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The Church of St. John the Evangelist 

Report from the Rector 

By The Reverend Lyndon 

Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

 

At this time of year we 

come to the end of our 

Easter celebrations with the Day of Pente-

cost. And, as you may know, the Day of 

Pentecost is considered the birthday of 

the church. This is the day we read the 

story of how the Holy Spirit was sent 

down on to the Disciples and they began 

to spread the Good News of Jesus around 

the world. This is something we are all 

called to do as followers of Jesus. We are 

the Disciples today. One of the promises 

we reaffirm each Easter, and at each Bap-

tism, is to proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ. What do 

you do to proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ? This is a 

scary question for many. We are not ac-

customed to going out into the world and 

talking about our religious practice, nor 

are we generally accustomed to doing the 

work of bringing people into our church. 

And yet we may do it more than we think. 

I have already heard stories of people 

who are here now who were brought in 

by others. 

Stop and think for a moment. How is 

it that you spread the good news of God 

in Christ? How would you describe the 

good news of God in Christ? Well, maybe 

it is easier to think about it this way. 

What is it about the church that keeps you 

wanting to be a part of this community? 

What is it in our parish, with we who are 

all part of the Body of Christ, which ful-

fils your spiritual needs? I invite you to 

share this with others and invite them to 

join us to nurture the Holy Spirit in them 

and thereby be inspired to serve in the 

world. After all it is the Christian thing to 

do. How does being a Christian and being 

part of this church, the people of St. 

John’s in Old North, affect our everyday 

actions and our everyday lives? 

This is some of the stuff that our 

membership committee is beginning to 

nurture. Now that you may have some 

idea about why you come here and join 

with these people it is time to think about 

how you can help to do the work of grow-

ing our congregation. The most effective 

way to grow is for each of us to share 

who we are as a church, as a people of 

God in this place, and to invite new peo-

ple to join us. This is what we are called 

to do.  

We are the best advertising for our 

church. Our example as loving supportive 

people in a world that seems to be gov-

erned by competition and judgementalism 

is the best advertising for encouraging 

people to become a part of our diverse, 

inclusive community of justice, peace, 

love and joy. We are called to spread the 

good news of God in Christ by word and 

example. It is indeed a challenging call to 

speak and act in a way that shows that we 

are followers of Jesus; a people of love 

and compassion, a people called to be 

creative, and a people sent out to share 

what we have because we have been gift-

ed with abundant life and infinite 

amounts of love. So how can we do any-

thing else but embrace and care for the 

whole world? St. Francis of Assisi said, 

“Preach always, if necessary, use words.” 

We are called to be examples of life and 

love to the world. People will see Christ 

in us as we look for Christ in them. As we 

celebrate another birthday of the church 

may we continue to look for the new birth 

that is happening around us. May we in-

vite others to share in that new life. May 

we invite others to know the sacred love 

that gives us the power to do more than 

we could ever ask or imagine. 

 

Peace and many blessings, 

Lyndon Tssf 

Your brother and rector 

May 2016 

The Church 
—New Birth & a Birthday 

A special Vestry meeting of the congregation was held in 

the sanctuary of the Church on Wednesday May 18. At 7.00 

PM 

Approximately 55 members of the Parish signed in as at-

tendees. In attendance as a guest was Archdeacon Tanya 

Phibbs, Executive Archdeacon of Huron. 

The propose of the meeting was to discuss a motion as out-

lined below: 

Be it Resolved that, providing the pledges for funding are 

secured before September 30, 2016, Vestry support hiring of 

up to a half-time Children and Youth Ministry Developer 

from February 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 according to a 

job description developed by Parish Council. 

The meeting first heard from Rector’s Warden Rick Mann 

who outlined the background history of where we, as a Parish, 

were currently financially, noting that we had been forced to 

borrow extensively last year from the Endowment Fund in or-

der to pay all our bills for 2015 

He described the reasoning behind the announcement made 

in church in January, that the position of Assist Priest currently 

held by Rev. Patty Dobbs-Luxton, would be terminated on Jan-

uary 31 2017, thus reducing our expenses to a more manageable 

(Continued on page 17) 

Special Vestry Meeting May 18 

May 18 Special Vestry Meeting—Head Table from left, Sean Purdy, 
Mary Lynn Berthelet, Archdeacon Tanya Phibbs, Rick Mann, 
Rev. Lyndon, Jennifer Munds and Petey Noble 
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Volume 8  No. 2 
Tea and Chat (and Coffee Too) 

St. John’s Pastoral Care Committee invite 

you to our new weekly Tea & Chat, and there 

will be coffee and cookies too (we aim to be pea-

nut aware). Join us every Thursday 2pm-4pm . 

 Starting Apr 7th in our Church Hall. 

 Seniors, parents & children are all welcome.  

 Invite your friends and neighbours. 

 Bring some cards or games to share if you like. 

Let’s all have some fun together. 

 Transportation can be provided for those who 

need a ride. Just call 

the office at 519-432-

3743. 

 We look forward to 

having you join us 

and making some new 

friends. 

Peace, 

Lyndon 

 

Mary Godwin is 90 
Mary Godwin 

celebrated her 

90th Birthday on 

Sunday May 1 

with cake in the 

Parish Hall, as-

sisted by her son 

Peter and grand-

daughter Evelyn. 

Mary’s birthday 

was April 16 

five days before 

HM Elizabeth II. 

 

Bob and Anne Hayman’s 60th 
Bob and 

Anne were 

presented 

with flow-

ers on Sun-

day May 1 

to com-

memorate 

their 60th 

wedding 

anniversary 

on April 28. 

Getting to Know You 

A new activity that parishioners shouldn’t 

miss! Still time to take part! Sign up sheets in the 

Parish Hall for the action on June 3 or 4. 

Parish Picnic and Outdoor Worship 

On Sunday June 12, 2016 we will hold our 

annual Outdoor Worship Service and Parish Pic-

nic The St John’s Marching Band will provide 

the music. The service begins at 10:30 AM on 

the lawns of Huron University College, followed 

immediately by the picnic and games. A dona-

tion of salad, baked goods or fresh fruit would be 

appreciated. Bring your own lawn chairs if you 

have them. 

Book and Yard Sale 

by Vonni Collyer 

Books were co-chaired by 

Ana and John Thompson and 

the Indoor Yard Sale was co-

chaired by Susan Blocker and 

Vonni Collyer. The proceeds 

of the sale generated a few 

dollars short of $2800. Tradi-

tionally about 1/5 the of the money comes from 

the books. 

The good points of the sale are: 

1. It helps clear out people’s basements etc. 
(Continued on page 3) 

Parish News 

    Bob and Anne at their home 

     Evelyn, Peter and Mary 

mailto:office@stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnsLondon
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLondon
mailto:saraj.middleton@gmail.com


The Banner                                                                                 3                                                                               May 2016 

 

2. It is one of the few things done by the church that doesn’t 

ask for money, and 

3. People are so happy to be involved! 

Between 30 and 35 people from the Parish carried, sorted, 

priced, sold and cleaned up. Some of the books left over went to 

Elgin Middlesex Detention Centre. A large table of goods were 

left for the Saturday evening meal guests, and the remaining 

goods were picked up for another charity.  

The proceeds this year will all go to assist the Alfarekh 

family, our new next door neighbours from Syria. 

They came over and helped. The boys carried heavy stuff; it 

was a good chance for the family to practise some English! 
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Palm Sunday Preparations 

A faithful and talented group of St. John’s women work skil-

fully making Palm Crosses for distribution on Palm Sunday 

March 20. 

Clockwise from lower left: Martha Calhoun, Angie McConnell, 

Sara Hall, Sharrone Sandor, Isabel Biehn, Pat Knowles, Nancy Bell, 

Arlene Sleno and Nora Lanning. 

Stanley’s  family with Rev’s Patty and Lyndon 

By Rev. Patty 

Here is some 

background on this 

wonderful family 

who have become 

embers of our con-

gregation. About five years ago, 

Ku Lay and his family joined our 

church. At that time Ku Lay and 

his wife Ku Tee the Blay had 

three children, the eldest son Tha 

Gre, the middle daughter Risca, 

and the youngest son Eh Ku.  

The five of them had come from 

Burma to Canada and settled in 

London shortly before coming to 

St. John’s. Before coming to 

Canada they were members of 

the Anglican Church in their 

home country.  We are very for-

tunate that while looking for an 

Anglican Church in London they 

came to St. John’s and have been 

with us ever since. In the past 

few years we have had the pleas-

ure of baptizing both of the chil-

dren born here in Canada. Isabel-

la was baptized in 2014, and the 

newest addition Stanley was bap-

tized this past Easter, Sunday 

2016.  

It is a pleasure to have them 

participate in the life of the 

church as their children grow and 

take part in Church School, 

Christmas Pageant, Servers 

Guild, where Risca is an active 

member, and Youth Activities.  

On Sunday May 22, the Day 

of Pentacost, Ku Lay participated 

in the service reading read the 

Second Lesson  Romans 8: 14-17 

in the Burmese language. 

