apart, the larger one not 
doing too badly, and the other struggling. 
Yet, one dare not suggest that they close 
down the smaller, at least not without 
prearranging a police escort from the 
parish hall to one’s car. 

The encouraging thing about the 
smaller one, Sandy Cove, is that they 
have a number of young servers, that I 
didn’t even know existed, but they have 
been showing up lately and displaying a 
renewed interest and I have been anxious 
to find ways to support this interest. Be-
ing able to share a av system with Har-
old would be so helpful. When these kids 
are there, the energy in the church is tan-
gibly lifted. And when they are present, 
so are the parents and grandparents...they 
are truly the hope for the Church. Now 
that I’m finishing up in Port Saunders, 
my focus is the youth of this community. 
There is something very appealing about 
kids with a Newfoundland accent, actu-
ally the ‘expressions’ as much as the ac-
cents. But, they think I have the accent! 

Port Saunders is a more affluent 
community, with a strong fishing indus-
try, the hospital and nursing home, and 
made up of four congregations, all man-
aging to stay afloat. The churches are 
located in River of Ponds, Hawke's Bay, 

Port Au Choix, and Port Saunders, the 
largest building, which again could serve 
the entire Parish comfortably. Numbers 
in both parishes are quite deceiving, as 
many parishioners, permanently absent 
from the pews, faithfully, monetarily 
support their church. 

The issue of keeping the dying 
churches on life-support is not exclusive 
to the Newfoundland Northern Penin-
sula. And one can certainly understand 
their connection to the churches they 
built with their own hands, time and 
money, and they continue to maintain. 
Most of the parishioners have grown up 
in the church and the social life of the 
community continues to be centered 
around the church; the bond is very 
strong. Yet here as everywhere, young 
families are glaringly absent in most of 
the churches, but the young are still tied 
to the church as a integral part of their 
lives. Most move to the mainland, return 
to marry and baptize their babies and 
everyone comes home for Christmas. 
They want the Church to be there for 
them, but they don’t seem to grasp that 
when their parents /grandparents go, the 
churches will go with them. Presenting 
the Church as vital and important to the 
youth is the great challenge everywhere. 

On this note, I am very pleased to 
announce that the Milk Bag Mats Project 
is coming to the Northern Penn, courtesy 
of a trucking company on the Rock and 
the accommodating Mad Matter, Cathy 
Blake, who will orchestrate the delivery 
of the bags to the pick-up site. I’m very 
excited about this for many reasons, not 
least of which is the community building 
that I expect to be generated up the coast, 
in churches, schools and the communi-
ties. A mission project that pulls together 
the Church and the secular, and espe-
cially the youth, is, in the idiom of Mar-

tha, ‘a good thing’. 

We continue to enjoy the people and 
our work here and we are looking for-
ward to snow-shoeing this winter, but we 
do sometimes miss being able to ‘pop 
into the city’. One doesn’t ‘pop’ any-
where here. But, when we’ve been to 
Corner Brook for shopping and meetings, 
we always enjoy coming home....away 
from the maddening city. Everything is 
relative. 

Recently on a day off I spent a few 
hours in the flower shop in Sandy Cove 
with owner, Madelyne. We seem to be 
like-spirited souls and it was a truly 
therapeutic day for me. We made bows 
and corsages and I learned how to make 
newspaper roses and dip them in colored 
wax to use as fire-starters. I’ve made a 
number of them and given them to indi-
viduals, none of whom is going to burn 
them...they’re so beautiful...and fragrant 
with the scented candle wax. I’m such a 
girl! 

We remember you dear hearts and 
gentle people of St. John’s especially at 
this most blessed time of year and we 
wish you all a Very Merry and Blessed 
Christmas. 

God Bless You Every One 

Marlene and Harold 

P.S. Last night on return from Roddick-
ton (cross county) Harold encountered a 
herd of caribou, two of which refused to 
get off the road so he followed them for a 
distance, then a moose, that came up like 
a flash from the ditch right in his path 
and he very nearly hit him. He was fortu-
nate to regain control of the car as he 
caught a glimpse of the hooves of the 
moose spinning off toward the woods. 

