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By Erica Howes 

Imagine living on less than $2 a 
day. Imagine a world where women 
have children as young as thirteen 
years old, stripping them of a voice, an 
education and sealing their future. 
Imagine a world where people give up 
everything for the good of their com-
munity. This summer I travelled on a 
three week volunteer trip with “Me to 
We” to help build classrooms in Ecua-
dor, South America. I no longer have 
to imagine this world, I’ve experi-
enced it. And although it may seem 
like this life is on the other side of the 

universe; the hardest part is accepting 
it’s ours.  

“Free the Children”, which is the 
organization partnered with “Me to We”, 
has worked in several rural communities 
in Ecuador, two of which we worked in: 
San Miguel and Llullin, Totoras. We 
were complete strangers to these people 
yet were welcomed with open arms. 
Nearly forty per cent of Ecuadorians live 

below the poverty line. With an educa-
tion, children have a chance of getting a 
good job and hope for a better future. 
The school we helped to build will allow 
about 250 children to have an education.  

While building, children would 
come and help us mix cement or paint 
tiles or carry bricks and seeing the kids 
made us want to work harder. Although 
the children’s hands were plastered with 

dirt, their teeth yellow and bodies 
small from malnutrition, we never saw 
one without a bright smile on their 
face. We had lots of fun playing soc-
cer with a can or catch with a pinecone 
and it was easy to forget their poor 
living conditions. As happy as they 
are, they deserve a better life. The first 
thing one young girl named Maria 
asked me was what my father’s name 
was. At first I thought this was a 
strange question, but soon realized 
family and community is what they 

(Continued on page 14) 

Erica’s Ecuador Journey 

My Dear People: 
John 6: 24-35 is one of the Gospel 

readings for our celebration of Thanks-
giving this year. In the text the crowds 
are seeking Jesus. They go to Caper-
naum and find him at the Sea of Gali-
lee. In an interchange about why they 
are looking for Jesus, he says to them 
“Very truly I tell you, you are looking 
for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves I 
gave you. Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to 
eternal life, which the son of man will 
give you!” Jesus then said to them, “I 
am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 
me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never thirst”. 

The Manna lessons from the wilder-
ness were important to the people of 

Israel. They learned that God would 
give them what they needed. They also 
learned not to hoard their bread, as it 
would perish. They knew that God 
wanted them to share it with those who 
could not gather for themselves. In 
John’s Gospel the chasers of Jesus re-
membered the Manna, but not the les-
sons of the Manna. So Jesus began to 
teach them again what the true bread 
from heaven does. 

As believers, we have come to un-
derstand the hunger Jesus satisfies for 
purpose and meaning beyond ourselves 
often awakes in us other hungers, for 
peace, justice, loving kindness and a 
humble walk with our God. No matter 
how often we feast at God’s table, these 
hungers never leave us. That is why the 
offering at worship is gathered as part 
of the celebration of the meal. We are 
offering ourselves into the service of the 
one who gives himself as food for us. 

We are allowing our lives to be re-
shaped by Christ into his own body for 
the world we hopefully become like his 
bread. This happens not because of get-
ting something but by giving back to 
Christ what he has given us. 

It is our custom at St.John’s to cele-
brate Thanksgiving as a season. We 
begin with creation Sunday, Oct. 2nd 
and carry through to National Thanks-
giving on October 9th. In season we pro-
vide opportunity in worship to celebrate 
all God has given us through music, 
scripture, communion, a food drive for 
Daily Bread, and envelopes with which 
you can help us with our ministry. 

 

We wish you every blessing as you 
celebrate. 

Yours in Christ, 

Patty, Rob and Don 

Thanksgiving Message 

 

Erica and friends 



The Banner                                                                                   2                                                                           September 2011 

 

 

Worship Committee 
Meeting regularly throughout the year, one 

of the topics they have been reviewing is revis-
ing the current BAS Baptism Liturgy to modern-
ize some of the language.  

Some examples: 

Questions for parents: 

BA: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual 
forces of wickedness that rebel against the 
church? 

Revised: Do you renounce all sinful ways that 
draw you from the love of God? 

Deleted—BAS: Do you renounce the evil pow-
ers of the world which corrupt and destroy 
the creatures of God 

Deleted—BAS Do you renounce all the sinful 
desires that draw you from the love of 
God? 

These revised words were used first at Bap-
tism services during July and August this sum-
mer. 

 

Youth Service June 5 
On June 5, the Youth Group prepared and 

delivered the 10:30 am service. The lectionary 
readings, prayers, homily and music were all 
delivered by a talented group from the MOB 
(Ministry of Believers) led by Grace Sandor. 

The anthem for the day was “This Little 
Light of Mine” performed by Heri and Moses 
Francis, Grace Sandor, Erica Howes and Emily 
Sandor, as shown at right. 

Parish Breakfasts and Lunches 
The series of monthly breakfast gatherings 

that were so successful last Spring are being 
continued this Fall, with a slightly different for-
mat. Alternate Breakfasts and Lunches are 
planned for the Fall. The first parish breakfast 
will be held between the 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
service, hosted by the Wardens, on Sunday Oc-
tober 2. A lunch is planned for November and 
later breakfast for December. 

 

Food Bag Drive 
Once again all parish-

ioners are being asked to 
purchase and fill up Food 
bags for the Daily Bread 
program at St. Paul’s. 
Last year 94 bags were 
filled and this year a tar-
get of 100+ is being set. 
Non-perishable canned 
goods, pastas and sauces, 
Kraft Dinners, juices are 
requested. Bags are available at the rear of the 
church 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Parish News 

We hope that everyone has had an enjoy-
able summer season. While many of our pa-
rishioners were away during the summer 
months, our responsibilities here at St. John’s 
continued. We had weddings and celebrations 
of life in addition to our regular worship. We 
served hundreds of meals, and gave assistance 
and support to those who came to us in need. 
All of this meant that our expenses continued 
while our revenue dipped. As a result, we are 

asking you to consider helping to strengthen 
our financial position. This will allow us all to 
continue to express our faith through interac-
tive worship and dynamic ministry, and to 
compassionately and actively care for and 
serve our parish, our community, and any-
where God calls us. We thank you for your 
understanding and generosity. 

Warren Jones, Alison Hannay, 
Sharone Sandor, John Thompson 

Message from the Wardens 

 

This Little Light of Mine 

Staff
Line

Staff
Line

Staff
Line
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140 parishioners turned out 
for the annual 10:30 am service 
at Huron College on Sunday 
June 12. 

A special feature of the 
service was introducing the 
first Communion Class of 8 
into the Eucharist as partici-
pants. Music for the hymns was 
provided by our talented Jenny 
Aylsworth playing on a port-

able pump organ and conduct-
ing the seasoned musicians of 
the St. John’s Marching Band. 
Following the service, a full 
picnic lunch was served, which 
had been organized by Drew 
and Cathy Egerton. An exten-
sive outdoor games program 
was enjoyed by all ages as di-
rected by Tom and Debbie 
Howes and concluded a won-
derful parish outing. 

Outdoor Service and Picnic at Huron College 

 

Confirmation Candidates: Left to right: Moses Francis, Ben Haak, 
James Hannay, Quentin Hall, Emily Haak, Mairen Clow, 
Heri Francis, Michelle Baya. 
 

Absent from picture: Laura Ferguson, William Charlton, 
Erica Howes, Cameron Howes, Emily Sandor. 

 

A Deanery Confirmation ser-
vice is scheduled to take place 
on Sunday October 30 at St. 
John the Evangelist. 

Thirteen candidates will be 
presented from St. John’s, all 
of whom are currently taking 
instruction from Revs. Rob and 
Patty Luxton in the Library 
after the 10:30 am service each 
Sunday morning. 