Easter Music 

The Junior Choir, left, 

under the direction of 

Sara Hall 

 

The Senior Choir, below, 

under the direction Sara 

Hall and accompanied by 

Andrew Bourne on the 

organ. 

 

Stanley is Baptized by Rev. Patty 

Diocesan Youth Conference 

By Rev. Patty 

The Diocesan Youth Confer-

ence was held at Huron 

Church Camp on 

May 13-15, and was attend-

ed by Mark Luxton, 

Risca Naw and 

Evelyn Godwin 

Stanley’s Easter Baptism 
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Thank You Andrew 
On behalf of the congregation. The Banner 

extends, thanks to Andrew Bourne who, for the 

last 6 months, has provided the music for our Sun-

day services. 

His mastery of the organ and his patient lead-

ership, of our diminished Choir has provided a 

wonderful support to our Anglican liturgy in its 

various formats. 

Andrew grew up in Westmount (Montreal) 

PQ and is a Bachelor of Music graduate from 

McGill University in 1989. Upon graduation, he 

applied for a Music teacher’s position in the 

school system. 

At that time, the Quebec was in upheaval, 

with the PQ in power and with a great exodus of 

English speaking citizens from the province, the 

only offer of employment he received was to 

teach grade 2 music in a Public School. 

He subsequently moved to Ontario, and has 

since held responsible organ playing positions in 

many churches, most recently for 5 years at the 

London Anglican Church of the Redeemer from 

2000 to its closing in 2011. 

Since that time he has taught piano privately, 

developed a busy career as a Financial Planner, 

and has accepted part-time assignments in a large 

number of churches in our area. His time here 

with us has been the longest period at one time 

that he has accepted. He loves our Tracker Organ 

as an instrument with its 29-30 stops, (not all of 

them does he use), and has very much enjoyed 

working with our choir members. 

He extends his thanks to the clergy and con-

gregation for the support and freedom they gave 

him, and to the support of the Senior Choir mem-

bers, and in particular Sara Hall, for their coopera-

tion and goodwill in delivering our Anglican Lit-

urgy to the congregation. 

Andrew will continue playing with us until 

the end of July. Thank You Andrew, and contin-

ued best wishes from us all at St. John’s. 

Andrew Bourne 

One Story: Many Stories 
A Report on our 

Clothing Cupboard 

By Margaret Nelson 

Our clothing cupboard is 

open to all our Saturday even-

ing guests as well as to people from our 

broader community. 

Each Saturday, Pat Knowles, Ana 

Thompson, Joan Floyd and I sort out the 

clothing donated by our parishioners, eleven 

meal teams from other churches, our neigh-

bours and friends. We set out a selection of 

clothing in St. John’s front coat room. 

We welcome our guests and listen to 

them with respect and care. We offer each one 

a choice of essential clothing and accessories 

A few weeks ago, Kate received a call 

from one of our former guests at the cup-

board. Over the years, J. had periodically 

shared a meal with us and chosen articles of 

clothing that he needed. He had lived in Lon-

don, graduated from a local high school, and 

had been employed here for some time. He 

was now leaving London to be closer to his 

brother and to discover new possibilities for 

himself. 

He and some of his neighbours on Cen-

tral Avenue were offering our meal guests a 

large donation of clothing for all seasons. We 

gratefully accepted them. 

He thanked us for our care and hospitali-

ty. He moved on with  thanks for our love and 

care. We sent him  the love of our guests and 

our community’ He hopes to drop in to see us 

in the future. 

“Care broadens your vision; care makes 

you see around you; care makes you aware of 

possibilities”. May it be so for J, and for us as 

we move out into the world around us. 

Spring Food Drive 
The proceeds of this year’s 

Spring Foo Drive will be going 

to Daily Bread Food bank at our 

Cathedral.  

You can pickup your Bag(s) at the War-

den’s pew located at the back of the Church. 

Once your bag is full, return it to the Baptistry 

or the Church office between now and June 

30. This year’s priority items include pasta, 

pasta sauce, can ned pasta, mellow powder, 

macaroni and cheese, various soups, canned 

vegetables, healthy children’s snacks. 

The Outreach Committee greatly appreci-

ates your continued support of this very im-

portant ministry. 

Saturday Night Dinner Team 
By Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton 

On Saturday April the 30th, Rob and I 

organized a group to work at the Dinner. The 

team was made up of adults and children, 

young families. Pictured below are some of 

the folks that helped out and were able to stay 

for some pizza dinner. 

Families enjoying some pizza after volunteering at the Saturday meal 

program. From left; Hudson, Margaret Nelson, Rev. Patty, Jennifer 

Breckels, Griffin, Rowan, Rev. Rob, Victoria, Isobel, Danielle 

Bentley, Chris Brown. 

An announcement of our 

new Music Director, who 

will start in August, will be 

made on Sunday June 5. 

The Berthelet 
Family 

Paul, Danielle 
Isobel, 

Mary Lynn 
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Archie and Anne Skirving 

Parishioners Archie and 

Anne Skirving attended 

the Huron University 

College convocation on 

Tuesday May17 2016, 

and were very happy to 

see their son Rob re-

ceive an Honorary de-

gree of Doctor of Di-

vinity. 

Rob earned a Bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Waterloo in 1982, and a 

Master of Divinity degree from Huron 

University College in 1986. While at Hu-

ron, Rob completed four units of Clinical 

Pastoral Education at University Hospital 

and a two year field placement at St. 

George’s Anglican Church, both in Lon-

don. He was ordained Deacon on May 1, 

1986 and priest on December 17, 

1986 ,and, as many Parishioners will re-

call, served two years with Canon Bain 

Peever as Assistant Curate here at St. 

John’s with particular responsibility for 

youth ministry. 

In 1988, he moved from London and 

assumed responsibility as Rector of a 3-

point parish leading congregations in 

Kent County, Ontario, Church of the Ad-

vent in Ridgetown, Church of the Re-

deemer in Highgate, and Trinity Church 

in Howard Township From 1999-2004, 

he served as Rector of Bishop Cronyn 

Memorial Church In 2005, Rob and his 

family moved to the United States in re-

sponse to a call to be Rector of St. John’s 

Episcopal Church in Midland, Michigan.  

On November 8, 2014, Rob was or-

dained and consecrated as the Eighth 

Bishop of the Diocese of East Carolina. 

Rob is happily married to Sandy, a regis-

tered nurse and together, they have two 

grown children. 

Parishioners may refer to the Banner 

issue of December 2014 for the picture 

and article on Rob’s consecration as 

Bishop. The story was written by Eliza-

beth Skirving, Rob’s sister, and wife or 

our faithful and strong St. John’s former 

warden, Frank Franchetto. 

Kevin Bice’s Art Show 
As part of the annual London Artists’ 

Studio Tour, Kevin Bice hosted a won-

derful exhibition of his work at his home 

on Leslie St. in West London. 

In attendance to assist as hosts were 

Sarah and Mark Luxton serving treats, 

and David Hall who, with the assistance 

of Sue Waring, was entertaining with a 

background of musical selections as visi-

tors moved through the gallery in his 

home. 

Noted guests visit-

ing included Steve 

McClatchie and Pe-

ter Groom from St. 

John’s congregation. 

Kevin reports many 

sales and as a result 

will be taking his 

wife Daphne out 

much more fre-

quently for exotic 

dinners. 

Parishioners in the News 

Daphne Bice, Mark and Sarah Luxton 

Sue Waring and David Hall 

Kevin Bice, Stephen McClatchie and 
Peter Groom 

From left: The Right Reverend Bob Bennett (Bishop of Huron), The 
Right Rev. Rob Skirving (Bishop of East Carolina), 
The Most Revd Colin Johnson (Archbishop of Toronto), and 
The Rev’d Dr. Stephen McClatchie. 

     The Karen Schuessler Singers 

 

Archie and 
Anne Skirving 

 

Kevin and Daphne Bice 

The Karen Schuessler Singers are appreciative of having two of our best choral 

singers, Kevin and Daphne Bice, in their very professional choir shown here in per-

formance at Wesley Knox United church on April 2. Can you spot the Tenor in the 

back row and the Alto in the front row in the above picture? 

mailto:smcclatchie@huron.uwo.ca
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Ryerson Public School 

Celebrates 100 Years 

Our neighbour in North London, Ryerson Public 

School, this year is celebrating 100 years since the 

school opened in 1916. Since that time, it has turned out 

a host of distinguished graduates, and over the years con-

tributed much to the Public School education of many St. 

John the Evangelist Parishioners. 

To mark this milestone, Ryerson staff and students 

put together a special weekend program of activities 

May 13 and 14, and invited past students to return to 

their Alma Mater of public school days and celebrate! 

The opening event was a spectacular dinner Friday 

evening at the London Convention center ($100 per tick-

et!). It drew in crowd of some 450 to enjoy magnificent 

buffet dinner to tables of 10 complete with appropriate 

beverages (they are all over 21 by now) and to hear dis-

tinguished graduates speak of their times at the school. 