Thank you, Lord. 

rations.” 

When the Book of Common Prayer  was proclaimed in 
1549, the word Common was and remains critical - these 
prayers are ours. These prayers are our common heritage. The 
Book of Alternative Services continues that precious gift. 

So, Sunday by Sunday, as we gather to celebrate our par-

ticipation in Christ, that great cloud of witnesses surrounds 
and supports us. 

For whether worshipping at 8:00 am or 10:30 am, we hear 
God’s Word proclaimed and preached. As we approach the 
Lord’s Tables, we are never alone. Family members and 
friends who have preceded us to God’s paradise walk with us. 

Time and space are suspended - together we are one in 
Christ’s life. 

(Continued from page 11) 

So Great a Cloud of Witnesses 

Christmas Note from the Rock 
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We are pleased to welcome a new 
face to our clergy team at St, John’s this 
year. Shaun Eaton, a 2nd year student in 
Theology at Huron University College, 
has joined our staff as a work placement 
requirement of his M.Div. program. 

Shaun grew up and completed his 
public and high school education in Fort 
Erie, Ontario, where his father was Di-
rector of Physical Education at the High 
School. He is the youngest of three chil-
dren in the family, his siblings being two 
older girls. 

Attending the University of Guelph, 
he graduated with an Honors Bachelor of 
Science degree in Genetics and Bio-
chemistry. Following graduation he took 
a position as Food Service Supervisor at 
the Doctor’s Hospital where he served 
for four years until it closed. 

He then took a Human resources 
program at Seneca College which led to 
a career for 14 years in the Human re-

sources Sector as a 
Consultant in To-
ronto. During this 
period he took com-
pleted a 5 year. Psy-
chotherapy program 
and as well became 
a certified Tennis 

Instructor in Canada. 

His family, while he was growing 
up, had developed an aversion to Christi-
anity, but Shaun became attracted to 
Buddhism while at Guelph. While work-
ing in Toronto, he practiced his Buddhist 
faith and met Rishi, who was then study-
ing at Emmanuel College in Toronto. 
When Rishi graduated and was ordained 
as a United church minister, and had ac-
cepted a posting as Pastor of White Oaks 
United church in London, Shaun then 
decided to leave his career on Toronto, 
join his partner and move here with him. 
Following Rishi’s lead, he was Baptized 
in the Christian faith and in 2000, en-
rolled as a student in Theology at Huron 
College. 

He very much enjoys working with 

Don and the clergy at St. John’s. He has 
served on a Saturday night Dinner team, 
and has preached at a couple of 8:00 am 
services. 

Upon graduating in the M.Div pro-
gram, in two year, he hopes to be or-
dained and posted with Rishi, to share 
together the ministry of an Anglican par-
ish. 

Shaun Eaton 

As presented at recent Brough Deanery Meeting 

By John Thompson 

Proposed budget of $3,756,540 is a 1.9% increase over 2011 
(inflation is 3.1%) 

Since Huron Church Camp runs an annual deficit, budget will 
now include (and therefore cover) this deficit ($14,000). 

Roughly 50% of apportionment received from Huron’s 150 
parishes goes to Diocesan staff salaries, clergy group benefits, pen-
sions, and another 25% ($790,000) goes to the national church 
(this 25% comprises 90% of Diocesan outreach expenditures, and 
as far as the national church is concerned, is the 2nd largest source 
of diocesan support). 

20% of the national church budget goes to support the Council 
of the North (i.e. - roughly 5¢ of every St. John’s $1 apportionment 
ends up with the Council of the North). 

Diocesan office staff is ‘lean and mean’ – substantially smaller 
(14) than similar dioceses, such as Niagara and New Westminster. 

Apportionment received from Huron parishes (roughly $3.5 
million) dips substantially over the summer months, being made up 
later in the year (St. John’s experiences a similar phenomenon).  In 
order to cover ongoing expenses the Diocese has to draw on its line 
of credit (often $500,000 needed, at an extra cost of some $11,000 
annually). If all parishes could depend on PAG and remitted appor-
tionment in a timely fashion, much of this could be avoided. 

