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By The Reverend Lyndon 

 Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

 Your Parish Priest 

 
As we embark on a new year of the 

Church, which began on the First Sunday 

of Advent December 2nd, we once again 

begin our time of anticipation of the fu-

ture birth of the Prince of Peace into our 

lives.  As we get ready for the birth of the 

Sacred into the Human we be-

come aware, again, of our longing 

for a world filled with peace and 

joy. But what does this world of 

peace and joy actually look like 

and how do we work at helping to 

give birth such a world? 

The Pilgrim Series 

(pilgrimcourse.org) is a course of 

study and reflection in which 

some of our members have been 

engaged over the last year during 

Lent and Advent. At the present 

time we are on Book 3, which 

guides us to reflect on the Ten 

Commandments. In our reflections and 

discussions we are being reminded that 

God calls us to remember that only God 

is Holy, and the life and love that we re-

ceive from God are indeed Holy and Sa-

cred. God is the one who strengthens us 

through the Grace of the Holy Spirit to 

discern each and everyday how it is we 

can fill the world with the peace and joy 

that we wish for at Christmas. And these 

Commandments remind us to take a sab-

bath. Sabbath for each of us can be differ-

ent, but sabbath is always an opportunity 

to rest and refocus on that which is truly 

valuable. This is something we need even 

more at this time of year when the busy-

ness of Christmas preparation can get in 

the way of caring for and serving our 

family, our friends, and those in need. If 

we take the time to reflect then we can be 

more likely to actually give the gifts our 

family, friends, and neighbours need. 

These are the gifts we are inspired to gift 

to the Christ Child as we celebrate the 

Birthday of Jesus Christ on Christmas 

Day. These Holy Gifts from God are 

time, love and community. 

The Ten Commandments go on more 

specifically to remind us to respect the 

life and light in others, to act in a way 

that is just and caring, 

and to be the people we 

are called to be as we are 

reminded to move past 

the greed and envy that 

seems to be cultivated by 

the commercial aspects 

of our Christmas Activi-

ty. I like all the decora-

tions. I enjoy walking 

through the malls and 

walking around my 

neighbourhood. I do not 

enjoy the pressure to 

buy. I do not relish the 

perceived expectations 

to buy and give just because an advertise-

ment told me to do so. And so I take time 

(Continued on page 17) 

The Christmas Sabbath and Mission 

Sunday December 9—2nd Sunday of Advent 

 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.—Holy Eucharist 

 12:00 p.m.—Pilgrim Course 

 

Sunday December 9 

 3:00 p.m. - Cello Concert by Cameron Crozman 

  (see page 6  for details) 

 

Sunday December 16—Third Sunday of Advent 

 8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist 

 10:30 a.m.—Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

  With Church School Pageant, 

  Choir and Marching Band 

 

 

Wednesday December 19—Quiet Christmas 

 7:00 p.m.—Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday December 23—Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.—Holy Eucharist 

 

Monday December 24—Christmas Eve 

 4:00 p.m.—Children’s Story Presentation & Service 

 7:00 p.m.—Christmas Eucharist 

  With vocal music and Brass Ensemble 

 10:00 p.m.—Candlelight Choral Eucharist  

  With favourite carols 

Upcoming Events 
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Volume 8 No. 12 
By Bob Hayman 

WW1 Memories 
On Sunday November 

11,2018, we recognized in that 

service the 100th Anniversary of 

that horrible conflict. There was special music 

and Rev. John Thompson delivered a well 

thought out Homily, from his perspective (see 

page 3). 

From my perspective, it brought back 

memories and treasures from our family ar-

chives. 

My maternal grandfather was the Rev. 

William R. McIntosh, a Presbyterian cleric, who 

for many years was presiding Minister at King 

Street Church, in East London. In the 

early1900’s, it was a sizeable Parish as the City 

(East London) had not developed much to the 

west past Richmond St. 

He had several children: one daughter was 

my mother Helen, and one son was Gordon, who 

volunteered for service in the Canadian Army, 

served overseas with the (3rd Brigade, Canadian 

Field Artillery) and tragically died of wounds 

July 14, 1917 at age 19. He was buried in 

Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Lens ,France. 

The congregation at King Street held a 

Memorial service for Gunner Gordon McIntosh 

on July 29th 1917 to which a large congregation 

attended and heard a eulogy delivered by guest 

Preacher Dr. D.L. McKay, which contained 

these words: 

“There are worse things than death, 

i.e. living a useless life, an unworthy life, 

a selfish life, every frivolous life. 

Every indifferent life is a useless life. 

‘Come follow me’ the Master said.” 

 

These words are memorable and are 

recorded in a large family album McIntosh 

Memories.  

The congregation, over several years, raised 

enough money to finance Rev. W.R. McIntosh 

to travel to France in 1924 and visit his son’s 

grave.  

Various members of our family have visited 

Gordon’s grave in France since on overseas 

trips. Shown here is a picture of our family in 

August 1980. 

MEMORIES  
Life at St. John the Evangelist Parish 

Gordon’s father, Rev.  W.R. McIntosh at 
Lapugnoy Military Cemetery in France in 1924 

Hayman family lays flowers at the Lapugnoy 
Military Cemetery in France in 1980 
Stephen, Susan, Bob, Anne (photo by Michael) 

Bob’s Uncle, Gunner  Gordon McIntosh 
 Born: Allendale, Ontario, Sept. 29, 1897 
 Died: Lens, France, July  14, 1917 (age 19) 

Lapugnoy Cemetery 

mailto:office@stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnsLondon
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLondon
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Remembrance Day 2018 
HOMILY 

 

By Rev. Dr. John Thompson 

 

Micah 4: 1-4 

 

The prophet Micah is speaking to 

the Jewish people. 

“He shall judge between many 

peoples, and arbitrate between strong 

nations far away; they shall beat their 

swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation 

shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any 

more.” 

Micah is a book of condemnation 

and of prophesy. It was written when 

Assyria had inflicted a devastating de-

feat on the kingdoms of Israel and Ju-

dah. Micah knew that slaughter first 

hand. His village, close by Jerusalem, 

had been burned to the ground and he 

had fled to safety within Jerusalem’s 

walls.  

Micah did not hesitate to tell the 

Jewish people that their sins had caused 

this to happen. But he reassured them 

that the God of the covenant would re-

store them.  

Today we celebrate the 100th anni-

versary of the ending of ‘the war to end 

all wars’. It is over 2500 years since 

Micah’s prediction – “neither shall they 

learn war any more”. That reassurance 

rings hollow in our ears.  