The pre-dinner opening address as given by former 

Premier of Ontario David Peterson. 

Following dinner, other successful, graduates and 

teachers spoke of their times at the school. One such 

person a was our own parishioner John Thompson, A 

retired physician and soon to be ordained a Deacon in 

our Anglican Church. John grew 

up in North London close to the 

school and from the remarks he 

made of his activities and shenani-

gans as an elementary school stu-

dent (graduating from Grade 8 in 

1948) it is a mystery how the An-

glican church saw him as a suita-

ble candidate for ordination in our 

beloved church! 

Following dinner, a magnificent slide show was 

shown (created in great part by our friend and former 

parishioner Louise Davies (who is currently active in our 

Saturday Meals program). It told the history of the 

school. 

The original school was designed by Architects 

Watt and Blackwell and built in 1915-1916 by John Hay-

man and Sons, General Contractors for $56,822 

($1,122,000 in current currency). It was a new concept, 

with all classrooms built around the perimeter enclosing 

in the centre an Auditorium/Gymnasium and Offices. 

Each classroom had an exterior door which allowed stu-

dents to go outside directly from their classroom. 

Currently attending Ryerson are two grandchildren 

of Bob Hayman, (who spent his career working for John 

Hayman and Sons, founded by his Great Grandfather in 

1887),  who married Anne Walker 

(Ryerson grad) and whose son Mi-

chael Hayman (former Ryerson stu-

dent) is working for the family firm. 

The interconnecting of these 

facts link three generations of fami-

ly, all Ryerson students: Anne 

(1930s-40s), Stephen (1960s) Mi-

chael (1960s-70s), Susan (1970s-

80s), Robbie and Katie (current stu-

dents) to the original builder John. 

This led the organizers of the activi-

ties to invite the Hayman family to 

join the Rudd family at ceremony 

dedicating a new Ryerson sign. 

The more significant fact in this 

story is that the $8,000 cost of the 

new Ryerson sign  was donated by 

John Rudd (1960s-70s) and his fa-

ther Bill Rudd (1930s-40s). John was 

invited to cut the ribbon on this 

beautiful new sign (pictured below). 

Financial supporters of the anniversary celebrations 

included Mary Ellen Kirk, Judy (Bartram) Castle, and 

Hayman Construction. 

A number of current and former St. John’s parish-

ioners were also spotted in attendance at the reunion, 

including (at least) former students Warren Jones, Peter 

Beecher, Martha Calhoun, Kathie Gonder, Alan Tuck 

and Mike Roberts, and Ryerson parent Petey Noble. 

Parishioners in the News 

The Ryerson  School (original building) 

Sign Ribbon Cutting. From left, Sue Hayman-Abello, 
Michael Hayman, Katie and Robbie, Bob and Anne 
Hayman, Principal Bill Tichenoff, Bill Rudd and John Rudd 

Current Ryerson students dressed in 
authentic 1930s costumes, along-
side an authentic 1930s' student , 
Anne (Walker) Hayman. 

Ryerson grad 
Warren Jones 

 

John Thompson 

 

Ryerson Memories 
The Ryerson Facebook page has pub-

lished memories from former students, and 

two notable ones from St. John’s parishion-

er are excerpted below: 

Nancy (Geddes) Poole  
Parishioner 

I graduated from Ryerson in 

June of 1943 which some of 

you will remember was 

much happier than the previ-

ous year for those with rela-

tives in the war...  Now the tide had turned 

and it was just a matter of time, two years 

actually, until our fathers, brothers, sisters 

and neighbours would be returning. There 

would be thousands killed in the interim but 

at least we would be victorious. 
 

John Rudd 

Former Parishioner, 

now living in New Jersey 
 

One of my strongest memo-

ries of Ryerson was my 7th 

grade math teacher Mr. 

Barker. I was very strong in 

math, was getting bored in his class, and he 

offered to stay late one day a week after 

school for 30-45 min and he started to teach 

me high school calculous and algebra.  He 

would give me homework and tests and 

quizzes just like it was a real class. I look 

back now, and I'm sure he was never paid 

for that, he just saw a bright keen kid who 

loved math and he wanted to motivate, chal-

lenge and stimulate me. Is that not educa-

tion is in a nutshell? 
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By The Reverend Lyndon 

Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

At Easter we come back 

again for another year to 

laugh in the face of death. 

Our Eastern Orthodox Chris-

tian Brothers and Sisters 

have an ancient custom of using jokes to 

celebrate that we have experienced New 

Life after death. We laugh in the face of 

Death. We hope in the face of despair. We 

boldly light a fire to overcome the darkness 

and coldness of our world.  

A pastor was speaking to a group of 

second-graders about the resurrection of 

Jesus when one student asked, “What did 

Jesus say right after He came out of the 

grave?” 

The pastor explained that the Gospels 

do not tell us what He said. 

The hand of one little girl shot up. “I 

know what He said: He said, ‘Tah-dah!’” 

We light the Easter Fire to show that we 

have stepped into the Sacred Light of New 

Life. We have seen the light rekindled. The 

light went out on Good Friday, but last even-

ing at the Easter Vigil we boldly rekindled 

the light and now there is New Warmth, 

New Light, New Life in our world, yet 

again. New Hope! Happy Easter! 

We can see the direct connections to 

this scoffing at death and the shining of the 

light in the world as we encounter some of 

the ancient words used in our Baptism Litur-

gy today. This is the best day to do a bap-

tism.  

The New Life of Christ, the Holy Spirit 

of God is a free gift and we celebrate that 

gift in the sacrament of baptism. It requires 

nothing of us, but instead we choose to take 

the path of life and love and compassion 

when we choose to follow Christ and to 

raise our children in this way. And so Stan-

ley is brought here today with the support of 

members of our congregation who will 

promise to help nurture his faith and life, 

and we will all join in as we become his 

brothers and sisters of every age by promis-

ing to nurture Stanley in our faith communi-

ty. This is what the New Life of Christ is all 

about, it’s about finding love and support in 

community, a community of forgiveness and 

compassion AND then sharing this with the 

world. 

And so we scoff at evil and death, and 

we boldly light the fire of love and compas-

sion, yet again, even in a world that doesn’t 

seem any better today than it was yesterday, 

but it will be warmer and sunnier. We boldly 

claim that Christ is Risen, that there is New 

Life coming into our world, and we promise 

to show this New Life to our world each and 

every day with each and every new birth, 

and each and every sunrise. 

In the harsh language of Saint Paul in 

the portion that we hear from the first letter 

to the church in Corinth today, we assert that 

death has been destroyed and we are called 

to get rid of everything that causes hatred 

and despair. Yea, this is strong language but 

the sentiment is simply that we are called to 

end hate, we are called to destroy destruc-

tion. OR to put it more positively, WE ARE 

CALLED TO CREATE, TO USE THE 

LIFE AND LOVE THAT WE HAVE 

FROM GOD TO BE CREATORS WITH 

GOD OF A WORLD FILLED WITH LIFE 

AND LOVE.  

Our scoffing at evil and death is most 

clearly found in what are called the Renunci-

ations and Affirmations. These are ancient 

words that have been used in our Liturgy of 

Baptism since almost the beginning of the 

church. To us, sitting here near the begin-

ning of the 21st Century, these words seem 

very foreign, and we might ask, “Does any-

one really believe in Satan anymore? Well, I 

know there is evil in the world and some-

times it can feel quite tangible. I know that 

people choose to hurt instead of heal. I know 

that people choose to knock down rather 

than build up. I know that people choose to 

hoard rather than share. I know that people 

choose to cast out and ostracize rather than 

embrace and show compassion. I know this 

is true and that it has nothing to do with be-

lief. And, yes, 2000 years ago our ancestors 

understood this evil in our world as separate 

entities working on us and against us. 

Today, I’d like to think that we have a 

better understanding of some of the causes 

of war and hatred in our world and that we 

have come a long way to erase those causes 

from our society. But still we, as individuals, 

need to make a choice; and we need the help 

of each other to maintain our choice, the 

choice to live as a person of compassion, a 

person of light, a person of life. 

And then through the baptismal cove-

nant we are called to be a missional people 

and, you know what, WE ARE ALREADY 

MISSIONAL, YOU ARE ALREADY MIS-

SIONAL. In his book called “Already Mis-

sional – Congregations as Community Part-

ners” TO BE RELEASED IN A FEW 

DAYS, Bradley T. Morrison says this: 

“Spirituality connects people to a deeper 

purpose and meaning. This purpose, too, can 

be without reference to God. For example, 

purpose is found in parenting, community 

causes, or social issues. Purpose is expressed 

as a personal mission and vision for the 

world: (your mission could be) healthy chil-

dren, safe communities, and a just society, 

(curing cancer, teaching people to read). 

Long before the church’s mission is on 

their radar, people are already invested spir-

itually in their own personal mission and 

purpose in the world. 