Confirmation 
Class 

Candidates 
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John Biehn 
A highlight of the summer theatrical scene in 

London was the production of The Miller and His 
Men, a musical drama presented at Fanshawe Pio-
neer Village over two weeks in July. 

The Ad for the show read: 

Experience musical melodrama as it was per-
formed by the Officers of the Garrison when Lon-
don was a frontier town. Irreverently presented 
with new Scenery, Dresses and Decorations. 

A featured performer in the cast of 11, was our own parishioner 
and chorister Dr. John Biehn, a veteran of many local theatrical produc-
tions. 

When asked by the Banner editor if he had enjoyed participating in 
this musical drama, he replied; “This was the most exciting and satisfy-
ing involvement I have experienced in any production since I began my 
‘stage’ career in 1988 in St. John’s The Spirit of '88”. 

Moses Francis 
The letter below was received from one of our youths by the Out-

reach Committee following his experience at camp this summer. 

Dear St. John’s Outreach Committee: 
 
I would like to thank you for your generosity and giving me the oppor-
tunity to go to Huron Church Camp. I had a superb time at senior 
camp. We did a lot of fun activities such as going swimming in Lake 
Huron, going overnighting in the forest and going bowling with my 
fellow senior campers. I learned lots of things in these two weeks and 
made memories that I will keep forever. Thank you again for this op-
portunity. I really appreciated it. 
 

Sincerely, 
Moses Francis 

 
Bill Dale Is 90 

Following the Sunday morn-
ing service on Sept. 18, Bill Dale 
was recognized in the Parish Hall 
for having celebrated recently his 
90th birthday. When asked how he 
had been able to so successfully 
reach this distinguished age, he 
replied “I owe it all to the loving 
care and affection I have received 
from my beloved wife Jane!” 

An Update 
on the Fords 
By Canon Don 

This summer has 
been a special time for 
our family. We cele-
brated the marriage of 
our daughter Beth and 
Tim Ley on July 23rd. 
I officiated at their 
wedding at St. Paul’s 
Kingston, with a 
blessing. Beth and Tim 
are living in Kingston 
and are High School 
teachers with the Limestone School Board. 

Our granddaughter Mia Margaret, as many of you know, was born 
on November 17th to our daughter Sarah and her husband Claus. We 
have been spending time with Mia and her parents either in Montreal 
where they live, or here in London. We attended her Baptism on August 
13th at St. George’s in Montreal. What a joyful day! 

 

Bain Baptizes His Newest Grandchildren 
Our former Rector Canon Bain Peever baptized his twin grandchil-

dren Kate and Liam in Grimsby on May 22. They are the children of his 
eldest son Bruce Peever and his partner Julie. 

Bruce is currently working for the Management Consulting firm of 
KPMG in Hamilton. 

Canon Bain 
Peever with  
Bruce, Julie 

and their 
twins Kate 

and Liam 

 

Parishioners in the News 

Moses, back row, with fellow Senior Campers. 

Sarah (holding baby) and to her left, her husband Claus. 

Bill and Jane Dale 

 

Margaret Ford, Beth and  
Tim Ley, Canon Don. 
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By Susan Blocker 

Every Saturday 
night for the past 14 
years, St. John’s has 
been providing meals for some of Lon-
don’s most needy. The Meal Program pro-
vides gracious hospitality in the form of 
nutritious meals and a clothing cupboard. 
Volunteers who shop, cook, and serve the 
meals come from churches from all over 
the London area including St. Jude’s, St. 
Aidan’s, St. Martin-in-the-Fields, St. 
George’s Middlesex Centre, St. Alban’s, 
St. James Parkhill, St. Mary’s Brimsly, 
Siloam United, Riverside United, and St. 
Justin’s Roman Catholic. The annual cost 
of the Meal Program is $10,000. How-
ever, five years ago the Meal Program 
was in great trouble. The cost had been 
underwritten by a very generous individ-
ual. Suddenly, in 2007, that support was 
no longer available. That’s when parish-
ioner John Thompson, an avid runner and 
cyclist, came up with the idea of the walk/
run race. Since then, the St. John’s 5K 
Run/Walk, to be held this year on Sunday, 
October 16 at 2:30 p.m., has been our ma-
jor fundraiser.  

The event attracts parishioners, 

neighbours, meal team volunteers, adults, 
children, and even pet dogs. The route 
starts at the church and winds through the 
streets and parks of Old North to finish at 
the church, where the St. John’s marching 
band will greet the participants. 
Neighbourhood merchants have donated 
great prizes. Winners in each age group 
receive a commemorative medal, and all 
participants receive a t-shirt and are in-
vited to a post-race barbecue. 

Please join us on Sunday, October 16. 
The race starts at 2:30 p.m. You can regis-
ter at the church office the week 
before or at 1:30 p.m. on the 
day of the race. 

There is no entry fee but we 
ask a minimum of $10 in 
pledges. Both entry forms and 
pledge sheets are available at St. 
John’s, on the northeast corner 
of Wellington and St. James 
streets. 

During these difficult eco-
nomic times, the line-up for 
meals grows longer and money 
to provide the meals is thus 

needed more than ever. St. John’s asks all 
who are able to participate, either by par-
ticipating in the walk/run or by sponsoring 
a participant. Please join us for fun and 
fellowship in order to help others. 

Fun, Food and Fundraising at London’s St. John’s 
SJ5K at a Glance 
Sunday, October 16 

     1:30 pm—Registration 
     2:30 pm—Run / Walk Start 

Free t-shirt for all participants 
Free post-race BBQ 
Great Prizes awarded 
 In Support of the Meal Program 

By BruceTuck, 
Lay Delegate to Synod.       

 

Grace is getting what we 
don’t deserve. Mercy is not getting what 
we do deserve. 

The last issue of The Banner followed 
so closely upon Synod that there was not 
time to submit a report on the proceedings 
as they relate to Saint John’s. On the prin-
ciple of better late than never, here are 
some reflections on the 169th (but who’s 
counting?) Synod of the Diocese of Huron. 

From one perspective, Synod was dis-
appointing. The Church is facing many 
pressing issues - the still unresolved ques-
tion of the blessing of same-sex unions, the 
consequent schism in many parts of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion, open 
table communion, the need for liturgies 
more in touch with 21st century needs and 
realities, vast sums of money lost in legal 

fees in litigation, the question of ownership 
of parish properties, etc. These found no 
place on the agenda, and motions passed 
were mostly housekeeping or motherhood 
issues. 

From another perspective, however, 
Synod was inspirational and spiritually 
enriching. The theme was Astonished by 
Grace and Bishop Bennett in his Charge 
stressed the wonder and bounty of God’s 
grace, which we can, and should, draw 
deeply upon in facing the challenges con-
fronting the Church. Canon Bill Cliff, in 
his inimitable manner, turned three famil-
iar parables sens dessus dessous to ener-
gize us with the fact that wherever we go 
to perform God’s work, God is there be-
fore us, awaiting us with His empowering 
grace. Furthermore, the joyous enthusiasm 
of our young people present at Synod was 
contagious. And the mere presence of 400 
or so Anglicans in one spot, singing, pray-
ing and conversing together in congeniality 
was heartening, seeing that bringing Angli-
cans into unanimity can be as frustrating as 
herding kittens. 

The one pressing issue that Synod dis-
cussed was the common problem of de-
clining church attendance. We at St. John’s 
have been more fortunate than some, but 
even here in a vital and active parish with 
strong leadership, our numbers are not 
what they were 10 years ago. In view of 
this diocese-wide problem, a plan of action 
has been developed.  

The Diocesan Strategic Plan has 
three principal priorities - (1) to create an 
external focus on mission, (2) to concen-
trate on human resources (vocational dis-
cernment and formation of clergy and la-
ity), (3) to ensure an effective use of physi-
cal, financial and other resources of the 
Diocese. Diocesan initiatives for the year 
will be to establish local priorities, hold a 
clergy study day in January, hold mis-
sional leadership days for lay leaders, es-
tablish continuing education and profes-
sional development for clergy, prepare a 
major financial campaign, and hold con-
sultation on canonical change. 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

Well, Mercy Me! 