2012 Diocesan Budget Highlights 

Submitted by Jean Roberts 
 

Mental Age Assessment as developed by 
School of Psychiatry at Harvard 
 

Take your time and see if you can read each line 
aloud without a mistake. The average person over 
40 cannot do it. 
 

1. This is this cat. 
2. This is is cat. 
3. This is how cat. 
4. This is to cat. 
5. This is keep cat. 
6. This is an cat. 
7. This is old cat. 
8. This is person cat. 
9. This is busy cat. 
10. This is for cat 
11. This is forty cat. 
12. This is seconds cat. 

 

Now go back and read the third word in each line 
from the top down and I betch’ cannot resist pass-
ing it on. 

A Challenge 
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Baptisms 
Brianna Grace Rutledge 
Everett Francis Weaver 
Gavin Michael Miller 
 October 30, 2011 
 

Marriages 
Nathaniel Richard Piche 
Leah Helmie Kelly 
 October 8, 2011 
 
Thomas Marcus Canas Hayman 
Diana Ruth Ellinor Schell 
 October 8, 2011 
 
William Peter Charles White 
Meghan Irene Keelan 
 October 8, 2011 

R.I.P. 
Richard Gene Stennett 
 October 23, 2011 Passages  

By Kevin Bice 

For the past seven years, Saint 
John’s has welcomed the New Year 
together with family and friends. 
From the beginning, the party has 
provided an opportunity that is be-
coming increasingly rare in our culture – the op-
portunity to bring people of all ages together to 
celebrate with dance, fellowship, music and food. 
And always, at the centre of the event, we gather 
in the candlelit church at midnight for quiet con-
templation of the past year and the coming of the 
new. 

Over the years, many traditions have been 
established. Elaine Robertson and her daughter 
Kelly have come with pipe and drum to introduce 
the band, to lead us into the church and to parade 
the haggis. We have observed an old Scottish 
practice called “First Footing” where the first per-
son across the threshold in the new year must be a 
tall dark stranger who presents the master of the 
house with a gift of a shilling or coal for good 
luck in the new year. One of our own traditions at 
St. John’s is the singing of “Peace, Peace” at mid-
night, a tradition that began with Hugh McLean 
and our “Many Moods of Christmas” concerts 
years ago. 

But the dancing makes up the heart of the 
party. Our leader for the past four years has been 
dance caller Judy Greenhill and her family band 
of fiddle and keyboard. Judy has a knack for get-
ting everyone up on their feet. Her dances are a 
mixture of lines, squares and circles becoming 
increasingly more intricate as the evening goes on 
but which require no foreknowledge other than 

how to put one foot in front of the other. When 
we first established this event, we asked Rever-
ends Rob and Patty Luxton to run a room for the 
children, sure that the kids wouldn’t want to 
spend their evening with adults. We were very 
wrong. While the kids enjoy the movies, games 
and activities that Patty and Rob organize, they 
are constantly back and forth out of the activity 
room to participate in and frequently lead the 
dances. 

It is impossible to dance with the enthusiasm 
that Judy demands without getting hungry and 
thirsty. Since the beginning, Barbara Atkinson 
has organized wonderful meals to feed us and, of 
course, each year there is a renewed demand for 
her famous English trifle. Our thirst is slaked at 
the bar with various drinks and punch, and, as 
tradition demands, we toast the new year with 
champagne. 

There is no better or more satisfying way to 
say “Happy New Year” than to come to the Saint 
John’s Parish Hall on New Year’s Eve. 

For more information, contact Kevin or 
Daphne Bice at kevinbice@sympatico.ca or 519-
438-4217. Other members of the committee who 
can sell tickets or answer questions are Chris and 
Barbara Atkinson, Sue Waring, David and Sara 
Hall or Gerry and Sandy Lidington. Tickets are 
also available from the church office. 

A New Year’s Eve Tradition 
Continues at St. John’s 

 