A missional church recognizes that 

God’s vision for the world cannot be im-

posed on others. A congregation’s favorite 

outreach programs should never compete to 

replace an individual’s “already-mission”—

the passion or cause (that is already) driving 

a person’s sacrifice of time, talents and 

treasures. A missional congregation finds 

ways to connect with individuals at that spir-

itual, passionate level, exploring opportuni-

ties and partnerships for living out God’s 

vision of a transformed and reconciled 

world” Together – We are better together. 

You, we, are already missional. You 

already have ways of nurturing the New Life 

of Christ in the things you do – the things 

that you are deeply passionate about. So, in 

order to find the ways that we build a world 

of peace and love, let’s look at the baptismal 

covenant and find our place and interest, that 

which we are passion about in our lives; in 

the ways that we work at making a differ-

ence.  

These words that we will reaffirm with 

Stanley today are: 

Priest: Will you continue in the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  

Priest: Will you persevere in resisting 

evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  

Priest: Will you proclaim by word and 

example the good news of God in Christ?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  

Priest: Will you seek and serve Christ 

in all persons, loving your neighbour as 

yourself?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  

Priest: Will you strive for justice and 

(Continued on page 16) 

Easter Sunday Homily 
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There are several reasons. We joined 

the parish in 1972—my husband Bob and 

our two children, ages 2 and 4. We were 

struck by the warmth of the congregation 

and the dynamic clergy in place at the 

time. We were parishioners through the 

rectorships of Terry Finlay, Ray Farrell 

and Bain Peever. We grew spiritually un-

der rectors Terry Finlay and Ray Farrell. 

We were transferred out of London for 21 

years. I returned in 2011 to the same 

warmth and wonderful welcome 

back. St. John’s always re-

mained in our hearts while we 

were away and it was so good to 

“come home” to my parish fami-

ly.  

Arlene Sleno 

———————————–——— 

When we moved. to London in 1971, 

we came to St. John’s solely on the basis 

that I had known Terry Finlay and AJ from 

Huron College, days and also had met 

them again in Sarnia when they conducted 

a Family Life seminar at our Sarnia 

church. But for this, we would likely have 

attended St. Jude which was in our neigh-

bourhood. Since we are creatures of habit, 

I suspect we would still be there today. 

So the question is “Why have we 
maintained our membership over a succes-

sion of priests?”. We have been actively 

involved over the years in a variety of ac-

tivities and still are, e.g. choir, altar guild, 

collection counting and craft group. 

Our most significant friendships have 

evolved to be with fellow parishioners and 

with whom discussions of faith are com-

monplace and with whom we feel very 

comfortable. I would say this is the major 

reason for maintaining membership. 

I have been a member of the choir for 

over 25 years and this underpins my in-

volvement in musical theatre. Involvement 

in The Spirit of ‘88 literally altered the 

course of my life, and I have undying grat-

itude to Kevin Bice and others who 

reached out to me. For this 

experience alone and its con-

sequences, I am so grateful 

and would never consider a 

lateral move. 

Isabelle and John Biehn 

————————————–——— 

I have been a member of St. John’s for 

approximately 11 years now along with 

my spouse, Guy. We were married in St. 

John’s and we have had our three children 

baptized at St. John’s. We have been mem-

bers of St. John’s for as long as we have 

been a family. St. John’s has become much 

like a family to us as well. Parishioners 

have seen our family expand over the years 

and I have been astounded to watch the 

once young children of others grow into 

remarkable young adults. 

Before we were married, I am not sure 

how committed either Guy or I were to St. 

John’s. However, the kindness of Rever-

ends Ford, Rob and Patty and Jenny drew 

us back after our ceremony. I remember 

being told that some of the members of the 

Alter’s Guild stood at the back and 

watched our ceremony. Even now, almost 

11 years later, I remember the day like it 

was yesterday with love, happiness and 

joy. I remember being invited to partake in 

events such as baking cookies, Silent Auc-

tion, Saturday night supper and the Christ-

mas Sale. The kindness of both the young 

and more elder parishioners touched us 

both. I remember Chris and Barbara Atkin-

son bringing Guy and me a homemade 

rocking horse and Norah’s Arc Blanket 

after the birth of our first child. I remem-

ber the kindness of Chris Atkinson who 

was volunteering at the Cancer Clinic 

when I was there with my father who was 

a patient. Over the years, we have gradual-

ly become more involved with the Church 

as we feel our opinions are sought and val-

ued. I also feel the genuine commitment to 

our children through a variety of family 

focused events including the Christmas 

pageant, pumpkin carving, picnics and 

general outreach of Patty and Rob. I feel 

the genuine commitment of the Clergy to 

those that they serve at the Saturday night 

dinners.  

As I write this, I am able to better de-

fine the reasons why I am a member of St. 

John the Evangelist — It is the feeling of 

inclusion that draws me to St. John’s. I felt 

this 11 years ago when Guy and I married 

inside the Church, and the feel-

ing has only grown stronger. I 

have memories in abundance of 

my time at St. John’s and they 

are all special to me. 

Jennifer Holburn 

————————————–——— 

The short answer would be that I mar-

ried into a family of long time, devoted St. 

John’s members. I was not raised as an 

Anglican, and many of the rituals were a 

mystery to me and probably will always 

remain so. However, I quickly came to 

enjoy the beauty in the liturgies and to find 

them comforting. As a person searching 

for answers about the Christian faith, I still 

feel accepted in this congregation. I really 

appreciate the Anglican tradition of ques-

tioning and rethinking aspects of their 

faith. For example, I am so happy about 

efforts being made towards full acceptance 

of LGBT persons in all aspects of church 

life. 

I appreciate the fact that children are 

considered such important members of 

John’s. Events like the monthly family 

oriented services, the Sunday school pro-

gram, server’s program, and Family nights 

are great ways for children to be involved. 

I know our children enjoyed many of these 

programs when they were young. 

Music has always been a big part of 

life at St. John’s, and is one of the things I 

especially love about our church. Both as a 

listener and a (minor) participant, I find 

music adds so much to the service. 

St. John’s is such a beautiful old 

church with a long history of service to our 

community and our world, and I have ap-

preciated the opportunity to contribute to 

this service. But perhaps most important, 

(Continued on page 10) 

Why Do I Belong to St. John’s? 
Following an information meeting of Ves-

try on March 22, a letter asking the above 

question was sent to the 162 families who 

have email in the Parish. 

The intent was to gather information that 

might be of assistance to the Membership 

Committee as they developed their strate-

gies to search out potential new members 

for our Parish. A second follow up mes-

sage was sent on May 16 urging parish-

ioners to respond. 

Listed below are the actual responses re-

ceived as of press time. The 19 com-

ments are printed in their entirety as they 

do express deep feelings, and my thanks 

goes to all who responded. It is difficult to 

share personal feelings in the media but it 

gives all of as chance to understand why 

many people love St. John’s—HRH. 
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the members and clergy of St. John’s are 

an amazing group of people who continual-

ly inspire me with their faith and their dedi-

cation. 

Anonymous Parishioner 

————————————–——— 

I am very interested in donating a 

monthly cheque, although it can’t be too 

much. I am more than willing to try. 

The church means a lot to me although 

it is very difficult for me to attend. 

I have belonged to the Anglican 

Church all my life. Starting as a child in 

Toronto at St. Clements church in north 

Toronto. 

One needs something strong to hold on 

to. Even though I fell away from attending, 

never in my heart. 

Mary Sawruk. 

—————————————–——— 

I belong to St. John’s because of the 

great people who make our parish 

a friendly, nurturing, inclusive, 

and caring spiritual community -- 

which is to say, all of the St. 

John’s people. Everything else is 

peripheral. 

Jim Hartley 

————————————–——— 

I have been a member of St. John the 

Evangelist since the early ‘70s. I was con-

firmed at St. John’s with my late son Todd, 

April 11 1976. 

My primary reason to attend to this 

church is to participate and experience the 

liturgy of the Eucharist. The message helps 

me live my life in a positive way. 

The message in essence (acknowledge, 

accept and then reconcile) can be applied 

in many settings. 

Secondly, I like to see and appreciate 

the various members of the parish who are 

so dedicated to the life of the parish, and 

who have contributed in many ways , for 

decades. They inspire me to do likewise. 

Thirdly, I belong to the Altar Guild of 

this church and have been a member since 

1985. It is an honour to work with this 

group of women who are so dedicated to 

this ministry , and are very supportive of 

one another in any capacity. 

These are some of the many 

reasons I come to St. John the 

Evangelist church. 

Nora Lanning 

————————————–——— 

I jotted these ideas down. None men-

tion Christianity or religion but I expect 

everyone knows that what the basic prem-

ise of a church is. 

 Make new friends and connections; 

 Meet people from your neighbour-

hood; 

 Engage in social events; 

 Be part of the community; 

 Meet future wife or husband; 

 Enjoy listening to or participating in 

music; 

 Participate in many groups doing lots 

of neat things; 

 Help with community, national or 

worldwide charities and projects; 

 Receive wonderful friendly, helpful, 

personal, generous and pro-

fessional support during life 

events whether it be happy 

or stressful or sad live 

events. 