The St. John’s Marching Band at the 2010 Event 

 

 

This article and picture was forwarded by the Outreach Committee to 
the Huron Church News and SCENE Magazine 
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As we address the problem of church development and revi-
talization here at St. John’s we must bear in mind that our prob-
lems here are also Diocesan-wide. A constant theme at Synod 
was : “We are better together.” We all tend to overly-concentrate 
on protecting our own individual parishes rather than the Church 
as a whole, but letting go of personal agendas and working to-
gether as a Diocese will give us added strength to make necessary 
changes. 

What was that? Did someone say ‘changes’? Those are fight-
ing words to many Anglicans. When a speaker at Synod asked : “ 
What is the greatest obstacle to change in the Anglican Church?” 
Chris Atkinson whispered insightfully “Anglicans”. And he was 
right! We tend to dread change and avoid it like the plague. Yet 
someone quoted Albert Einstein, (who knew a bit about change 
and paradigm shift), who said: “Insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over and expecting a different result.” Repeating our 
past (and present) mistakes and hoping for better  

(2) outcomes will not work - either here at St. John’s or in the 
Diocese as a whole. Fresh, innovative thinking and some risk-
taking must occur, and (gasp!) some changes must be made. Cir-
cumstances would indicate that we, as individuals, must cease to 
insist stubbornly on our personal preferences, likes and dislikes, 
and be prepared to accept changes demanded by conditions of 21st 
century society and the spiritual needs of contemporary worship-
pers. Otherwise, as regards our future - consider the dodo bird. 

Action Plan: 

So then, what can we at St. John’s do to help revitalize the 
Church? 

1.  As above, alter our mindset and be Open to Change. 

2.  Encourage and reach out to our young people. With 
every generation there has been a decline in church membership. 
For example, in 1984, 8% of Canadian young people were An-
glicans. By 2008 that number was down to 2%. Our young peo-
ple present us with our greatest mission field since they obvi-
ously represent the future of the Anglican Church. Yet, there are 
sparks of life here. That 2% is an active and vibrant 2%. Our 
youth representatives at Synod are involved and enthusiastic, 
energizing and vivifying their older cohorts. Initiatives such as 
Crash the Cathedral and U2charists have worked well. Here at 
St. John’s our young people are bright, lively, and a blessing to 
the parish. We need to listen to their voice and provide them with 

opportunities to grow and express their faith. Further to this, one 
of the demographic groups most open to joining a Christian com-
munity is young families seeking support and a positive environ-
ment for their children. 

3.  Be open to amalgamation where necessary in the Dio-
cese. As in the military, an apparent withdrawal can be a strate-
gic repositioning. A church needs 150-200 active members to 
grow and thrive. Where parishes need to be amalgamated to 
achieve this number, the result can be, and usually has been, a 
renewed, re-energized and re-vitalized community with the en-
thusiasm and resources to attract new members and carry out 
active ministry. 

4.  Reach out! In today’s society the Church is often viewed 
as stodgy, archaic, irrelevant and judgmental. (Who, us?) We 
need to close the gap between the Church and the world at large 
and improve our image. To survive, the Church must reach out 
(as did Christ) into the ‘real world’. The culture will not come to 
us, as in the past. Today, we must go out and meet it on its own 
ground. We must be ‘seeker-sensitive’ - know the lifestyle, prob-
lems and needs of those we hope to win over to the Church and 
find new ways to tap into the universal longing for transcen-
dence. In other words, we can not remain inwardly-focused, con-
centrating solely on our internal problems of budgets, commit-
tees and ensuring that our own parish needs are met to the detri-
ment of all else. We must also focus on non-churchgoers and go 
out to ‘meet them where they’re at’ in their own milieu and, as 
has been well said, market God , not the Church. 

5.  Participate. The Diocesan Mission and Ministry Group 
hopes to introduce a 6 week study period using a specially-
developed lectionary soon after Thanksgiving. The plan is to 
offer small discussion groups mid-week during the study period. 
Details will follow as we receive them from the Diocese. Our 
Back to Church Sunday on September 25 is one step towards 
reaching out to the society around us. They say many hands 
make light work. In this case, many hands at God’s work can 
make the light of Christ shine even brighter into the secular 
world. 

(Continued from page 5) Synod Report 

The Diocese of Huron is preparing to enter into a dialogue 
about its mission and ministry using The Prodigal God study 
by Tim Keller as a way of drawing us in. I hope that this blog 
will be a place where people can share some of the insights, 
questions and good news stories that the study is generating. 
Please remember to be positive and full of grace in all you 
share. All comments will be reviewed by a moderator before 
being posted. 

 

Richard Salt 

 

The Bishop has recently appointed the Ven. Richard Salt to the 
new Diocesan position of Director of Mission and Ministry. 
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Led by Rishi Sativihari 

Rishi is a St. John’s parishioner and Pos-
tulant in the Diocese of Huron, who was a 
staff Psychologist for the University of To-
ronto Psychiatric Service. 

Parishioners are invited to attend four week seminars with 
Rishi Sativihari . The first two will be to be held in the church 
Library Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm on October 5 and end-
ing November 7. Two more will follow at a later date. 

The content of the course is outlined below in Rishi’s 
words: 

More about Rishi (from an interview by the Banner Editor 
with this quiet but fascinating man). 

He was born Richard Wright and grew up in the inner city 
of Detroit during the 1960’s and 70’s.He was baptized, con-
firmed and educated Roman Catholic. His formal education is 
extensive: B.A. in Theology (Houghton College, New York), 
M.A. and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology (California School of 
Professional Psychology, San Diego). He spent some time 
away from the church working in the mental health field but 
the most transforming thing that happened during his time 
away from the church was that he became a Buddhist Monk. 

He entered the monastic life receiving his training and or-
dination from teachers in Sri Lanka, Australia, and in India. 

In 2003 Rishi left monastic life and began training in the 
contemplative foundations of Judaism and Christianity at the 
Toronto School of Theology, taking courses at Wycliffe, Trin-
ity, Emmanuel and Regis Colleges. He completed the program 
and received his M.Div. 

He is currently living in London and is a Postulant, study-
ing at Huron University College, looking forward to being or-
dained as an Anglican Priest this fall. He awaits a posting by 
the Bishop to a suitable Parish in this Diocese. 

Rishi is married to a 
fellow seminarian at Huron 
Shaun Eaton. He defines the 
Anglican faith as “distinct” 
and considers himself an 
“orthodox Anglican”. He is 
a  great  admirer  of 
Archbishop Rowan Wil-
liams. 

Rishi has published a 
book titled “un-learning the 
basics”, a new way of un-
derstanding yourself and the 
world. A copy of this book 
is in our church Library. 

Fall Seminar 

If we look at the titles of contemporary self-help 
books, or the sorts of things that people write in their 
internet “blogs”, or the kinds of themes that get covered 
on popular television show like “Oprah” or “Dr. Phil”…
many people in our North American society are quite con-
cerned about “self-awareness.” And not a few people in 
our culture portray themselves as experts in “self aware-
ness”. They know who’s got it, and who doesn’t, and how 
to get more of it if you don’t have quite enough. In many 
ways “self-awareness” has become a popular commodity 
in our contemporary world. 