The scale, and the carnage, of 

World War One is hard to comprehend. 

Nine million combatants dead. Seven 

million civilians dead. 

Canada was there. Over 650,000 

volunteered to fight. And of these, 

roughly 60,000 never returned. 

These were statistics that I never 

knew. The Great War was never on my 

radar – no one of my family had ever 

fought in a 20th century war. 

When I was a boy growing up in 

London I did go down to Victoria Park 

and its cenotaph on November 11th. 

Normally it is a plain grey stone monu-

ment, but on that one day, it was 

adorned with flags. The Canadian Red 

Ensign, the Union Jack, the flags of the 

various armed services. Veterans of 

both great wars were there, with berets 

and blue blazers adorned with medals. 

The mood was both somber and celebra-

tory. 

But it wasn’t until 1967 that I saw 

my first war cemetery. It was on the 

grounds of the Canadian Red Cross Me-

morial Hospital at Cliveden, the Astor 

estate, in the countryside 25 miles west 

of London. I was there, fifty years ago, 

because the hospital was an important 

centre for the treatment of arthritis. Fifty 

years earlier, it served a different pur-

pose – to treat the wounds of Canadian 

soldiers.  

One Sunday I took Ana and our 

three small children to see where I spent 

part of my week. The hospital grounds 

were extensive and lovely and as I recall 

we had gone there for a picnic. It was a 

lovely drive out from London – country 

(Continued on page 10) 

By Bob Hayman 

A very moving service was held on 

Sunday November 11, which marked the 

100th anniversary of the end World War 1. 

Highlights included guest musicians 

Ralph Thorn (veteran Organist, now at 

St. Anne’s Byron), Jim Scott on the 

“Pipes”, and our own Rod Brawn as the 

bugler, to mark this day with special mu-

sic. 

We were honoring all the WW1 

veterans, particularly the many members 

from our congregation who volunteered 

served overseas and died during the 4 

years of this horrific War. 

Regretfully, it brought to light once 

again that these members of our 

congregation are not recognized by name 

on Memorial Plaques in our Church 

Sanctuary. By contrast, members of our 

Congregation who served in WW2 are 

memorialized and remembered on a 

series of plaques along the west sall of 

the Church. As well the members of our 

congregation who served in the Boer 

War are recognized by their names in a 

memorial window at the south west st 

corner the aforementioned memorial 

wall. 

Fortunately, these WW1 veterans of 

our congregation are listed in a memorial 

chart presently located in a framed 

picture in the basement of the Parish 

Hall. 

It is only fitting that these names be 

recognized and memorialized, in my 

opinion, in the Church Sanctuary. 

Funding should be easy to raise to 

overcome this deficiency in 

Memorializing the faithful members of 

our congregation who faithfully 

responded to the call of our country. 

Remembrance Day 

Ralph Thorn  and Jim Scott St. John’s WW1 names in basement 
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Interfaith Peace Event 
By Mary Lynn Berthelet 

In the sanctuary, on 

Wednesday, November 21st, 

Greg Masse from White 

Wing and our Rector the Rev. 

Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell 

hosted a unity workshop, with 

invited guests Muslim Imam Abd Alfatah 

Twakkel, and Roman Catholic priest the 

Rev. Father Murray Sample.  The attendees, 

including Christians and Muslims from the 

various congregations and other interested 

participants, learned much from Greg’s in-

formative video presentation, and the ques-

tion and answer session which followed.  All 

left the assembly with further understanding 

of the three religions which originate from 

the same wellspring and which share the 

similar beliefs of love of our common God, 

charity, peace and harmony.   

Key historical points of review and dis-

cussion included: 

Christians, Jews and Muslims are all 

descendants of Abraham through his two 

sons Ishmael and Isaac. 

All three groups worship the same Crea-

tor God but call Him by different names in 

their different languages. 

The land known as the Middle East has 

been governed by all three groups for vari-

ous periods over the last 4000 years and has 

been promised in the Bible to all three 

groups by the Creator God.  

The ongoing wars to control the Middle 

East during the millennia are not so much 

“Holy Wars” as they really are “Holy Land 

Wars” to control territory and resources.  All 

combatants seek the same objective: a safe, 

culturally familiar and economically viable 

place to call their homeland, to earn a living 

and raise their families and descendants in 

peace.    

The current strife commenced in 1948 

with the creation of Israel out of Palestinian 

land, which had been predominately owned 

and settled by Muslims since the Crusades.  

Key religious points of review and dis-

cussion included: 

Muslims, Christians and Jews, whose 

tenets are laid down in the Koran, Bible and 

Talmud, share the fundamental values of 

respect for their fellow human beings, and 

the “Golden Rule”, which is a belief in treat-

ing others as you would wish to be treated. 

While differences in our traditional litur-

gies, ceremonies, rites, clothing, etc. exist, 

our God is the same, as are most of our 

prophets/saints.  Key differences in faith 

center on Jesus Christ, though Jesus Christ is 

revered by Muslims as more than a prophet 

who was born miraculously. 

Politically-motivated religious leaders 

and extremists have seized upon religion as a 

vehicle to recruit and inspire ultra-traditional 

adherents to aggression and violence.   They 

Parish News 

Rev. Lyndon, Imam Abd Alfatah Twakkel, 
Greg Masse. 

Hinduism 

Do naught unto others which would 

cause you pain if done to you. 

Mahabharata Veda, 5:1517 
 

Judaism 
Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. 

The Torah, Leviticus 19:18 
 

Christianity 
Do to others what you would 

have them do to you. 

The Bible, Matthew 7:12 
 

Islam 
No one of you is a believer 

until he desires for his brother 

that which he desires for himself 

Fortieth Hadith of an-Nawawi 13 
 

Confucianism 
Do not unto others what you 

would not have them do unto you. 

Confucius, Analects 15:23 
 

Buddhism 
Hurt not others in ways that 

you yourself would find hurtful. 

Udana-Varga 5:18 

And Then Came Peace 
By Bob Hayman 

Greg Masse has written a novel And 

Then Came Peace, which quoting from 

the book jacket: 

As The World Teeters on the Edge of 

Global War, One man is Chosen to 

Forge A new Peace for 

Humankind”….this is more than a 

novel, it is a call to action….” 

More information is available on 

www.andthencamepeace.com. 

The Book was available for sale at 

the conclusion of the Lecture with 

proceeds donated to our Share-Love-

Serve  campaign. 

Two Interesting charts at the end of 

the book are reproduced at right and be-

low. 

promote suspicion, fear, hatred and re-

venge as tools for conflict. 