Peter Godwin 

————————————–——— 

My wife and I began attending St. 

John’s in March of 2009. 

We were looking for a new beginning 

for our Anglican church experience and 

had ‘tried out’ a number of London church-

es.  

I was looking for a ‘larger’ Anglican 

church, traditional services and a strong 

pipe-organ based music program. Both my 

wife and I had grown up attending Angli-

can cathedrals. I am a musician and am 

spiritually moved by classical Anglican 

hymns and songs.  

We were drawn to St. John’s through 

the warm welcome we received from cler-

gy (Don Ford, Rob and Patty Luxton, 

Mickey Chovaz), parishioners (Rosemary 

Purdy, Dick Trumper, Chris and Barbara 

Atkinson) and the exceptional music per-

formed under the direction of David and 

Sarah Hall and organist Jenny Aylsworth. 

We appreciated opportunities to get 

involved in parish life—the Saturday meal 

program, playing my accordion with the St. 

John's Marching Band, and sometimes 

during inter-generational services. It is easy 

to make friends at St. John’s and we have 

done so. 

There have been many changes at St. 

John’s since we started attending in 2009 (I 

miss Don Ford, Rob Luxton and Jenny 

Aylsworth) but I continue to look forward 

to the music and services each Sunday. 

Today, the organ playing of Andrew 

Bourne keeps me arriving early and leaving 

late from church.  

But, classical church music is not for 

everyone. Lately Lyndon has begun play-

ing his guitar and leading songs for inter-

generational services. It’s great!  

Could we increase church attendance 

through music, adding more variety and 

performers and possibly inviting our neigh-

bours to come and enjoy with us?  

My main spiritual connec-

tion at church is through mu-

sic. It's what keeps me coming 

back. 

Gerry Lidington 

————————————–——— 

I belong to St. John’s because it has 

been an anchoring point all my life. Every 

time I come - to a service or to an event - I 

am reminded of the richness of the friend-

ships and the depth of the support that I 

have experienced here. I will continue to 

come to St. John’s because I continue to 

find outlets for ideas as well as 

challenges and answers, or at 

least directions. I never fail to 

find God at work here. 

Kevin Bice 

————————————–——— 

My wife and I started to go to church 

as a young couple in the 1950’s at a time it 

was the accepted thing to do in suburban 

living. There was little questioning about 

faith and religion amongst suburban cou-

ples and we were all quite enthusiastic. The 

goal was to help the church to grow by 

bringing in more people. But in later years 

the enthusiasm has waned and I started to 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Why Do I Belong to St. John’s? 
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consider the church more as a social insti-

tution that provided help to its members 

and the needy people in the community 

rather than for religious inspiration. The 

music and fellowship at St. John’s are a 

still a big part of the church experience. So 

in answer to your question why do I belong 

to our church now it is mostly for the social 

support to community groups and outreach 

work in the community. The build-

ing and facilities are well suited 

for this work and staff and facili-

ties must be supported to be effec-

tive.  

Gerry Fenwick 

————————————–——— 

Please know that I am considering how 

the challenge of building an enthusiastic 

community at St. John’s may be met. I 

have nothing profound to offer off the top 

of my head but am including an item of 

interest that may lead to a more useful con-

tact. 

We bid goodbye to our dear friend 

Helen Martin this week. When she moved 

to Toronto, she searched for a church to 

attend in her new community. It wasn’t 

until the third church visited that she found 

the parish that was right for her. In her 

words, it was very “alive”. It was the 

Church of the Transfiguration. She spoke 

very enthusiastically about her experience 

there. The young priest that presides there 

also participated in her funeral service here 

at St. John the Devine, Arva on Friday. 

Rev. Patti and also Rev. Wendy Men-

cel also knew him. His name is Reverend 

David Giffen. He is known to the Diocese 

of Huron as he is a graduate of Huron Col-

lege and his early career started at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral. The website of his cur-

rent parish offers lots of info. Here is and 

exerpt: 

"David has a profound love for the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ and is continually fed 

by making new and renewed disciples for 

Jesus. David began his ministry serving at 

Saint Paul’s Cathedral (Diocese of Huron) 
and after serving as Assistant Curate for 

two years, was appointed Vicar and Priest-
in-Charge for the eighteen month interim 

period before the appointment of their new 

Cathedral Dean. Since arriving in the Dio-
cese of Toronto (2010) David has led the 

process of re-booting the ministry at the 

Church of the Transfiguration. During 
their five years together, Transfiguration 

has grown in size and scope, continually 
seeking new ways to engage with their 

community. During his time in Toronto, 
David has served, and led, numerous Dioc-

esan committees and initiatives, has been a 

member of the Diocesan Council and Exec-
utive Board, and is a clerical representa-

tive to Provincial Synod.” 

Many persons may not be actively 

looking for a church. But, I am certain that 

there are many with needs...and not far 

away from us. Find the people, the love 

and the money will follow.  

Please give me a call and come to visit 

here at what was once known as “The 

Bishop’s Palace”. It is an inspiring venue 

in more ways than one. Please bring Anne 

along if you think she might find it inter-

esting.  

Peace be with you. 

I realized that my previous email did 

not provide the response to your question. 

Here it is: 

I am in awe of its physical 

beauty. And, I am in awe of the 

spirit of the people. People who 

give to their community and the 

world beyond.  

Lynn Bice 

————————————–——— 

Here is my attempt of making finite 

that which is infinite. 

I find that there is a need in my life to 

express the joy of my existence. I like to 

share this joy with others that resonate with 

the same need. I love to be able to com-

municate with those around me - in Eng-

lish, Spanish, Italian or French. What fun 

to be able to converse with the citizens of 

the countries we travel through. I feel that 

God, whatever God turns out to be, has put 

all the other people here on the planet to 

play with me. Everyone has their own in-

terpretation of what is on the other end of 

their soul. I know there’s something. Saint 

John’s has proved to be a place for my soul 

to sing and clap its hands. What-

ever rituals are followed, no mat-

ter what the practices, they are 

simply a portal to attempt to com-

municate with that space on the 

other side of me.  

Daphne Bice 

—————————————— 

I find peace in the beautiful surround-

ings of church and gardens, friendship in 

the faces there, a multitude of opportunities 

to give back and to help others, 

motivation in the homilies and 

discussions and a chance to 

focus on what is important in 

my life.  

Petey Noble 

————————————–——— 

One of the reasons I go to church at St. 

John’s is because I can make an offering of 

my skills at music. It seems a fitting place 

to make such an offering. In being here for 

more than thirty years, I have come to 

know how wonderful our congregation is, 

and how filled with loving trustworthy 

people I find the church to be. 

I am a cradle Anglican. Shortly after I 

was born in 1954, my parents Howard 

Brawn and Jenny Brawn moved from Sar-

nia, Ontario where my father had been or-

ganist at Central Baptist Church to Port 

Colborne, Ontario. My Father became the 

Organist and Choir Director at St. James 

Anglican Church in Niagara Diocese. I was 

baptized at St. James. Of course I was 

brought to church by my mother. One time 

while a toddler, I escaped from her in the 

nave and was shortly found on the organ 

pedals beneath where my father was work-

ing. 

Many of the activities in our family 

centered around St. James. You know, 

rummage sales, potluck suppers, and my 

Dad’s role as organist of the church. When 

I was eight years old I began to sing in the 

Junior Choir at St. James. I’m sure some of 

you can imagine me in a black cassock 

with a white surplice with the obligatory 

crinkly collar affected by Anglican choir 

boys at the time. 

One of the memories I cherish from 

that time was having read a lesson during 

the Nine Lessons and Carols Christmas 

service. My grade one teacher, Mrs. 

Woods, fairly beamed with pride to hear 

me read and told me so after the service.  

I was confirmed at St. James. Of 

course when I was twelve or thirteen my 

voice changed I became may have less to 

do with formal services at St. James. 

We left Port Colborne in 1968 to move 

to Sarnia where my father began work as 

an assistant consultant of music, and as the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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organist at St. Paul’s United Church. Our 

family worshipped at St. Bartholomew’s 

Anglican Church on Cathcart Blvd. in Sar-

nia. I did some music at St. Barth’s but 

mainly my activity was as part of the serv-

ers guild. I attended Young Peoples’ Group 

at St. Bartholomew’s. The leaders were a 

very young and enthusiastic John and Isa-

bel Biehn. 

During my years at university I be-

came associated with the Anglican Com-

munity at Huron College. After my first 

degree, I rambled, a bit failing to find a 

spiritual home. One time Allan Nagata in-

vited me to play the trumpet at St. John’s. 

Later, I became a member of St. John 

the Evangelist Church choir, in 1982- 

1983. I left London for a time, but when I 

came back for a year as a special student at 

Western in 1985-1986, a chance meeting 

with Hugh McLean brought me back to St. 