But what does “self-awareness” actually mean? What 
do the ancient Jewish and Greek wisdom traditions that 
formed what we now call “Christianity” have to teach us 
about knowing ourselves? This four session seminar and 
discussion series will explore these questions and bring 
Christian faith and self awareness into dialogue with an-
other. Each two hour session will involve a talk, discus-
sion, an exercise, and a homework assignment for the fol-
lowing week 

Faith and Self- Awareness 

 

Q. What kind of man was Boaz 
before he married Ruth?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Ruthless.  

 
Q. What do they call pastors in 

Germany ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A. German Shepherds 

 
Q. Who was the greatest 
financier in the Bible?  

 
 

 
 

A. Noah He was floating his stock 
while everyone else was in liquidation 

 

 

Q. Who was the greatest 
female financier in the Bible?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A. Pharaoh’s daughter. 
She went down to the 
bank of the Nile and 

drew out a little prophet.  
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Bible Study 
Submitted by Pamela Rudd 
(As found on the internet) 
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Those who follow the writings of 
Bishop Spong will know that, as well as 
having published several books on con-
temporary Christian theology, which 
have sold over a million copies, he writes 
a weekly column which can be seen regu-
larly on the Internet. A fee of approx.$30 
per year gives you access to this website. 
As well, he answers questions on current 
theological topics which have been sub-
mitted to him by his readers. 

An example of this dialogue is 
printed below from a recent column: 

 

Question: 

We appreciate that you don’t want to 
throw out the Bible, but rather to “rescue 
it” and focus on its message of love.  Do 
you think there will ever be a day when 
the Bible will include not only the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, but 
also the “Newest Testament” that might 
reflect modern Christian thought? 

Answer: 

Given what I know about church de-
cision making processes, I think the an-
swer to your question is a simple “no.”  I 
do not see how an ecclesiastical body 
could be constituted to make this happen 
in any official way given the state of in-
stitutional Christianity today.  Some indi-
viduals might be able to accomplish this 
task for themselves, but I do not believe 
institutional forms of Christianity ever 
will. 

The intention of your question, how-
ever, can be met in other ways and I 
think it not only will, but it must.  The 

Bible, as presently constituted, makes the 
assumption that God no longer speaks 
through people in this world and has not 
done so since II Peter, the last written 
book that was added to the Canon of 
Scripture about 135 CE. 

Included in our sacred text at this 
moment are no voices of women, no 
voices of people of color and no voices 
from the last 2000 years of Christian his-
tory.  Surely a book suffering from those 
limitations cannot be called in any literal 
sense “The Word of God” unless you 
assume that the word of the Lord can 
only be found in males (who are gener-
ally thought of as white although they are 
actually middle eastern), and that they all 
lived between 1000 BCE and 135 
CE!  Surely God is not so limited, nor 
has God been on a sabbatical for the last 
2000 years! 

So why can we not supplement our 
scriptures with other voices?  We can call 
these readings in church:  “The Contem-
porary Lesson” or something simi-
lar.  Among the things I would like to be 
considered for inclusion in such a prac-
tice are: 

The letter from a Birmingham Jail, 
by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Some of the writings from recog-
nized female religious leaders through 
the ages like Hildegard of Bingen in the 
early 12th century and Julian of Norwich 
in the late 14th century.  More contempo-
rary female voices might include Mary 
Seton from the 17th century and Dorothy 
Day from the 20th century.  Contempo-
rary female leaders of great and even dar-
ing insight might include Karen Arm-
strong and Elaine Pagels. 

Some of the voices of the Third 
World like Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Archbishop Oscar Romero and Leonardo 
Boff would bring to “scripture” a very 
different accent. 

Frontier voices that moved Christian-
ity in new directions might include such 
shaping theologians as Augustine of 
Hippo, Thomas Aquinas, Meister Eck-
hart, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Eras-
mus, Teilhard de Chardin, John A. T. 

Robinson, Edward Schillebeeckx, Hans 
Kung, Paul Tillich and John Elbridge 
Hines. 

I am sure this list could be expanded 
endlessly and everyone would probably 
come up with different names.  Your let-
ter might free the imaginations of my 
readers to form the list of those whose 
work has been “the word of God “ to 
them, for that is what I have done and 
that is how scripture is always deter-
mined. 

We could then keep the Bible as it is 
as our historic text, but add to its message 
in a supplementary way from the richness 
of our religious history. 

I would also like to encourage 
churches to stop ending the Sunday ser-
vice reading of scripture with some ver-
sion of the liturgical phrase “This is the 
Word of the Lord.”  There are some pas-
sages in the Bible that no one should ever 
attribute to God (see I Samuel 15:1-2, for 
example), but we can still hear God 
speaking through the Bible and surely a 
living God would also speak through 
other voices in history.  So perhaps we 
should end the reading of scripture as the 
Anglican prayer book of New Zealand 
suggests:  “Hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the churches.” 

Thank you for your question. 

~John Shelby Spong 

Bishop Spong Coming to London 
Parishioners will be interested in 

attending an upcoming Lecture in 
London being given by the well 
known author and very liberal retired 
US Episcopal Bishop John Spong. 
(Archie Skirving says he’s just inside 
the tent). He will be speaking at First 
St. Andrews United Church on Sun-
day October 23 at 2:00 pm and tickets 
can be obtained from FSA church 
office for $20. 
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By Archie Skirving 
In 1962, those questions 

would have received a sim-
ple response—the Book of 
Common Prayer. 

And yes within that book, there is a 
section entitled: “The Collects, Epistles 
and Gospels to be used throughout the 
year”—followed by ten paragraphs of 
Rubrics {directions for use} on pages 94 
& 95. This covers a one year time period 
for the celebration of Holy Communion. 

For Morning and Evening Prayer, 
“The Tables and Lessons” , pages xvi - 
xlv,  provides a two year pattern for 
these Offices. 

So, the Book of Common Prayer pro-
vides the pattern - but - how did that pat-
tern evolve ? 

Essentially, as the 1549 Prayer Book 
developed, the readings for Holy Com-
munion followed traditional liturgical 
patterns, such as those used in the dio-
cese of Salisbury - the Sarum Rite. 

Because Morning and Evening 
Prayer were newly edited patterns of the 
traditional Monastic Offices, our Angli-
cans reformers required a new pattern, 
and, as the use of English was growing, 
those same reformers created a pattern - 
that - if one attended Morning and Eve-
ning Prayer each Sunday over a two year 
period, one would hear the core of the 
Sacred Scriptures. At the same time, a 
more complete schedule of readings was 
devised for Morning and Evening Prayer 
during the week. 

In today’s Church, with the decreas-

ing emphasis of Morning and Evening 
Prayer on Sunday, that two year cycle 
has become impracticable. And, since 
the traditional readings in the Book of 
Common Prayer basically excluded the 
Hebrew Scriptures, a new pattern was 
needed. 

The Revised Common Lectionary 
was devised by ecumenical scholars fol-
lowing the Second Vatican Council.  
This new pattern includes: 

a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 

a psalm portion, that generally refers 
to the appointed Hebrew Scripture 

a reading from the Epistles 

a reading from the Holy Gospels. 

One variation of these readings may 
occur during Easter-tide, where, a read-
ing from the Acts of the Apostles may be 
used in place of the Hebrew Scripture 
reading. 

Following this Three Year Cycle, 
major portions, both of the Hebrew and 
of the Christian Scriptures will be pro-
claimed in a fairly logical and consistent 
pattern - one that remains true to the sea-
son of the Church Year, as well as, a less 
interrupted reading of the Epistles and 
Gospels. 

For example: in this current liturgi-
cal year, this pattern includes I Thessalo-
nians and Saint Matthew 22 - 25 to be 
read on Sundays, October 16th - Novem-
ber 13th.. 

So - that is our Anglican practice - 
one that is more and more is in harmony 
with Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and 

other Christian communities. 

Editing the content of the Sunday 
Readings can be difficult at the best of 
times, and, downright perilous, when 
editing reflects individual opinions. 
From the second Christian century on-
ward, there have been voices,  both to 
add, and, to subtract from the Scriptures. 
The Revised Common Lectionary bal-
ances Hebrew and Christian Scriptures 
for our Sunday proclamation. 