The general population often has 

faulty misconceptions of Islam, including 

sharia law and jihad, which have been 

promulgated by extremist leaders and a 

media which often inaccurately interprets 

these and other aspects of Islam.   

Moving Forward 

We must seek out our own truths 

through research and talking with people 

of different cultures and faiths.   

It is up to us as individuals to support 

each other as faithful believers of peace, 

identify and call out all in our presence 

who utter untruths or promote prejudice 

and suspicion which is religiously based.   

We must practise the Golden Rule 

with all people in all interactions. 

World Religion Populations 

Christianity (53% Catholic) 2,200,000,000 31.4% 

Islam/Muslim (90% Sunni, 10% Shia) 1,600,000,000 22.9% 

Hinduism 1,000,000,000 14.3% 

Buddhism (incl. 100 million Japanese Shinto) 600,000,000 8.6% 

Confucianism (Chinese Traditional) 400,000,000 5.7% 

Judaism / Jewish 15,000,000 0.2% 

Atheism 200,000,000 2.8% 

Other 985,000,000 14.1% 

Total 7,000,000,000 100.0% 

http://www.andthencamepeace.com/
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First Sunday in Advent 
Brass 

 
From Left: Paul Poppy, 
David Hall, Jade Wei, 
Allan Bevan, 
Peter Godwin, Sam 
Sloan, Rod Brawn, Alan 
Tuck, Mike Godwin. 

First Sunday in Advent 
By Bob Hayman 

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT 

SUNDAY DEC 2, 2018 

“Today marks the day in the rest of 

our (church) life”, says Bruce Tuck, 

Chairman of the Worship Committee. 

As a Parishioner, attending in the 

pews, it was a splendid service of read-

ings, Homily and especially music. 

Our regular great Choir and Organist 

and instrumental soloist was supplement-

ed this day by a Brass Ensemble. They 

performed a Prelude and Postlude which 

was a significant addition to the music 

our superb choir 

Lessons and payers were offer from a 

Lectern centered at the front of the Rood 

Screen. 

 

Syrian Families at St. John’s 
By Stewart McIntyre 

In the past year several 

families who arrived recently 

from Syria have joined our 

congregation. Nedal and 

Omaya Adra and their chil-

dren Angela and Tony were 

the first to join. They encour-

aged others from their com-

munity because they felt that they are made 

welcome here and the liturgy is close to what 

they used in Syria. On November 10th the 

Adra family celebrated their second year in 

Canada and are looking forward to becoming 

citizens in another year. Others because they 

feel that they are welcome here and they like 

the liturgy. 

Announcing Phase 3 of 
SHARE–LOVE–SERVE! 
By Richard McLaren, O.C. 

Campaign Chair 

 

The “SHARE – 

LOVE – SERVE: Build-

ing Tomorrow Together” 

campaign is moving into 

Phase 3! In the coming 

weeks we are sending 

letters to those involved 

thus far, and extending 

invitations to those who 

live in Bishop Hellmuth Heritage District, 

asking for their help. We have to-date 

received 74 generous donations, and look 

forward to many more! 

We still have a long way to go to 

reach our goal of $1.7 Million. If you 

have not pledged a donation yet, or would 

be willing to increase your pledge, please 

do consider. Just like our ancestors came 

together to build our church, it’s now our 

turn to give. Donations can be paid over 5 

years, by cheque, monthly automatic 

bank withdrawal, securities donation or 

online with credit card, and are tax de-

ductible. Pledge Cards and Brochures are 

now available in the pews and added in-

formation kits are available at the back of 

the church & from the parish office. We 

really do need your Help! If you have any 

questions or comments, or would like a 

visit, please contact the office at 

519-432-3743. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

 

 

 

  

Richard McLaren 

Lighting the First Advent Candle 

Post service announcements from Cory 
Davies and Ilona plus kids Sunday Nov 25 

Stewart 
McIntyre 

 

Adra family celebrating 2 years in Canada 

New Refugee Family 
Annette Filler and Warren Jones  help with 
furniture collection for a new refugee family 
we are assisting. 
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Christmas Eve 

Print For Sale 
By Guy Holburn 

Amelia, Georgina 

and Guy Holburn pre-

sented a special print 

of St. John’s Church to 

the congregation at the 

end of the morning 

service on Sunday 18th November. 

Parishioner and professional photog-

rapher Richard Bain has generously 

donated a limited edition set of 100 

prints, titled ‘Christmas Eve’, to the 

Share-Love-Serve fundraising cam-

paign. Parishioners are able to pur-

chase a copy of the print for $100 by 

contacting the church office. 

The perfect Christmas gift idea! 

 
 

Carolyn and 

Quentin Hall 
By David Hall 

Longtime St. John's pa-

rishioners Carolyn and 

Quentin Hall (eldest and 

youngest of Sara and David) were recently 

seen in the Musical Theatre Productions 

(MTP) presentation of the famous musi-

cal Hello Dolly! The local community the-

atre company is to be commended for pro-

ducing a thoroughly enjoyable show in the 

intimacy of the McManus Stage at the 

Grand Theatre. Nine performances were 

given from Nov 9-17. Carolyn and 

Quentin have appeared in many theatrical 

presentations over the years, at school, the 

Grand Theatre's High School Projects, 

MTP and, for Carolyn, professional en-

gagements in Toronto and elsewhere in 

Southern Ontario. They both got their start 

as youngsters at St. John's in the annual 

Christmas Pageants and Junior Choir can-

tatas. Just another example of the im-

portance St. John's has made in shaping 

young lives. 

Bill and Iris Thomson 
By Pamela Rudd 

On October 19, 2018, 

Bill and Iris Thomson were 

Guests of honour at the 

Veterans Classic that is 

held every year at Western 

Fair District to honour all 

Veterans. They went  with 

other veterans  from Park-

wood. The purpose of this event  is to 

raise funds for the Parkwood veterans  and 

1st Hussars cavalry. This year, the organ-

izers wanted a Veteran who had been part 

of a Horse Regiment to participate in the 

blanket presentation for one of the 

winning horses.  As Parkwood knew of 

Bill’s history with horses, he was chosen 

as a representative of a cavalry regiment to 

be part of this presentation and to present 

the blanket to the owner of  the winning 

horse. Bill was in the cavalry regiment 

17th  Duke of York Royal  Canadian  Hus-

sars in Montreal.  Because Iris was in the 

British Army Intelligence working at 

Bletchley during the war, they wanted to 

acknowledge her role as well.  

The Picture  of Bill and Iris was taken 

just before they went in.  A couple of Cal-

vary horses with their soldiers  where 

standing at the entrance. 