John’s. I have been singing in the Senior 

Choir at St. John’s since. I play the trum-

pet, can be found among the various musi-

cians who appear in services and the like at 

our church. For the last twenty or 

so years I have sounded the Last 

Post and Rouse at our Remem-

brance Day service. 

Rod Brawn 

————————————–——— 

Our membership at St. John’s has pro-

vided a solid anchor for us, to which we 

continue to cling for advice, comfort and 

joy as we experience the varying adven-

tures of life. Beginning with our wedding 

service in 1956, led by the Rector Archdea-

con Clarence Foreman, subsequent celebra-

tion of the births and baptisms of three 

healthy and happy children, the weddings 

of two children, obtaining wise counsel on 

divorce, health challenges, business crises 

and funerals. All were shared with Rectors 

Terry Finlay, Ray Farrell, Bain Peever, 

Mickey Chovaz, Don Ford. Friendships, 

wisdom, and character have grown from 

regularly attending the worship services, 

participating in the diverse music program, 

sharing in discussion groups, listening to 

and developing close relationships with 

many parishioners over the 

past 60 years. We are very 

fortunate to have been mem-

bers of this diverse Parish 

Church family. 

Bob and Anne Hayman 

————————————–——— 

 The fellowship - I get to see my friends 

every week; 

 I feel the need to give thanks and 

praise. I don’t think God needs this or 

expects this of me, but I feel the need 

to do it; 

 I need regular reminders of: my place 

in the world, practising prayer for the 

unexpected hard times, knowing that 

I'm not alone, knowing that there is 

something bigger in my life than just 

me and my family 

- the architectural beauty of the build-

ing gives me a feeling of wonder and 

peace; 

 sometimes I think I have life figured 

out. But I appreciate having my life 

challenged, forcing me to rethink 

things. It’s good to stay humble! 

 the music! 

 I feel if I come to St. John’s expecting 

to “get something out of it”, I’ll come 

away disappointed. It is when I bring 

something to the worship (my con-

cerns, my thanks, my time and skills to 

help others) that I come 

away satisfied and that 

making the effort to at-

tend church was worth-

while. 

David Hall 

————————————–——— 

Initially it was because it was the clos-

est Anglican church to out new home. 

Once we began attending we found out that 

we knew some of the parishioners and soon 

were asked to help out at different events. 

Through that experience, lasting friend-

ships were made. Our two children were 

raised in the St. John’s family and grew 

through their involvement in church 

school, junior choir and as servers. Over 

the years the Church has been 

there to support us when we 

needed support. It is, for us, a 

community that we can count 

on. 

Debbie Howes 

 

We belong to St. John's for the sense 

of community and for the spirituality it 

brings our family. Being part of the St. 

John's community gives us opportunities 

for fellowship and community outreach 

that we would not otherwise 

have. We also enjoy and appreci-

ate the open mindedness of the 

congregation and the learning 

and fellowship opportunities for 

our family. 

Miranda Green-Barteet  

(Continued from page 11) 

March 22, 2016 Special Meeting. 
From left, Rick Mann, Rev. Lyndon, Jennifer Munds and Petey Noble. 

Why Do I Belong to St. John’s? 
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By John Thompson 

John 20: 1 – 18 

May 8, 2016 

May the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of all our hearts be pleasing 

in your sight, O LORD, my rock and 

my redeemer. 

Today is a day of celebration. Across 

Canada it is Mother’s Day, and here at St. 

John’s it is a day to celebrate our patron 

saint, St. John the Evangelist.  

We know almost nothing of the au-

thor of John’s gospel. We assume him to 

be the disciple John, as well as “the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved”. We 

have no way of knowing if these assump-

tions are true, but we act as if they are. 

They make sense to us. 

The setting of the Gospel reading to-

day is Jerusalem. It is the festival of the 

Passover. Thousands of Jews have come 

to commemorate their ancestors’ libera-

tion from slavery in Egypt.  

But a small band of Jews have noth-

ing to celebrate. Their leader, whom they 

have come to believe was the promised 

Messiah, has been crucified, taken down 

from the cross, and buried. 

Mary Magdalene must have slept 

poorly that night. Partly it must have been 

because she was crammed into close 

quarters with the other followers of Jesus. 

Beds were scarce in Jerusalem during 

Passover. So she most likely slept in a 

pilgrim hostel, with a dozen wooden bunk 

beds, and straw for mattresses. Noisy and 

smelly.  

But in the best of circumstances she 

would have slept badly. The man she had 

come to know and to love was dead. 

Early in the morning, before day-

break, she roused and got up. It was cold, 

and she shivered as she made her way to 

the place where Jesus’ body had been 

laid. We don’t know what motivated her, 

but we do know that when she saw the 

tomb it had been opened and the body 

was gone. She was devastated. 

Peter was her leader and she ran to 

tell him.  

What followed was a foot race – Peter 

couldn’t keep up with the ‘beloved disci-

ple’. Mary Magdalene was left far behind. 

Arriving at the tomb, both disciples 

peered into it -- and left immediately.  

So Mary was left, alone, at the tomb, 

weeping inconsolably. She turned and 

saw one whom she assumed was the gar-

dener.  She implored him, “Sir, if you 

have carried him away, tell me where you 

have laid him, and I will take him away.” 

Then Jesus spoke her name, “Mary”, 

and there was recognition. From grief to 

indescribable joy. And then he disap-

peared. 

Most of us wrestle with belief. 

The gospel of John tells us that the 

‘beloved disciple’, having seen the empty 

tomb, “believed”. We don’t know what he 

believed, for the sentence goes on “for as 

yet they (Peter and the beloved disciple) 

did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead.” 

Mary Magdalene also believed. Her 

belief that the living Christ was the prom-

ised Messiah was confirmed when the 

risen Christ appeared and spoke her name. 

And she understood at that moment that 

he truly was the Son of God. 

The encounter between the human 

and the divine is something we have diffi-

culty comprehending. But it was and is 

real to many – a place, or more often, a 

time where heaven and earth come to-

gether. What Celtic lore has called “a thin 

place.” 

It is rarely as dramatic or as specific 

as the experience of Mary Magdalene. 

She was at ‘ground zero’ as far as thin 

places go. 

But in our day, many people have 

similar – if much less spectacular – expe-

riences of the divine in daily life, and 

these experiences have changed lives. 

Mark Whittall is the Rector of St. 

Alban the Martyr in Ottawa. That is 

where Erica Howes has been worshipping 

as a student at Carleton. Mark has written 

about his own ‘thin place’ experience. 

It occurred when he was a student at 

Queen’s. He was stopped at a traffic light 

while riding his bike to class. He recalls, 

“the sun seemed to turn golden, and I had 

a wonderful sensation of warmth, and an 

overwhelming feeling that God was with 

me. In that moment, which may have last-

ed a second but seemed to last much long-

er, I knew, I just knew that all was well.” 

Mark went on to a full and successful 

career in business. And then he abruptly 

changed course. He sought ordination as 

an Anglican priest. His ‘thin place’ en-

counter had remained with him and, he is 

certain, led to his vocation. 

I’m a little jealous of Mark. I can’t 

say I’ve had a ‘thin place’ experience as 

he describes it.  

My own path has been circuitous and 

drawn out. I can trace it to an event that 

did change my life – a two month walk in 

France and Spain that Ana and I took in 

2003. Our destination was Santiago de 

Compostela, in the northwest of Spain, 

where the bones of St. James – St. John’s 

brother – are to be found. For the medie-

val pilgrim, the cathedral there was one of 

Christendom’s ultimate ‘thin places’. But 

it was not, for me, a ‘thin place.’ 

But I did come back from Spain 

changed. Something had happened on the 

Camino. I did not know what it was. The 

best way I had to describe it was a feeling 

of homesickness. But there was no ‘road 

to Damascus’ moment, or even an envel-

oping warmth such as Mark Whittall ex-

perienced. 

But the Camino made me want some-

thing more, and I was pretty sure it was to 

be found in Christianity, the faith in 

which I was raised and which I had long 

since left behind.  

So Ana and I began attending wor-

ship services here at St. John’s. I found a 

community just as warm and inclusive as 

the one I had been part of on the Camino. 

And I began to study theology at Huron. 

Here at St. John’s I got swept up in 

the Outreach program. And I began to 

experience ‘thin place’ moments in my 

encounters with our dinner guests. These 

were and are unexpected moments when, 

as they share something of their lives, I 

feel a sudden connection, and am aware 

of the God within them. 

The dinner program is not the only 

setting for my mini-thin place moments. 

These often happen, without warning, 

during worship.  

(Continued on page 16) 

Mother’s Day Homily 
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By Harold and Marlene Harvey 

We have just moved to Port aux 

Basques, gateway to the island - one merci-

fully forgets the brutality of the last move - 

something akin to giving birth! There is a 

sort of mystical feel to the place as the 

town has been shrouded in fog and light 

drizzle for a number of days and the fog-

horn can be heard almost constantly. In the 

evening we sit talking in the sparsely fur-

nished living room (not fully unpacked) in 

dim light, foghorn in the distance and it 

feels like we're living in Eugene O'Neil's 

Long Days Journey into Night. 