From a recent American text, Para-
doxy the Reverend Ken Howard, an 
Episcopal priest writes on page 74: 

“Saint Paul speaks of faith in Christ 
as the spiritual equivalent of the faith in 
Abraham, rather that a religion of Chris-
tianity as a successor of Judaism.” Fr. 
Howard refers to Romans 3.1 ff. 

Both within the faith and practice of 
those early Anglican reformers, the re-
discovery of the Bible was central to 
their Sunday worship. The pride and joy 
of those scholars created a treasure 
within our Prayer Book, the Collect for 
Advent II, page 97: 

“Blessed Lord,  who hast caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learn-
ing…” 

In our more secular society, where 
Sundays are more apt to be spent in 
shopping malls than in churches,  one 
mark of our Faith continues to be the 
proclamation of God’s Good News - a 
proclamation that provides each one of 
us, and our community as a whole, a sure 
a certain hope for today and the tomor-
rows that God may grant! 

From Where Do Those Sunday Readings Come? How Are They Chosen? 
 

 

Q. Who was the greatest 
comedian in the Bible? 

 

A. Samson. 
He brought the house down. 

Q. Which servant of God 
was the most flagrant law-

breaker in the Bible?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Moses. He broke all 
10 commandments at once.  

Q. Which Bible character 
had no parents?  

 
 

A. Joshua, son of Nun 
 

 
PS... Did you know it’s a sin 
for a woman to make coffee?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yup, it’s in the Bible. 
It says . “He-brews” 

(Continued 
from page 7) Bible Study 
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Fred Munn 

There is longstanding 
and widespread discon-
tent in the Arab world, 
where people have suf-
fered under despotic gov-
ernments which have 
failed to deliver appropriate services (to 
say the least), sometimes despite great 
wealth from oil.In its own interests, the 
West, the U.S. in particular, has supported 
these governments, and also that of Israel, 
despite the latter’s oppression and vio-
lence against the Palestinians. I believe 
that the terrorist attacks were partly sim-
ple revenge, partly in hope of provoking a 
response which would destabilize the po-
litical situation and ultimately bring down 
the existing governments. It worked. 
Some governments have fallen, although 
I’m not sure how much 9/11 was a factor 
in that. We’ve yet to see arise in their 
place the kind of Islamist government that 
the terrorists would favour; on the other 
hand the “war on terror” has certainly 
strengthened anti-American and national-
istic feelings, and I suspect that any truly 
popularly-elected government might not 
be entirely to our liking. (I recall that in 
Gaza, the terrorist group Hamas came to 
power with a majority of the votes.) 

I think the “war on terror” has been 
vastly cost-ineffective and has increased 
the numbers and zeal of the potential ter-
rorists and their supporters, although the 
extraordinary security measures intro-
duced may have made things more diffi-
cult for them (they sure have for the rest 
of us). The ultimate solution to the prob-
lem must lie in improved political and 
social conditions in the Arab world, and 
elsewhere. Too bad all that money wasn’t 
spent that way. 

By the way, I don't think any of us 
need to worry personally about the threat 
of terrorism. You’re more likely to be hit 
by a meteorite. 

John Biehn 

1st Question: The answer 
is debatable and likely 
multifaceted. In my opin-
ion Bin Laden’s intense 
hatred of US foreign pol-
icy was the galvanizing 
force behind 9-11. To my 
understanding, his reli-
gious convictions played a minor role. 
The attack was meticulously planned, and 
with great patience, and was facilitated by 
a failure of various intelligence agencies 
to coordinate their efforts. 

2nd Question: The short answer is no. 
Though there might be a leadership void 
at the top, many have now been inspired 
to plan and act independent of each other 
in many cases. The fact that the global 
community borders on political and eco-
nomic chaos doesn’t help matters. 

Vonnie Collyer 

I think the reasons for 
attacking the U.S. on 9/11 
were to do with American 
foreign policy. They are 
an empire in decline [like 
the British, Roman etc.], 
who have not yet ac-
cepted that fact, and still see themselves 
as the policemen of the world. They are 
very afraid of anything that smacks of 
socialism and so they prop up egregious 
dictators- Saddam for a while, Mubarek, 
Gaddafi, and the list goes on. And they 
seem to feel no embarrassment when 
these thugs are brought down. They 
walked right in to the plan of the attackers 
by starting 2 prolonged wars, for which 
they had little or no justification, and no 
money to wage, exacting a terrible price 
on their own citizenry and helping to de-
stabilize the world’s economy, while 
at  the same time increasing animosity 
towards them in the middle East. 

 Has anything been learned? I like to 
remain optimistic, because the Americans 
can have a wonderful spirit, but the ideo-
logical differences in their country are so 
emotionally charged and polarized that 
we may have a fairly long period before 
some reason and sanity prevail again .And 

religion is not playing a particularly posi-
tive role in the current situation. 

Much as I like Pres. Obama, it gives 
me the creeps to hear him say “God bless 
America.” When we live in a multi-
cultural society where so many people 
find their spirituality in places other than 
churches—synagogues, mosques, nature, 
meditation, their own and others’ good-
ness etc., maybe it is time to rethink that 
expression. What meaning does it have? 
And does it not exclude many people- 
maybe even the majority? 

 

John Thompson  

I do not see that there has been any 
material change in the factors underlying 
the September 11th terror-
ist attacks. There is still the 
widespread influence in 
the Muslim world of viru-
lent Islamic fundamental-
ism. Its perverse reading of 
the Qur'an condones the 
killing of "unbelievers". 
Osama bin Laden's ultimate goal was the 
liberation of Saudi Arabia from a leader-
ship he viewed as corrupt, and supported 
by the United States. America's unques-
tioning support of Israel, as well as cor-
rupt states throughout the Arab world, 
made his crusade even more logical and 
appealing to disaffected Muslims. Now he 
has been martyred, but the movement he 
sparked has only been hobbled. It will 
only become irrelevant when, or if, the 
Western world addresses the injustices in 
the Muslim world in which it is complicit 
and voices within the Muslim world con-
test the Qur'anic interpretation used by 
fundamentalists. Until then, we can ex-
pect more of the same, if not on the scale 
of the Twin Towers. 

 
Joan Grant 

I am not sure about the motivation for 
the attack on 911, perhaps it was mis-
guided. However, the treat-
ment of the rest of the 
world by Americans and 
probably us as well is less 
than Christian.  The need 
for oil drives all our ac-
tions.  As far as future at-
tacks are concerned, I believe the situa-
tion is worse than ever. The retaliation 

(Continued on page 11) 

9/11 Reflections 
The world this month has remembered 
9/11. 
 

The question that remains 
...Why did the terrorists attack? 
 

Today, 10 years later, we ask....Have 
we today now eliminated the reasons 
for such another attack? 
 

The Banner asked  several parishioners 
if they would give their own answer to 
these questions. 
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was overkill destroying Iraq (which it 
turns out was not involved) and I’m sure 
this would just provoke more and more 
anger. Somehow understanding and me-
diation would have been a better way to 
go. I understand that some of the families 
of victims of the attack are of this opinion. 
Revenge is not a good motivation. I don’t 
disagree with the intervention in Afghani-
stan because I believe the Taliban is a dan-
gerous and destructive influence espe-
cially on the women in that country. 

Gerry Fenwick 
9/11 was just the first 

big step in Bin Laden’s 
plan to convert the world 
into a Muslim caliphate 
with supreme power in 
religion and government. 

His first target was the western democra-
cies because the thought of a democracy 
was anathema to his plan. But Arab dicta-
torships were also on the horizon as his 
next attack target.  

He thought the shock of an event like 
9/11 would encourage America and the 
west to pull back opening the way 
for  Islam to flourish in the Arab world 
and by cause Arab Muslims to rise up 
against the west and the dictators. This 
awakening would grow to establish a cen-
tre of world Islam power which would 
eventually spread to other parts of the 
world. 