Parishioners In the News 

Richard Bain 

 

Guy Holburn 

 

David Hall 

Pamela Rudd 
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By Ilona Bevan 

Children and Youth Ministry Developer 

 

 

 

PWRDF Fundraising Bake Sale 
JANUARY 6, 2019 

 

Contribute your baking and help us buy a whole farm for a 

community in Burundi or Tanzania 

 

Buy the Whole Farm for $470 

One cow .............. $ 200 

One goat .............. $  30 

Two pigs ............. $  30 

Five sheep ........... $  50 

40 chickens ......... $  40 

20 guinea fowl .... $  40 

20Kg seeds .......... $  30 

Farming Tools .... $  50 

 

 

 

The Sunday School children wish to fundraise for two 

projects: one for clean water and one for food security. On 

Christ the King Sunday, we collected enough coins and cash 

to meet our goal of buying, from the PWRDF gift guide, a 

water filtration system to be installed in rural community 

church so everyone in the village can access clean, filtered, 

safe drinking water. In Burundi, there is a need to help wom-

en and children with food security and one of the projects 

PWRDF supports is the training women in farming. A farm 

gives them the means to provide for their families and their 

community. 

Please consider baking some extra cookies, breads, and 

goodies this holiday season to donate to our Epiphany bake 

sale on January 6th. 

Let the wise members of St. John’s come to church bear-

ing gifts of cupcakes, muffins, and more! In this way, we can 

bring light of hope to a community in Burundi or Tanzania. 

 

 

12 Week Adult Book Study 
JANUARY 7 - MARCH 25 

St. John’s Creativity Centre of-

fers 12-week Monday Night Book 

Study: January 7-March 25; 6:30-

8:15 pm, hosted by Ilona Bevan. 

“The Artist’s Rule” by Christine 

Valter Paintner offers rich chapters 

on how to apply monastic wisdom to 

a creative life. She sees creativity as a spiritual practice and 

offers many options to engage in different modes of art to 

explore the seasons, and phases of life.  You do not need to be 

a practicing artist to attend! Only come willing to engage with 

materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons and Carols Plus Pageant 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 16 AT 10:30 AM 

This year’s Christmas Pageant is in the form of a Lessons 

and Carols Service in partnership with the St. John’s Choir 

and St. John’s Marching Band. 

The Birth of Jesus is celebrated around the world and this 

year, because of our upcoming Fundraiser’s focus on Africa, 

the children will include a few African Christmas traditions in 

the service. In this case, story of Jesus’ birth might take place 

among Safari animals. Traditional African Christmas necklac-

es made by the Mondays at One group will also be featured 

and on display during coffee hour.  

Children and Youth Report 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 14, 2018 

 

By Susan Blocker 

Brilliant sunshine 

greeted the participants in 

this year’s Fun Run as 

they approached the par-

ish hall, made ready for 

their arrival by Kieran 

Bevan, Emma, Amelia 

Holburn and Tina Zink Brawn. Once regis-

tered by the skilled and experienced team of 

Jan Delaney, Ana Thompson, Mary McIn-

tyre, Deb Hartley, Pat Knowles, Tina Zink 

Brawn, Bob and Dorothy McGee, Vonni 

Collyer, Gloria Stennett and Elaine Brander, 

helped in a number of ways by Jane Munn, 

and given their t-shirts by Amelia Holburn, 

who had organized and labeled all the shirts 

in readiness, the runners and walkers assem-

bled outside where our race convenors, Jenn 

and Guy Holburn, had set up the finish line 

banner. Our MPP for London North Centre, 

Terence Kernaghan, who also participated 

in the race, brought greetings from Queen’s 

Park and Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, 

Guy Holburn reviewed the race procedure, 

and Lyndon prayed for the racers and our 

event. Then, once Guy had signaled to the 

participants that it was time to run, walk or 

wheel their way around the course, already 

clearly marked by John Thompson, the rac-

ers sped off accompanied by rousing music 

played by the St. John’s Marching Band. 

Once on the route through the treed streets 

of Old North and the beauty of Gibbons 

Park, the participants were ably directed by 

our marshals, Stewart McIntyre, Ian and 

Catherine Charlton, Warren Jones and Al-

vin Reimer. Cory Davies, Jeffery and 

Charles were on hand to give the racers a 

welcome drink of refreshing water after the 

steep climb up the hill at the end of the 

park. As the racers proudly crossed the fin-

ish line, Sawyer Barteet and volunteers 

from Central Secondary School’s Social 

Justice Club diligently recorded the results 

and Naomi from the Social Justice Club 

worked hard to coordinate the results with 

the prize categories.  

The racers entered the hall to discover 

that Martin and Susan Baya, with help from 

Central volunteers, had prepared a hearty 

post race snack of pizza, lemonade and oth-

er goodies which were enjoyed while shar-

ing in all ages fellowship with family and 

friends.  Michael Hayman and Ahmad Al-

farekh photographed the event for all to 

look back on. During the prize ceremony, 

Lyndon, assisted by Amelia Holburn and 

Naomi (from Central S.S.), awarded well-

deserved medals (and prizes for the chil-

dren) to those who came first in their cate-

gories: Lauren Ip, Jonathan Ip, Isla Harris, 

Griffin Wick, Sophia Dixon, Rowan Wick, 

Laban Gicho, Serah Gicho, Moses Francis, 

Cody Barteet, Hema Varghese, Darcy 

Goettling (who came first overall!), Judy 

Mills-

McConnell, 

Jethro Edub-
agwa, Berna-

dette Kariuki, 

Jim Foote, 

Michelle Foote, 

Jack Blocker, 

Sandra Lidington, Sylvia Lordo and Fred 

Munn, who began his celebration of a very 

special birthday by completing the 70 plus 

men’s run in amazing time! The “Stop and 

Sniff” winner was, again this year, Little 

Bear, accompanied by his people Jim and 

Michelle Foote. 

Lyndon gave spe-

cial recognition to 

Amelia and Alexander 

Holburn who worked together to collect the 

most money of those 16 and under (an 

amazing $575!), and to the remarkable Von-

ni Collyer who was not only our entrant 

with the most life experience, but also was 

the adult who raised the most money (drum 

roll, please: $2,570!). Lyndon aptly named 

The Outreach 2018 “5km Fun Run” 

Susan Blocker 
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Vonni, “The Comeback Kid” for her 

fortitude in once again entering the race 

after being sidelined last year by a seri-

ous accident. Lyndon presented a trophy 

and prize to the meal team from St. 