My parish is St. James, Port aux 

Basques and Harold's is Grand Bay, a 

stone's throw away and consisting of Grand 

Bay: St. Paul, Codroy: Holy Trinity: Cape 

Ray: St. John the Evangelist. 

Harold has a bit of a drive every week, 

while I have only St. James with the rectory 

right beside it, so it is a huge improvement 

for me. It is a truly magnificent church, 

initially pegged to be the Cathedral. The 

average Sunday congregation is in the 

neighbour of 150 or thereabouts, Mother’s 

Day was 194. I love my secretary, warden, 

lay ministers, everyone; they’re great. 

Mother’s Day consisted of the morning 

service followed by a welcoming luncheon 

and a funeral in the afternoon, the fog and 

mist heavy all day. 

It’s been along time since my last letter 

to you, but you are not and never will be 

forgotten. St. John’s, where we began, will 

always be near and dear to our hearts. 

Our five and a half year stint in the 

Northern Penn was one that neither of us 

would have missed, but we were more than 

ready for a change. Port aux Basques has 

lots of amenities and the church is very 

active...and, of course, we are as close to 

the mainland as we can get! We are told the 

summers are lovely – there is a beach and 

walking trail. 

The rectory is spacious, open and huge 

– we have a little deck, big enough for our 

BBQ...and a clothes line. - I love a clothes 

line! Our first official welcome to the com-

munity was by Kayla, a little neighbour girl 

on April 22 as we were getting out of the 

car and she sang out, ‘Happy Earth Day’ 

whilst scattering grass seed on the lawn. 

She then announced that she played at the 

back of the rectory...all the time, with her 

best friend, Dylan. 

And while I was occupied with a funer-

al service today, Harold answered to door 

to a whole brigade of kids, 

one of them carrying a lost 

puppy, diligently in search 

of the owner. It’s a breath 

of fresh air! 

But, we do long for 

home and we will soon be 

coming home for a visit, 
and for the ordination of 

John Thompson! O’ Happy 

Day! 

Very Best Wishes, 

Harold & Marlene 

From The Rock 

Marlene and Harold Harvey were 

recent Theology Students at St. 

John’s, and were ordained by the Rt. 

Rev. Percy Coffin, Bishop of Western 

Newfoundland, in the Cathedral at 

Corner Brook on October 28, 2010, 

and posted to their new charges as 

shown below. 

Marlene’s parish is St. James, 

Port aux Basques and Harold's is 

Grand Bay, a stone's throw away 

and consisting of Grand Bay: St. 

Paul, Codroy: Holy Trinity: Cape 

Ray: St. John the Evangelist. 

Area in Newfoundland where the 
Harvey’s have their parishes 

NL Key Map 

 

 

 

Harold and Marlene Harvey 

St. James 

 

Cake Cutting 
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Acts 9: 36-43 

Tabitha/Dorcas 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

The first thing I do when I sit down 

to write a homily is to see what the Sun-

day lectionary has to offer.  

This week the readings seem to be all 

about sheep, a species of which I know 

very little. The exception is a selection 

from Acts. a chronicle of the early Chris-

tian church. 

Now I scarcely know more about the 

Acts of the Apostles than I do about 

sheep. But I like a challenge and so I 

plunged in. 

I immediately ran into a woman 

named Tabitha, also known as Dorcas – 

the first name is Aramaic and the second 

Greek. Both mean ‘gazelle’.  

And I learned, as you did earlier if 

you were paying attention during the 

reading, that Tabitha, a woman devoted 

to the care of the less fortunate in her 

community, was dead. But Peter was in 

Lydda, a day’s walk away from Joppa, 

where Tabitha was lying, prepared for 

burial. Two men were sent to fetch him. 

They were hoping for a miracle, 

A miracle! Maybe I should go back 

to the sheep.  

Miracles are something that make 

Anglicans nervous. 

And if forced to confront one, there 

seem to be only two choices. 

The first is to take an absolutely lit-

eral view. If Tabitha was raised from the 

dead, she was raised from the dead. End 

of discussion. No speculation. We Angli-

cans scorn this approach.  

The other is to judge it by the stand-

ards of the Enlightenment. Is there a pos-

sible explanation for a given miracle? 

Like -- big rocks just under the surface of 

the Sea of Galilee to explain Jesus walk-

ing on the water?  

If not, no miracle. A hoax, something 

to be ignored. Although miracle stories 

may have brought early Christians to be-

lief, for us they tend to have the opposite 

effect. 

Before we return to Tabitha, I’d like 

to take a short excursion to look at a bet-

ter known miracle --- the conversion of 

Paul on the road to Damascus. 

Luke writes of Saul – a fire-breathing 

persecutor of Christians – being blinded 

by a heavenly flash of light on the Da-

mascus road. He falls from his horse and 

hears a voice, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?” He responds, “Who are 

you, Lord?” and hears, “I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting.” Saul gets up, 

still blind, and is led by his companions 

to Damascus where he regains his sight 

by yet another miracle – and becomes 

Paul, the last of the Apostles. 

That is Luke’s miracle story, but Paul 

himself describes his conversion simply 

as a divine revelation, a clear vision of 

Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.  

No heavenly light, no fall from a 

horse, no blindness – and no dialogue 

with the risen Christ.  

Isn’t Luke’s version in Acts a para-

ble, a metaphor, to describe the sudden 

and overwhelming nature of Paul’s in-

sight? 

And isn’t it likely that Luke, writing 

for an audience accustomed to the con-

cept of miracles, felt the need to express 

it in terms they would understand?  

Which brings us back to Tabitha. 

Why did Luke include that miracle in 

his narrative of the early church? 

Because, compared to the miracles 

already described in Acts, the raising of 

Tabitha is pretty small potatoes. But it 

had meaning to Luke’s contemporaries. 

First of all, you need to know that 

Jewish tradition held that only God could 

raise someone from the dead.  

It is pretty clear that Luke wishes to 

impress upon the early church that God is 

still in their midst. Christ’s ministry did 

not end with the crucifixion. Peter is now 

continuing that ministry. 

And what better way to show that by 

another miracle story? 

But we, in the 21st century, don’t 

need a miracle story to convince us that 

Christ is indeed risen, that the Holy Spirit 

moves among us every day. 

So what can we learn from the Tabi-

tha story?  

We can start by paying attention to 

what is taken for granted in the telling of 

the story.  

And we need to be aware that at the 

centre of the story is a woman, in a world 

where women were second-class citizens. 

Tabitha was already engaged in the 

work of the Holy Spirit. God was already 

present. And Tabitha was a leader in her 

church community. She sewed clothes for 

the poor. Her life was devoted to them. 

And she was valued by her community, 

so much so that her burial was put off 

until Peter could be summoned. 

She was someone important.  

Important enough that she is the first 

woman that the New Testament identifies 

as a disciple.  

Important enough that we know her 

name. 

She was clearly not a second-class 

citizen. 

Tabitha was part of the miracle of the 

early Christian church. It was through 

her, and women like her, that the church 

grew and survived. 

That is what I have learned from this 

miracle story. 

And today we have Tabithas in abun-

dance in our church. They hold no offi-

cial positions, chair no committees, but 

on any day of the week you will meet one 

of them somewhere in this building. 

Without them, the church as we know it, 

would survive only with great difficulty.  

So – miracle stories, like parables, 

have meaning for us today if we pay at-

tention. 

Marcus Borg had an interesting take 

on miracles. He wrote, “The Bible is true, 

and some of it actually happened.” 

 

John Thompson Homily April 17 
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Submitted by 

Mary Lynn Berthelet 

 

Among the treasures in our archives, we 

have a folio of financial receipts for our 

1951 expenditures. Enjoy these invoices 

from 65 years ago! 

  

January 

 Public Utilities Commission $17.63 

  

Womens’ Guild Refreshments at Annu-

al Vestry Meeting (Mrs. G.F. Highley) 

 Coffee 1-1/2 lbs. $1.53 

 Cream and Milk 0.75 

10 dozen doughnuts 3.00 

  $5.28 

 

 

 

Homer R. Kitt Tuning Organ 

Contract for 1950 $60.00 

  

February 

Oil Painting and Frame ‘October Land-

scape near Wilno’ (Clare Bice)  $75.00 

 

6 candles from 

Desmarais & Robitaille  Montreal $0.30

  +postage    0.11 

  

March 

6-slice Moffat Electric Toaster $50.00 

Palms for Palm Sunday $0.75 

 

Surplice from J. Whippell and Co. 