Ten years on his movement is largely 
discredited and greatly diminished and 
instead of rising up against the western 
democracies the Arab Spring has toppled 
several dictators and started a movement 
to more democratic government in all the 

countries affected. The end result will 
range from secular to religion based de-
mocracies with varying degrees of free-
dom but a far cry from Bin Laden’s goal 
of an Muslim caliphate. 

But the threat is still present as there 
are several small splinter groups that be-
lieve in violence to promote their causes. 
And as long as the money continues to 
flow from the Saudis to promote their ex-
treme Wahhabi interpretation of Islam in 
religious schools which teach young men 
to become terrorists and  Pakistan contin-
ues to host these schools there will be an 
steady supply of suicide bombers for some 
time. There are too many frustrated young 
Muslim men in the Arab countries without 
training or gainful employment opportuni-
ties that can be manipulated against the 
law and order required for peace.  

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Proposed New Sound System 
By Bob Hayman 

All parishioners I think will 
agree that the present sound sys-
tem installed in the church has 
become distressing, unreliable 
and an embarrassment to church members 
and visitors during regular church services. 
Many parishioners feel urgent action is re-
quired to correct this deficiency in our wor-
ship facility. 

After investigating possible consultants 
to study the existing facility and provide 
recommendations for correcting same, the 
Parish Council in 2010 invited the firm of 
Horizon Solutions of London to review the 
existing system in the church and provide 
recommendations. 

Their detailed report was received by 
the Church Wardens in July of 2010. The 
highlights  (quoting from Horizon) are as 
follows: 

a thorough review of the geometry and 
sound reception characteristics of our 
building and the existing system was un-
dertaken; 

changing the aesthetics of the existing 
sanctuary by treating the room would 
probably not be acceptable; 

4 new special speakers are recommended, 
two in the nave and two in the choir. They 
will be located centrally and will hang 
from cross beams located close to the 
peak; 

system control from a combination of 
automatic mixing coupled with some 
manual control. For normal weekend ser-
vices the system would operate without 
requiring any manual control. This will 
enable the system to be enjoyed “hands 
free”; 

if some volume adjustments are needed 
there is a controller that will allow some 
control; 

your system will be very user friendly and 
provide simple operation; 

input devices of a CD player with a built 
in iPod dock for program playback and a 
solid state recorder will be located in the 
rear of the nave where the existing re-
cording location is now; 

for high quality recording a hanging mic 
to pick up audience is included, a mic to 
pick up the choir, and 6 wireless systems, 
4 beltpack systems with head worn mic 
and two hand held mics. Two new mics 
for the pulpit and lectern are part of the 
system along with 2 general purpose mics 
and a piano mic; 

new hearing enhancement system includ-
ing transmitter, 4 receivers with single ear 
buds; 

auxiliary mixer for permanent system has 
16 inputs; 

included are two powered floor monitors, 
which would be used if a special singer 
came in and required a monitor for back-
ground track. 

Included in this proposal is the supply and 
installation of an electrically operated 

projection screen for visual presentations 
in the church. This screen will be hidden 
inconspicuously at the ceiling of the nave 
over the rood screen, and will be lowered 
and retracted as required; 

Total estimated cost of this system was 
quoted at $45,000. 

A full discussion on this proposal was 
delayed for many months and a proposed 
meeting to present this proposal in its en-
tirety to the Vestry earlier this year was can-
celled. 

The Parish Council at its meeting of 
June 21 authorized, as a first step, the pur-
chase of the headsets and belt packs at a cost 
of $4000, funding to come from the Gifts 
and Memorials Fund. 

Further action on this project awaits a 
study of possible other funding sources to 
complete the system as proposed. 

Parish Council News 

Representation of projection screen 

9/11 Reflections 
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Luxton’s Mission 
Trip to Detroit 
 

By Rev. Rob Luxton 

We had a fulfilling experience going 
to inner city Detroit this summer for a 
week. We heard about this opportunity 
through our Regional Dean, the Rev. 
Larry Edwards of the Parish of the 
Thames. Larry told us about Rippling 
Hope, an organization which has been 
helping in various areas in the United 
States affected by tornados and hurri-
canes. The organization is led by Carl 
and Robin Zerweck. Carl is a Disciple of 
Christ Pastor, who has left parish work 
to do this ministry. Robin does the book-
keeping and prepares and cooks wonder-
ful meals. Rippling Hope also had Stu-
dent Intern Jesse and a volunteer Karen 
who helped to keep the groups organ-
ized. 

Rippling Hope came to Detroit this 

summer for about six weeks to work out 
of Northwestern Christian Church in the 
City of Detroit. Larry told us that they 
were looking for groups and people to 
come and have an experience of helping 
in a community that has been hurting for 
a long time. The City of Detroit’s popu-
lation has shrunk from about 1.5 Million 
people in the 1970’s to about 600,000 
people. 

A group from the Parish of Thames 
(which is a four point parish just east of 
London) went in the first week of June 
and we decided to go for the 2nd week of 
July. The weekend we were going to 
Detroit, Carl, Robin, Jesse and Karen 
came to London to help the Parish of 
Thames take a turn a our Saturday Night 
Meal Program. 

The Deanery of Brough generously 
provided some financial support to fund 
the mission trip. We worked, ate, slept 
and had fellowship in the Northwestern 
Christian Church. We were able to meet 
two other groups for our week. One was 
a Baptist group, consisting of the Pastor 
Noah and 3 young people, C.J., Brooke 
and Hannah. The other group consisted 
of a Disciple of Christ Pastor Tom and 
his wife Gladys, their son Sam and three 
young people, David, Brad, and Erin 
from their Church. Both of these groups 
came from Wilmington, Ohio. We en-
joyed working with them and having 
fellowship with one another around 
meals and each evening we took turns 
leading a time of devotions and prayers. 
In late afternoon and evenings we would 
play ball on the lawn of the church and 
enjoy $1 ice cream from the ice cream 
trucks which would travel around the 
neighbourhood. 

We spent our week painting, clean-
ing, removing and installing new toilets 
and putting in showers at Northwestern 
Christian Church. The hope is that 
Northwestern Community Church will 
continue to develop as a ministry centre 
for the community. We also did some 
other work at Bethany Christian Church 
and some painting and power washing at 
some neighbourhood homes. We met 

some of the people in the neighbourhood 
who would come by to say hello. We 
would go for walks around the commu-
nity. We worked from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
most days with water and lunch breaks. 
There are many challenges in that com-
munity. You would see nicely kept 
houses besides a burnt out house and 
vacant lot. There are no large grocery 
chains in the whole area so it makes it 
difficult for the community to find rea-
sonable grocery prices. 

One night a group from another Dis-
ciple of Christ Church in the area came 
in a prepared us a wonderful meal of 
meatloaf, potatoes, vegetables and des-
sert. 

We concluded the week with a night 
out with our new friends. We went to a 
Mini-Golf and Go Cart amusement park 
for the evening in one of surrounding 
Suburbs of Detroit. 

Rippling Hope is planning returning 
to Detroit next summer for a few months 
and we are hoping to go again. If anyone 
would be interested in going with us 
please let us know. You can check out 
the Rippling Hope Website at 
www.ripplinghope.org.  

 Summer Adventures 

Mark and Rob 

Patty and Sarah 
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By Judy Tuck 

The New Horizons Band took another successful tour of 
Europe in summer 2011, and St. John’s members Gerry Fen-
wick, and Alan, Judy, Connie and Adam Tuck were on the trip. 
This year, the tour was to Italy and included stops in Rome, 
Florence and Venice. We were very busy in preparation for this 
trip as we had to practice two full playlists, for sacred and for 
secular settings. 