George’s Middlesex, represented by Hilda Bonner, for winning the 

Meal Team Challenge by raising $1,562.25! 

Door prizes were won by Sara Middleton, Chris Wick, Cody 

Barteet, Vern Ip, Oscar Henderson, Lauren Ip, Ernest Shepherd, 

Lesley Harris, Bernadette Kariuki, Judy Mills-McConnell and 

Sandy Davis. 

Our very generous sponsors included Runners’ Choice, James 

A. Harris Funeral Home, Hayman Construction, The Aylmer Ex-

press, Blackfriars’ Bistro, Pet Paradise, Willie’s Catering, The Ox-

ford Book Shop, Pazoon’s Pizza, The Karen Schuessler Singers, 

TAZ Hair Salon, Sunripe Marketplace, Carlyle Peterson LLP, Pe-

te’s Sports, The Milk Chicks, Garlic’s Restaurant and Locomotive 

Espresso. Harold Harvey’s help in designing our poster and pam-

phlet was invaluable. We are very grateful to these sponsors for 

their kind support. 

I would like to express my deep appreciation to the “5 km Fun 

Run” committee members, Cory Davies, John Thompson, Vonni 

Collyer, Stewart McIntyre, Sara Middleton, Elaine Brander and 

Tina Zink Brawn, who began planning for the event in April and 

put in countless hours of dedicated work doing all that is needed to 

make this event, a major Outreach fundraiser for our meal program 

and other causes, 

happen. If anyone 

would like to join 

next year’s “5 km 

Fun Run” commit-

tee or volunteer to 

help on the day of 

the event, please speak to Susan 

Blocker or Cory Davies. Your 

help would be most welcome; in-

deed, it is needed. 

This year 66 people, 28 of whom are members of St. John’s, 

took part in the race itself, raising over $11,000. Thank you very 

much to all who participated in the Fun Run, to those who spon-

sored our entrants, and to those who assisted with the event. Be-

cause of what you have done, we are able to continue to serve 

those in need in our community. 

 

5k - Last entrants in the 5k walk 
arrive at the finish line  
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lanes, hedgerows, and all that stuff. And close to where we 

had chosen to spread out our blanket and our food we discov-

ered a shaded grotto, with a small pool, surrounded by tomb-

stones flush with the ground. They recorded the names of sev-

eral hundred men, many of them teenagers, and their 

hometowns – places like Hamilton, Toronto and Wingham.  

These youngsters came, fought, and died “for King and 

Country”. They did not know the incompetence of those who 

led them into the war; they did not know the casual disregard 

for human life of their generals. They trusted – and those they 

trusted were not worthy of their trust. 

Last Monday Ana and I went to the Grand Theatre for a 

panel presentation on ‘Remembrance’. Marie Wilson, one of 

the commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-

sion was there. I was struck by one of her comments, “Canada 

is a country still learning to remember.” 

We are still learning to remember. 

We have learned that those who died in that Great War 

were not all white men. Some were women. Some were also 

First Nations and Metis. And some were Black, although they 

were given shovels and axes rather than rifles.  

We have learned that lists of the war dead are longer in 

the churches in the poorer parts of London than in the wealthi-

er. 

We mourn the deaths of all the war dead, in all the armies 

that fought. We mourn the devastation their deaths inflicted on 

their mothers and fathers, their wives and their children. Dev-

astation that went on for a generation. 

We mourn the loss of innocent civilian lives in that war, 

nearly equal to that of military dead.  

We mourn those soldiers who survived but were badly 

damaged. Physically, mentally, spiritually. 

Later wars have taught us that many suffered from what 

was then called ‘shell shock’ and what we now know as 

PTSD. We have learned suicide and violence often follow 

these soldiers after their lives in the military have ended. 

We have had an unending stream of wars since then – the 

Spanish Civil War, World War II, the Korean War, wars in 

Africa, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, in Syria, in Israel, Bosnia – 

and I have just named a few.  

Swords have not been beaten into ploughshares, nor 

spears into pruning hooks. 

The prophet Micah saw the events of his day as the judg-

ment of Yahweh. God was punishing his people for their diso-

bedience, for breaching the covenant they had with him. 

We no longer accept this interpretation. We know God’s 

love. We have the knowledge and experience of his Son, our 

Lord, Jesus the Christ. 

And we have been taught by Christ ‘to love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you.”  

Where does that leave us, at this time and in this place? 

Today, the most important thing we can do is to honour 

the men and women who gave their lives for the country and 

the cause they believed in. 

And I believe that the only way to honour their deaths is 

to constantly work for peace. We must question those who 

would take us into war. We must reach out to those who are 

not like us, who do not look like us, who do not worship like 

us, and whose ideas may even repel us. We must come to see 

them as individuals who bear within themselves the image of 

God. 

We must oppose those who would build walls, and when 

we hear words of intolerance we must have the courage to 

challenge them. 

In today’s reading from Micah you heard, “Come, let us 

go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 

in his paths.” 

Two chapters later in Micah, that teaching is explicit.  

“What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

In other words, we must become a community of peace. 

That is what the LORD requires. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Monthly Financial Update for our Parish 

as of October 31, 2018 

Operating 

Total Income   (Year to date) $ 321,630 

Total Expenses (Year to date) $ 352,442 

Balance (Year to Date) $(30,812)   

 

Outreach 

Reserve Fund (Start of Year) $  42,091 

+Total Income  (Year to date) $  27,514 

- Total Expenses (Year to date) $ (40,452) 

Balance (Year to Date) $  29,153 

John Thompson’s Homily 
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By Rev. Greg Smith 

Homily - St. John the Evangelist 

November 25, 2018 

"My kingdom is not from this world. 

If my kingdom were from this world, my 

followers would be fighting to keep me 

from being handed over to the Jews. But 

as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 

This story of Jesus in the judgement 

hall of Pilate the Governor of Judea is, it 

seems, the penultimate juxtaposition of 

conflicting definitions of kingship. In all 

kinds of artistic renderings from medieval 

times to modern rock operas, this meeting 

of Pilate and Jesus is pictured with Pilate 

outfitted in the regalia of a governor of the 

Roman Empire – often with golden crown 

and sceptre and seated on a marble throne 

– and with Jesus as the victimized prison-

er, standing in ropes and peasant gar-

ments, bloodied by the abuse of his cap-

tors.  Jesus’ assessment of the situation is 

brutally honest: if he was a king in the 

style of Pilate as Governor, and threaten-

ing to  another king, there would be all the 

marks of human power behaviour: vio-

lence, self-protective and self-serving di-

rect action and dominance of the stronger 

over the weaker as the proof of the right to 
rule.  This is, in fact, how the Roman ruler 

is acting in the face of the apparent threat 

of this rabbi whom Jewish crowds have 

been hailing as a King.  But Jesus doesn’t 

have an army and is armed only with what 

he calls the truth.  Yet, as we know, the 

story will continue with the Kingship of 

Empire bringing all its might and violence 

to bear in order to assert itself as rightful 

King.  Jesus will be crucified as a criminal 

insurgent – a death which was assumed to 

be a graphic deterrent to others who might 

think to threaten the Kingship of Empire.   