London, England including packing, 

postage, and insurance $24.96 

  

 

 

April 
Byron Swayze Secretarial Services 

Mimeographing for 50 letters, including 

copying, addressing, folding,  

supplying envelopes, inserting and 

mailing, and 50 stamps $6.32 

  

May 

C.R.Sumner & Sons Jewelers 

 Sterling Silver Plate $3.25 

 Engraving 2.58 

  $5.58 

  

June/July 

Grass Cutting and Gardening 

at the Rectory 

 10 times @ $1.00 per hour  $27.50 

Everything Was Simpler Then... 

A baptism, the Christmas pageant, a reading 

from the prologue to John’s gospel, having my 

foot washed on Maundy Thursday, or the close 

of the Christmas Eve service as the choir sings 

‘Peace on Earth’ and the congregation joins in 

with ‘Silent Night’. At such times I find myself 

suddenly moved, almost on the verge of tears. 

For me, these ‘thin occasions’ are alterna-

tives to the road to Damascus. They come, un-

expectedly, over time. They are the reason 

many of us come to church. They involve pay-

ing attention, hearing what God is saying in the 

liturgy, in the ancient rituals of the church, in 

the people that we serve in our outreach pro-

grams.  

For many faith is a matter of time. The say-

ing, “belonging leads to believing,” is true for 

me and for many others. 

Few are as fortunate as Mary to have actu-

ally seen the risen Christ. But we can come to 

know him. We can also come to know that he is 

risen and the advocate that he has sent, the Holy 

Spirit, is at work among us and through us.  

We just have to hang in there, and pay at-

tention. 

(Continued from page 13) 

John Thompson’s Homily 

peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?  

People: I will, with God’s help.  

Priest: Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God's creation, and re-

spect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 

As we read these through I invite you to discern which one speaks to you the 

most – which one connects with your personal interest and passion to make a 

difference? 

Today we symbolically rekindle the light of Christ that is always in us, as we 

bring in the Easter Candle, and the light is given to Stanley to symbolize that he 

has passed from darkness to light today and that he is called with all of us to 

show that light to the world, to bring light into the dark places through active 

compassion in his life, in his joy, in his playfulness. Baptizing babies and chil-

dren is the best because they show light and joy so much better than any adult 

can ever do? And when we come to the table for communion we are reminded of 

this. Suffer the Children, do not hinder the children, from coming to me because 

they do so with the greatest enthusiasm and honesty and love. It’s carved in the 

wall right up there behind the communion table reminding us that we are to wel-

come all people at our tables here and at home. 

SO RECALL WHERE YOUR PASSION LIES AND LET US JOIN TO-

GETHER TO SHARE THE NEW RESURRECTION LIFE BECAUSE WE 

ARE CALLED TO CREATE, TO USE THE LIFE AND LOVE THAT WE 

HAVE FROM GOD TO BE CREATORS WITH GOD OF A WORLD FILLED 

WITH LIFE AND LOVE. So let’s go. Let’s scoff at evil and death. Let’s put on 

the clothing of light and life. And let’s bring this New Resurrection Life of 

Christ into the world with compassion and love, with light and joy. 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! – Tah-dah! 

(Continued from page 8) 

Easter Homily 
 

Notes from the Church Archives 
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By James Hannay 

When I speak to peo-

ple from different places, 

even inside Canada, I ex-

pect to hear different things 

about how they live their 

lives. This has very much to do with their 

location and the traditions and available 

activities in those locations. 

While interviewing the children of 

the refugee family St. John’s sponsored, I 

was very much surprised to hear many 

similarities between the life I lived in 

Canada, and the life the Alfarekh children 

lived in Syria. 

I found that the Ontario school year 

and the Syrian school year is very much 

the same, running between September 

and June, and that they too received a lot 

of homework, around 2 hours worth of it. 

When asked about the subjects they 

learned in school they told me that they 

learnt math, science, English, and Arabic. 

Minus the Arabic, these are the exact 

classes that I take as well. 

I also asked them what they did in 

their spare time, and they told me that 

they played sports like soccer and swim-

ming; they studied with friends; they read 

and play video games; and they watch 

TV. These are all activities that I enjoy 

doing myself, and I was glad to hear that 

our lives were not too different. 

Our lives were not similar however, 

as they told me there was no inter-school 

sports leagues, and that they did not learn 

to play instruments or have a choir in 

school. Of course, the music we listen to 

is quite different as well, citing that one 

of their favorite musicians was an artist 

by the name of “Fey Roz”. 

As well, their school days were only 

5 hours long, and what a difference an 

hour makes. A 6-hour 

school day is a lot, but I 

would really appreciate 

a 5-hour school day, 

maybe it would get me 

out of math class! 

Although there are 

differences, the similar-

ities between our 

lives are much 

stronger, even with 

the distance between 

Canada and Syria.  

An Interview with the Alfarekh Children 
St. John’s has been sponsoring the Al-

farekh family since their arrival from a 

refugee camp in Lebanon in January 

The Banner asked James Hannay, a 

grade 12 student and a St. John’s serv-

er, to interview the Alfarekh children 

about their lives in Syria before they 

fled to Jordon in 2012. James recently 

sat down with them for a face to face 

interview. 

The Alfarekh Family 
Samia, Ahmad, Ghaidaa, Mohamed and Ayman 

 

level for 2017. This was considered an 

appropriate move, but acknowledged that 

it had created a great deal of confusion in 

Parish Members. 

There had been widely held disap-

pointment among many Parish members 

that this was not an appropriate move, 

and at a special informal meeting of Ves-

try on March 22, a wide open discussion 

held on the financial status of our Parish 

Church. It was noted that membership in 

our Parish had dropped considerably over 

the last few years, and that funding was 

therefore no longer available to support 

all our programs, and that extensive bor-

rowing from our Endowment Fund was 

necessary to pay our bills. There was a 

discussion we should embark on an ag-

gressive new membership campaign to 

increase our Parish numbers and thus in-

crease our revenue. 

There was no conclusion reached at 

this meeting and further reflection was 

required by Parish Council as to what our 

next step should be. 

Thus the meeting of May 18 was 

scheduled and a Resolution presented as 

noted above, which, after considerable 

discussion, was broken down into two 

parts: 

 

 Approval requested for the hiring of 

Children and Youth Ministry Developer 

for the year February 1, 2017 to De-

cember 31, 2017. Passed 36 in favor 

and 6 opposed. 

 A special pledging funding campaign 

be launched to support this program to 

commence shortly and be completed by 

Sept 30, 2016. Passed 51 in favor 4 op-

posed. 

Stewart McIntyre and Warren Jones 

then distributed initial Pledge Forms to 

those in attendance and indicated full 

Campaign would commence soon. 

The meeting adjourned 8:45 PM. 

(Continued from page 1) 

May 18 Vestry Meeting 
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May 29- June 30 

 Spring Food Drive 

 see details page 5 

 

May 29—7:00 PM 

 Confirmation 
 St James Westminster Church 

 4 Candidates from St. John 

 will be attending 

 

May 31—7:00 PM 

 Ordination of John Thompson 

 4.00 PM Cathedral of St. Paul’s  

 

 

 

June 3,4 

 Getting to Know You 

 Lets eat together 

 Parish Social Dinner 

 see details page 2 

 

June 12- Sunday—10:30 AM 

 Parish Picnic and 

 Outdoor Worship 

 Huron University College 

 see details page 2. 

Upcoming Events  

 

 
Baptisms 

Atoo Stanley Eh Atoo Lay 

 March 27, 2016 

 Parents: Father Kuy Lay 

 Mother: Ku Tee The Blay 

 

R.I.P.  

Robert “Bob” Wright 

 March 9, 2016 

 

James Buckingham 

 March 25, 2016 

 

Alice Elizabeth Hexter  

 April 25, 2016 

Passages 

A recently published book by Rev. Mark 

Whittall, Rector of St. Alban’s Church, Otta-

wa, is worth reading. Quoting from jacket: 

“In these days of declining membership in 

mainline congregations, a new church plant is 

a rarity. Even more so perhaps when the 

church plant involves an existing 145 year old 

building...”. 

Available online from Wood Lake Publish-

ing— $19.95. 

Our own parishioner Erica Howes, a recent 

graduate in Journalism from University of Ot-

tawa, was an active and enthusiastic member 

of this congregation. 

Recommended Reading 

Blast from the Past 
Submitted by Stewart McIntyre 

 

How many of these St. John’s Marching Band and Orchestra members can 

you recognize? Taken at the Outdoor Worship and Parish Picnic at Huron 

College a number of years ago. 

Monthly Financial Update for our Parish 

as of April 30, 2016 
 

Operating 

Total Income (Year to date) $  135,047 

Total Expenses (Year to date) $  153,855 

Balance (Year to Date)  $   (18,808) 

 

Outreach (not including refugees) 

Total Income (Year to date)  $ 11,016 

Total Expenses (Year to date)  $ 12,925 

Balance (Year to Date)  $  (1,909)   

 

Refugee Family 

Total Income (Dec. 2015 to Date)  $ 24,063 

Total Expenses ( Dec. 2015 to Date) $   8,760 

Balance (Dec. 2015 to Date) $ 15,303 