In Rome, the first stop, our guided tour of the city included 
a visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Pantheon, the Spanish steps 
and the Trevi Fountain. Later that afternoon we returned to the 
Pantheon for our first performance. Playing in that beautiful 
building was an amazing experience. In the evening of that day 
we had our second performance at a piazza outside the church 
of Santi Giovanni E Paolo. 

The following day was free for sightseeing and many peo-
ple took advantage of a guided tour to the Vatican Museum and 
Sistine Chapel. Many of the group managed to get in to see St. 
Peter’s Basilica also (where the Pope put in an appearance!). 
The Tuck family spent the afternoon touring the Coliseum. 

Next we were off to Florence with a very brief stop in As-
sisi. The speediest among us managed to get out to view the 
monastery founded by St. Francis. Our first Florence concert 
was that evening in a cloister at the Biblioteca Delle Oblate.  

The next day we had a walking tour of Florence, where the 
highlight was the beautiful Duomo in the centre of the city. We 
had a tour of the Uffizi museum, which includes works by Bot-
ticelli, Leonardo and Michelangelo. We had another perform-
ance that afternoon at the Santo Stefano Al Ponte church, near 
the Ponte Vecchio. 

A tour of Tuscany was planned for the next day, which in-
cluded a tour of the Carletti Policiano winery (with wine tasting 
at 10 AM!), and visits to the beautiful medieval cities of Sienna 
(featured in the movie Quantum of Solace) and San Gimignano. 

Finally we were off to Venice, with a stop at Ravenna on 
the way. Here we had a tour of the Basilica of San Vitale and 
Galla Placidia Mausoleum, where the highlight was the beauti-
ful mosaics. 

Our visit to Venice included a tour of the Doge’s Palace 
and St. Mark’s Basilica (where Giovanni Gabrieli was principal 
organist for many years), and performances at San Moise 
Church and at the Telecom Future Centre, near the Rialto 
Bridge. Many of us also found time for a gondola ride! 

The NHB Italian tour was an amazing 10 days. A wonder-
ful time was had by all! 

Summer Adventures 

 

Jazz Band at Hotel Baglione in Florence 

Gerry Fenwick (front right) and Alan Tuck (back right) 
 

The Godwins in 
Manhattan 
By Peter Godwin 

In August we flew from Pearson to 
LaGuardia airports to spend five nights in 
Manhattan, a place we had never visited. 
Since so many movies, television series, 
theatre, news media, popular music, land 
marks and political events are centred 
there it wasn’t going to be an adventure 
into the unknown. However, nothing 
compares to actually experiencing a city.  

We were based at our hotel, Essex 
House, on Central Park South which 

proved to be very nice as each morning 
we walked through Central Park before 
leaving for a day of sightseeing and 
(mainly women’s fashion) shopping. We 
did a lot of walking – the best way to see 
the city; took a few taxis – expensive but 
simple and convenient; and tried the sub-
way system – inexpensive but compli-
cated.  

We saw the Statue of Liberty from 
the Stanton Island ferry, overlooked the 
city from the Rockefeller Center, visited 
both the Guggenheim and Metropolitan 
Museums, restaurants in Little Italy, the 
Times Square and Broadway areas, and 
near our hotel, experienced the Pompeii 
exhibit. Shopping included Macy’s on 
34th Street, Bloomingdales, and many 

shops along Broadway. 

Evelyn’s suitcase being lost by the 
airline for 36 hours drove our first day’s 
itinerary, and on Tuesday an unexpected 
thunderstorm caught us unprepared - we 

(Continued on page 14) 

Central Park—Peter, Jenny and Evelyn 

Summer Adventures 

St. John’s Musicians Visit Italy 

Tuck Family in Venice Gondola Ride 
From left: Adam, Judy, Alan, Connie 
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St. John’s is launching 

a new way to 
fund raise. 

 
We all spend money each month on things like groceries, 

gas, coffee, eating out and household items. 
 

Rather than paying for these things by cash or credit card, 
why not buy a retail card and help raise money for the church? 

 

Each time you buy a retail card a percentage of the 
cost of the card is given to the church. 

 

For example, if this were your weekly spending habits: 
Groceries $100…..$4 to the church 
Gas $100…..…….$2 to the church 

Coffee $25…….....….$1.25 to the church 
Eating out $50…..$2 to the church 

 

It may not seem like much but 
$10 each week equals 

$520 per year per family at St. John’s. 
 

You are not spending any more money, 
just buying things a different way. 

 

Just think if we were to share this idea 
with a neighbour or two and 

they bought retail cards as well! 
 

What a great way to give back! 
 

With Christmas just around the corner, 
people may be doing some shopping early. 

 

Why not buy a retail card from our list of retailers 
and use it for your gift buying and in doing that, 

participate in St. John’s new fundraiser. 
 

Cards may be purchased on Sundays in the Parish Hall 
Contact Cathy Blake at 519-433-8766 

 

St. John’s Fundraiser 
 

Retail Cards 

value more than anything. They live such simple yet beautiful lives, 
it’s inspiring. 

Returning home was difficult. The reverse-culture shock was 
over-whelming and I realized how materialistic our society is. I 
needed to make my trip worthwhile. I needed to be part of a posi-
tive change. I realized I could do this by sharing their stories back 
home, by giving them a voice.  

They say God gives us dreams a size too big so we can grow 
into them. Well, my dream is to change the world. But I’ve learned 
that changing the world can be as simple as a smile, a hug or a 
word of encouragement. It’s those small acts of kindness that make 
the difference. And I owe so much to our church community for all 
your incredible support! 

I wouldn’t be anywhere without the amazing support I received 
from the St. John’s community. So many parishioners attended our 
fundraiser concert “An Evening for Ecuador”; I received several 
letters of encouragement and had many conversations with people 
at coffee hour about my trip. “The smallest act of kindness is worth 
more than the greatest intention.” I realize I am blessed to have 
such a strong, supportive faith community behind me. And I want 
to express all my gratitude in two words. In two words I want to 
show the huge amount of appreciation I cannot express. In the two 
little words that make the difference. Thank you. 

(Continued from page 1) 

learned that in New 
York, despite the 

seemingly never-ending sea of yellow taxis, you and dozens of 
others will be standing in the rain, arms up, trying in vain to get 
a cab. Other memorable events that happened during our visit, 
but that didn’t affect us, were the riots in London, England 
(where we could have been visiting this summer) and a one day 

free fall of the Dow Jones 
(which seemed more poignant as 
Wall Street was so close). 

Evelyn says her favourite things 
were the Metropolitan Museum, 
the M&M candy store at Times 

Square and the exciting and different clothing stores. We all 
were thrilled by the production and acting of the Broadway 
show Billy Elliot. Witnessing daytime at midnight in Times 
Square with the numerous mounted NYPD officers will be a 
lasting memory. The contrast of tranquil Central Park being 
only a block away from endless rows of impossibly tall build-
ings and millions of people 
was striking to us.  

The trip really put 
New York in perspective 
for Jenny and me - from 
now on, we will relate 
better to reference to New 
York, and to the many 
movies and television pro-
grams set there. 

(Continued from page 13) 

 

The Empire State Building as seen 
from the Rockefeller Center M&M Store 

Godwins in Manhattan 

 

Ecuador  
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Excerpts from AnglicanJournal.com 
as reported by the Windsor Star 
August 18, 2011 

Ontario Supreme Court Justice T. D. 
Little has ruled that the building and chari-
table trust of St. Aidan’s Church in Win-
dsor will remain with the Diocese of 
Huron and not with a breakaway Anglican 
group. 

“My first reaction was to call the dio-
cese to prayer for both those faith Angli-
cans who continued as members of St. Ai-
dan’s…and also for those who found they 
could no longer stay with the diocesan 
family,” said Bishop Bennett in a state-
ment. “It is now time to move on to that 
place where the Holy Spirit leads.” 