Why? Why did the process have to go so 

far?  Perhaps “truth” is the greater enemy 

and the greater threat to the rule of the 

kings of Empire? In the face of truth such 

as Jesus lived in the flesh, Empire has 

much to lose.  So this moment of meeting 

is lifted up before our very eyes in the 

wisdom of Christian tradition as the calen-

dar begins to swing for us once again to-

wards a waiting world and the announce-

ment of the birth narratives of Jesus.  As 
scholars like John Dominic Crossan have 

pointed out for us, the angel announce-

ment of the birth of the son of God which 

we sing about the birth of Jesus, was a 

song equally enshrined in Roman Political 

mythology to herald the birth of the Em-

peror who would be known as Augustus.   

Who is King for you? 

The Reign of Jesus is not going to 

look like the reign of the Empire. Being 

with Jesus is going to mean something 

different, perhaps even transformation, in 

our own lives – an allegiance to truth and 

it will cost more than we might be willing 

to pay.  It may even mean the end of the 

marks of the Empire as we know it, and a 

loss of the benefits of such an Empire. Oh 

dear! 

It is not surprising then, when we start 

to hear the truth about the world (the truth 

that Jesus speaks into the ruling status quo 

of every age), that many of us are ready to 

run and hide – or at least try to pretend it 

isn’t there.  This is a truth that has come 

particularly to this age you and I are living 

in.  Thanks to technology and access to 

communication, we know the reality; we 

have the statistics and we have the graphic 

images.  We can hear the self-serving in-

terests of political leaders every day in 

uncensored twitter posts. All we wanted 

was to be a nice Christians happily living 

out our lives in our own little corner of the 

world.  Suddenly exposed by such truth, 

our precious security and our tenuous hold 

on what little power we thought we had is 
no longer there. This can’t be right.  We 

find ourselves behaving like the disciples 

before the Cross: we want to pick up a 

weapon, or we move into finial or we 

withdraw into our own little hiding place. 

The early communities of Jesus’ fol-

lowers clustered around the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus would surely have 

faced the shocking truth in this change of 

loyalty.  Living life under the reign of Je-

sus now meant that reliance on things like 

status and power, that ordinarily brought 

material rewards in the stratified life of 

Empire, was being eroded.  Cultural as-

sumptions were being shattered in a table 

fellowship that leveled boundaries of all 

kinds.  The Messiah they claimed to bring 

them close to God was not conquering the 

world but transforming it, in ways that 

were alarming to the comfortable content-

ed ones and to the powerful secure ones.   

This is the theological reality for those 

who step into the baptismal waters of 

identity in Jesus Christ.  This is why the 
Body of Christ – you and I who gather as 

Church – have, since the beginnings of the 

Reign of Christ, known that we cannot just 

be content with the status quo of the Em-

pire. Our lives and our actions are gov-

erned by an allegiance to the marks of 

truth rather than the marks we once knew 

as powerful control.  We need now to be 

engaged with the works of mercy and jus-

tice and peace – transforming the sin to 

which human nature seems so prone and 

which seems to colour our day to day life.   

This brings us to the Anglican Church 

of Canada and the Primate’s World Relief 

and Development Fund.  If we truly be-

lieve in the authoritative reign of the 

Cross of Jesus, then all of the reigning 

power of injustice and violence in the 

world, and even the greatest sovereign 

control for human beings – death itself 

– are confronted.  Yes, the power and 

effects of these things will always be real 

and compete for the loyalty of human 

hearts.  Jesus really suffered and really 

died because that is how injustice asserts 

its power.  But we are people of a God of 

Covenant who continually asserts that 

death and injustice will not have the victo-

ry nor the sovereign rule over us as God’s 

beloved.  Our God raised Jesus and 

through his victory living in us, will also 

raise us.  PWRDF is a way in which the 

(Continued on page 17) 

After 35 years in 

congregational minis-

try, Rev. Greg Smith 

was invited to take the 

position of Director of 

Field Education at 

Huron University Col-

lege in 2013.  Here he 

works in the Faculty 

of Theology, teaching 

students in both the 

MDiv and MTS pro-

fessional programs with responsibility 

for practicum experience and formation 

for ministry of all sorts, lay and or-

dained, across a spectrum of denomina-

tions and faith tradition. 

At St. John’s, Greg was hired by 

Terry Finlay as an Assistant Curate to 
begin in May 1978. After he was hired, 

Terry moved to Brantford and so Terry 

Dance and then, Greg along with Doug 

Leighton’s assistance, held the fort until 

Ray Farrell arrived. Greg was there until 

the spring of 1980 when he moved to 

Kirkton, Granton and Saintsbury to be 

part-time rector while also part-time Di-

rector of Huron Church Camp.  

Rev. Greg Smith 

The Reign of Christ 
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St. John’s Hospitality Meal Program 
By John Thompson 

With Frances Reimer and Gerry Fenwick 

There are always one or two waiting at the par-

ish hall door when the cooks arrive to put the meal 

in the oven. By the time the serving window slides 

up at 5:00 o’clock the line stretches out to the side-

walk and often down the block to the corner. 

That’s the story every Saturday evening, week after week, 

rain or snow or full sunshine, year ‘round – and it has been 

since the St. John’s Hospitality Meal began twenty-one years 

ago, on May 11th 1997. 

It all began some six months earlier when the Rector, Bain 

Peever, organized a two-day workshop asking – “what ministry 

or ministries might best serve God and our neighbours?” Gerry 

Fenwick, chair of Outreach, led a group that quickly focused on 

hunger in our community. The idea of a soup kitchen was raised 

and sixty-three parishioners (!) expressed an interest.  

Folks such as Gerry Fenwick, Paul and Doris Petersen, 

Chris and Barbara Atkinson, and Donna Wolfe took up leader-

ship roles. Jane Dale began to organize the cooking teams.  

It quickly became apparent that (1) the need was greater 

than a simple soup kitchen, (2) the job was greater than could be 

handled by the Outreach Committee alone, and (3) the pro-

gramme needed a coordinator. 