Excerpt from St. Aidan’s Website 
Thursday August 18, 2011 

Dear Friends: This past Monday, the 

Ontario Superior Court decision was re-
leased. Mr. Justice Little ruled that the 
property and financial assets at issue in the 
case belonged neither to the Diocese or the 
congregation of St. Aidan’s. Instead he 
ruled that these assets are held in trust for 
St. Aidan’s Parish which ,he said, could 
not sever itself from the Diocese. In effect 
he has awarded the property to the handful 
of people who have remained with the 
Diocese. Needless to say we find this very 
disappointing. 

Within hours of the court’s decision 
being released , the Diocese of Huron had 
changed the locks on the building and de-
manded that we come to remove all per-
sonal belongings. We were astounded by 
this unnecessarily hasty and harsh action, 
especially since they had little need for the 
building for their tiny group. 

Although this judgment is regrettable, 
we have no regrets…… 

We trust in the promise of Jeremiah 
29:11 “ For I know the plans I have for 
you” declared the Lord “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future” We trust in that plan 
and we trust in God. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Tom Carman 

Update 

Earlier today the trustees of St. Ai-
dan’s (ANIC) instructed their legal counsel 
to file a Notice of Appeal and seek an im-
mediate stay of the order of Mr. Justice 
Little. If successful, this will continue the 
sharing arrangement that has been in place 
for several years pending the outcome of 
the appeal. 

We will be meeting for services this 
Sunday, August 21st at Parkwood Gospel 
Temple, 3005 Temple Drive, Win-
dsor….This is a temporary arrangement 
and we hope to be backing our own build-
ing next week, pending the decision of the 
court (written by Tom Carman). 

Excerpt from Windsor Star 
August 29, 2011 

Healing Mass held at St. Aidan’s. 

Rt. Rev. Robert Bennett, Bishop of the 
Anglican Church’s Huron Diocese, ad-
dresses parishioners Sunday at St. Aidan’s 
in Windsor, conducting a healing Mass 
along with seven local Anglican priests. 

“This is a time where we’re just cele-

brating a new beginning” he said before 
the mass “People have to get on with 
things. There’s nothing worse than Chris-
tians fighting each other about buildings 
and things” Bennett said “Our group just 
wants to get on with things”. 

More than 100 parishioners at the east 
end church voted in 2008 to break away 
from the Anglican Church of Canada and 
join the more conservative Anglican Net-
work in Canada. “The former parishioners 
are already looking for a new site to con-
tinue services”, said Cathy Knight, group 
leader. Bennett said the Diocese is allow-
ing the group to continue services in the 
existing building until a new building is 
found. “I’d like to see the folks who are 
dissident- the ones who left- to find a good 
home” Bennett said “We intend to regrow 
this place when things calm down. We 
think there is a great future for St. Ai-
dan’s”. 

The Story of 
St. Aidan’s, Windsor 

Diocesan News 

St. Aidan’s, Windsor 

Banner Comment 

The two congregations are currently 
resuming their previous worship sharing 
arrangement pending the resolution of the 
Appeal. 

Thus the case is not settled until the 
Appeal is heard. This may take consider-
able time as the two legal sides again mar-
shal their dollars and arguments. 

In conversation with many Anglicans, 
considerable disappointment is expressed 
at the action of our Diocese. The hard 
nosed legal argument of the Diocesan ad-
visors that the land, and therefore the 
building belongs to the Diocese, in spite 
of the wishes of the Christian Anglicans 
who currently operate the facility and pay 
the staff, does not appear to be a “love thy 
neighbour as thyself” approach. Consider-
able funds will now be expended again to 
defend this position. Arguing over prop-
erty, sends an unfortunate and disturbing 
signal to those members of the public who 
do not attend any Church. How about a 
compassionate and forgiving approach for 
a change?. Why not give them the build-
ing, or sell it at a nominal fee. We do not 
need more empty church buildings.  

Banner Background 

Parishioners will recall that in 2008, 
109 members of St. Aidan’s Anglican 
Church, Windsor, Ontario voted at a Ves-
try meeting to leave the Anglican Diocese 
and join the Anglican Network in Canada. 
The vote was split with approximately 
80% favoring the motion and 20% op-
posed. 

The majority, who had opposed the 
blessing of same-sex marriages, wished to 
retain the building in which they and their 
ancestors had built and worshipped in 
since the building was constructed in 
1951.  

Following a rejection of this request 
by the Diocese of Huron, the Parish 
launched a lawsuit against the Diocese 
claiming the right of ownership of the 
building. While the legal dispute was on-
going, , an arrangement was worked out 
whereby the two factions shared the wor-
ship time in the church. 

The Diocese defended the suit in Court, in 
a lengthy court case, spending hundreds of 
thousands in legal fees (the exact figure 
does not seem to be readily available) The 
case was decided on August 15, 2011 as 
outlined below. 
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Sunday September 25 
Invite a Friend to Church Sunday 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 

 

The intention is for us to invite a 
friend, neighbour, or relative who is 
not a regular church attendee and to 
follow up with this person. 

 
Sunday October 2 

Breakfast 
Between 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
Services on October 2 

          (details on page 2) 
 

Creation and Harvest 
Thanksgiving Celebrations 

 (Vegetables and fruits requested to 
be in by Friday October 7) 
 Food drive for Daily Bread 
 Food Bank 

 
Wednesday October 5—November 7 

Fall Seminar Faith 
and Self-Awareness 
7:00 pm (details on page 7) 

 

 
 

 Sunday October 16 
The St. John’s 5K Walk/Run 
To raise money for the meals program. 
Beginning at 2:00 pm 
BBQ to follow. 
All are welcome to participate 

          (details on page 5) 

 
 Friday October 21 

U2charist IV 
8.00 pm St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
 

Service for youth 
And all who enjoy the music of U2 

 
 Sunday October 23 

Holy Eucharist—8:00 am 
Morning Prayer—10:30 am 

 
 Friday October 28 

Church Family Pumpkin Carving 
and Costume party 

 6:00 pm 
Parish Hall 

 
 Sunday October 30 

Deanery Confirmation Service  
3:00 pm 
Hosted by St. John the Evangelist 

 Sunday November 6 
Remembrance Sunday 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 

 Sunday November 13 
Holy Eucharist 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 

 Saturday November 19 
Bishop of Huron 
Prayer Conference 
10:30 am-3:00 pm 
St. James Westminster 

 
 Sunday November 20 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
Youth led Worship at 10:30 am 

 
 Friday November 25 and 

Saturday November 26 
St. John’s Women Christmas 
Gift and Food Emporium 

 
 Sunday November 27 

First Sunday in Advent 
Lessons and Carols 
10:30 am 

Upcoming Events 

Baptisms 
Lilan Shirley Grills 
 May 7, 2011 
 

Liam Frederick Chambers 
 June 5, 2011 
 

Sophie Leeanne Symonds 
 July 10, 2011 
 

Rebecca Ann Kniseley 
 July 12, 2011 
 

Isabel Corinne Davies 
 July 18, 2011 
 

Chase William Breckles 
 July 24, 2011 
 

Fiona Marie Stephenson 
 July 24, 2011 
 

Julian Nathaniel Harvey 
 August 28, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
Marriages 
Wesley Paul Knockwood 
Erin Nicole Bratscher 
 May 14, 2011 
 

Lee Alden Bray 
Sheri Lynn Rathwell 
 June 4, 2011 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
R.I.P. 
Marverite Wurtzel 
 May 26, 2011 
 

Ada Murilla Mitchell 
 June 4, 2011 
 

Betty Chovaz 
 June 18, 2011 
 
James Reynolds Good 
 July 7, 2011 
 

Doreen Mary Dua 
 July 16, 2011 
 

Elizabeth Barrymore Rankin 
 July 20, 2011 
 

John Jacklin Scott 
 July 22, 2011 
 

Helen Elizabeth Bieman 
 July 24, 2011 
 

David Brander 
 July 30, 2011 

Passages  