So dinner menus were drawn up, 12 cooking and serving 

teams were organized from within the parish, and Frances 

Reimer volunteered to help coordinate it all. 

Almost from the beginning the numbers were high – start-

ing at 55 the first Saturday, soon rising to 70. From the begin-

ning Bain Peever was an enthusiastic supporter. He was there 

almost every week, sitting down and chatting with the guests.  

Within six months the ancient kitchen (and the upstairs par-

ish hall kitchen) proved to be inadequate. The call went out to 

parishioners and money for cabinets, new stove, dishwasher, 

refrigerator, counter tops was raised. Bill Dale donated a new 

stove for the upstairs kitchen. And Gerry Fenwick dismantled 

the old cast iron stove and sent it to the scrap yard. 

Then other teams from other parishes joined in – Siloam 

United, St. Jude’s, St. Aidan’s, St. Luke’s Crumlin, St. Martin-

in-the-fields. Since then, the number of ‘serving’ teams has 

ranged from a dozen to fifteen – currently including the found-

ing parishes, St. George’s Ilderton, and several community 

groups, including students from Western’s Health Sciences. 

Now, each week, we have different shopping, cooking, and 

serving teams. 

By the sixth year we were serving an average of 130 guests 

each week. Those numbers held up over the years until recently. 

In 2017 they dropped, for reasons we do not understand, to 

around 110 guests a week (but peaked at 180 for the Christmas 

turkey dinner), and it looks like those numbers will hold up for 

2018.  

For most of the twenty-one years a clothing cupboard has 

operated in parallel with the meal on Saturdays – running shoes 

and boots, socks, gloves, underwear and warm coats are quickly 

snapped up.  Anything that doesn’t move is donated to the Mis-

sion Store.  Margaret Nelson, until her recent retirement, led 

this initiative (including calling around to London’s running 

shoe stores for used and discarded shoes).  She, more than any-

one, was able to spend time with troubled guests, helping them 

through rough patches in their lives. 

Over the years there have been a number of ‘tweaks’.  In the 

early years  Catherine and John Ingram baked buns each week 

for our guests; now we draw on donations from Don Bodrug’s 

Tim Horton’s, the Oxford Street Valumart, and Angelo’s Italian 

Bakery.  (Baked goods surplus to our needs go to the Men’s 

Mission and the monthly St. James-Westminster’s hospitality 

breakfast).   

Early on, individuals stepped up with their checkbooks to 

meet financial shortfalls.  Now, for the past twelve years our 

annual 5K Walk/Run has raised between $12,000 and $15,000. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Outreach at St. John’s 

Glenda Hayward, left , and Mary Anne Campbell 

Archbishop Fred Hiltz serves dinner with Frances Reimer 
in November 2013 

John 
Thompson 
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Submitted by John Thompson 

By Dr. Pete Gathje, Memphis Theo-

logical Seminary 

“If a panhandler asks me for 

money, what should I do?” 

This question is asked almost 

every time I give a talk about home-

lessness, or when people find out I 

help run Manna House, a place of 

hospitality for people on the streets. 

Here is my advice based upon my 

knowledge of homelessness, and talk-

ing with panhandlers. 

1. Give or don’t give. It is really 

your choice. But always look the per-

son in the eye who is asking, and say 

“Hi.” If you are not going to give then 

add, “Sorry I can’t help today.” If you 

are going to give add, “Hope this 

helps.” Either way, always treat the 

person with respect. They are human 

beings, made in the image of God. 

2. If you do give to a panhandler, 

remember it is a gift, and the person 

is free to do with it whatever he or 

she wants to do. The person is not 

homeless because of some personal 

moral failure, so do not get into mak-

ing moral evaluations and judgments. 

3. If you do not give that is OK. 

Panhandlers know most people will 

not give. One said to me, “It is like 

cold calling in sales. I expect to get 

turned down most of the time, and it 

doesn’t bother me. Just treat me with 

respect.” (See Rule #1 above). 

4. If you feel unsafe or the person 

panhandling is being aggressive or 

threatening, leave the area and don’t 

give. As one panhandler said to me, 

“There are jerks in every line of life. 

Don’t reward them.” 

5. Sometimes give more than you 

are being asked for. So, if someone 

asks for a dollar, give them five! Both 

you and the panhandler can share in 

the joy of that unexpected gift. 

6. Set a limit or a boundary to 

your giving. Mine is $5 per day. Once 

I have given out my $5 then I respond 

to anyone who asks, “I’ve given out 

already what I give each day.” I con-

sider this my “street tax.” 

7. There are people who panhan-

dler who are not homeless. They are 

simply poor. It is near impossible to 

tell the difference between a homeless 

panhandler and one who is not. So, 

again, give if you want, or do not give 

if you do not want to, but treat every-

one with respect. (See Rule #1 

above). 

8. Feeling awkward or uncom-

fortable when you see a panhandler or 

are asked for money is OK. It means 

you have a conscience and some com-

passion. 

9. If you have time, and are so 

inclined, volunteer with an organiza-

tion that works with people on the 

streets offering food, or shelter, or 

medical care etc. You will get to 

know some really interesting people, 

and they will get to know you. And 

you might see them on the streets 

from time to time, and you can wave 

and yell “Hi!” 

10. If you really want to help 

people who are homeless, then advo-

cate for housing for all homeless peo-

ple and free shelters. Support organi-

zations in your area that practice a 

“housing first” approach to homeless-

ness. Also resist all efforts to dehu-

manize, disrespect, and criminalize 

people who are on the streets with 

laws like “No panhandling” or myths 

like “Panhandlers make a lot of mon-

ey panhandling.” 

(See Rule #1 above). 

(This article originally appeared 

in the Memphis Commercial Appeal, 

9/7/18) 

That amount is still insufficient, but many indi-

vidual donations help make up the short-fall – 

not least of which is that of Cathy Chovaz’ 

“Milk Chicks” who take turns buying and 

bringing the bags of milk our guests enjoy each 

week. 

All of this continues to be a parish commu-

nity effort.  Folks step down and others step in 

to replace them.  Currently Elaine Brander 

keeps track of kitchen basics and with Anne 

Fleming plans the weekly desserts;  Cathy 

Blake notifies the shopping, cooking, and serv-

ing teams of the week’s menu requirements.  

Glenda Hayward (of St. Jude’s) ensures that 

each team has enough volunteers to function 

well. Pat Knowles and Ana Thompson now 

organize and staff the clothing cupboard (and 

Pat cooks and freezes soup for our vegetarian 

guests). 

St. Jude’s is an essential partner.  For years 

Mary Anne Campbell, in addition to leading 

her church’s serving team, was a member of the 

program executive team.  Now Glenda Hay-

ward has replaced her on both the executive 

and as a serving team leader.  She also checks 

weekly to see if team captains have enough 

folks (about 15) to successfully serve the meal, 

and when they don’t she brings in volunteers to 

fill in the gaps.  And, in addition to overseeing 

the program in the summer months, she leads 

the St. Jude’s team in our annual 5k Walk/Run, 

competing with St. George’s Ilderton for the 

‘most money raised’ trophy. 

And, hovering in the background (as well 

as planning adjustments to the weekly menu, 

organizing bread pickups, placing Valumart 

orders, ensuring we meet Health Unit require-

ments, and touching base with all the key peo-

ple), is Frances Reimer, doing what she has 

been doing so well for the past 21 years. 

(Continued from page 12) 

10 Rules for Addressing Panhandlers  

Typical dinner menu 
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By The Rev’d Dr. Stephen McClatchie 

Homily Preached at St. John the Evange-

list, 28. September 2018 

Proverbs 31:10-31 

There is a famous passage about the 

Bible in the Second Letter to Timothy. The 

author writes that “all Scripture is inspired 

by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correc-

tion, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3.16). 

Protestant Biblical literalists or fundamentalists often trot 

this passage out in support of a view of the Bible that some-

times seems to me to verge on idolatry.  

It is worth remembering that reading the Bible literally 

is not the only way to read it; it has not always been read in 

this way. It is not read this way today by most non-

Protestants (including Anglicans) or even by liberal (that is, 

non-evangelical) Protestants. To read only literally often 

means that our understanding of the Bible as God’s inspired 

Word is impaired—and I do believe that “all Scripture is 

inspired by God.” If we do not learn to read non-literally 

sometimes, we have no way, no tools, to deal with difficult 

or challenging passages.  

For some of you here, today’s reading from the Book of 

Proverbs on the virtues of a capable wife might be one of 

those passages; it certainly sounds funny to modern ears. 

Unfortunately, it is all to easy to imagine how our forefa-

thers (I use the term advisedly) may have used it “for re-

proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” in 

order to enforce a subservient view of women and their roles 

in the home and in society.  

If we look more closely at the passage, however, we will 

see that its message is actually all about prudence and indus-

try; it is about readiness, about how to be prepared, how to 

care for our loved ones and for God’s creation. From our 

twenty-first century perspective, there is no reason why it 

needs to be gendered; it should be equally applicable to both 

women and men. 

A deeper contextual or cultural reading would focus on 

ancient near eastern society and the role and expectations of 

women in it—and there are many helpful commentaries 

available that do just this. It can also be helpful to read 

“against the grain” as it were. Notice how forceful and 

strong the woman is: foraging for food; buying land; plant-

ing crops; making clothes; giving alms; and speaking and 

teaching wise words. It almost makes me wonder: what on 

earth is her husband doing? Doesn’t sound like too much, 

does it?  

My point is that if we do not unpack the context and 

society in which this passage was written or try to read it 

against the grain by not reading it literally, we risk per-

petuating stereotypes about women and their place in 

society that still have a negative effect today.   

Hearing this passage from Proverbs brings to mind more 

broadly questions about how much we hear and what kinds 

of things we hear in church about women: primarily but not 

only in Scripture. For many years, likely within memory of 

many here today, probably not very much. The traditional 

Eucharistic lectionary in the Book of Common Prayer does 

not have an Old Testament reading and the Revised Com-

mon Lectionary skips over many of the strong women the 

Old Testament. Women like Deborah, who was a judge of 

Israel like Gideon and Samson. Women who kill to protect 

the People of Israel: women like Jael who drove a spike 

through the head of Sisera or Judith who cuts off Holofer-

nes’s head with a sword as he lay in a drunken stupor. There 

are some bad-ass women in the Old Testament. Why don’t 

we hear about them? Perhaps they are not seen as relevant? 

Or perhaps their omission is embedded within a wider 

judgement about the place of some of the more barbaric sto-

ries in the Old Testament.  

But that is no excuse for the New Testament and little is 

made of women like Lydia or Junia or Dorcas or Phoebe. 

Often their stories do not appear in the lectionary readings. 

(I remember preaching a sermon a few years ago about a 

verse that the lectionary dropped about Jesus’s ministry be-

ing supported by women.) But notice to whom Jesus first 

appears: to Mary Magdalene and the other women at the 

tomb on the Sunday of the Resurrection. In fairness, I have 

heard some good sermons about this over the years. 

My point, though, is that Scripture is heard, proclaimed, 

and interpreted within a particular cultural context and mi-

lieu that is not neutral and which makes choices to look at 

and not to look at certain things. In some Anglican churches, 

but more commonly in Roman Catholic and Orthodox 

churches, the Virgin Mary is put forward as a focus and 

model for women in the church. Unfortunately, too often 

this has resulted in a particularly insipid and pale view of 

her that fits into wider cultural criticisms and tropes about 

the women in society, contrasting the purity of the Madonna 

and the licentiousness of the whore in a way that almost en-

tirely robs Mary of any agency.  The Mary-phobia of many 

Protestant churches has not helped because ignoring or min-

imizing her role in salvation history makes her into a mute 

and will-less vessel of God. Robust preaching and teaching 

about Mary can actually help model and strengthen 

Christian discipleship. Mary studies and reflects on the 

Word of God, “pondering these things in her heart.” She 

models discipleship—she was in fact Jesus’s first disciple, 

telling the servants at the wedding at Cana to “do whatever 

He tells you.” She is strong and resolute, refusing to beg or 

plead at the foot of the Cross and displaying dignified re-

sistance as she silently stands over the bruised and bloody 

body of her Son. 

Many people today have either forgotten or never been 

(Continued on page 15) 

Homily by 

Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie 
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taught how to read Scripture as Anglicans and not as evan-

gelical or fundamentalist Protestants. I think that this lack is 

at the root of complaints that we receive from time to time 

about certain passages or images that come up in the Sunday 

readings. (We who preach are not always able to address 

them in our homilies, so please do ask us!)  

Anglicans do not read Scripture in isolation. We al-

ways read it through the lens of Tradition (that is, how it has 

been received and understood by the Church over the mil-

lennia) and we read it by applying the tool of Reason to it. 

We have been impoverished since the Reformation and par-

ticularly since the rise of evangelicalism and fundamental-

ism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, by the loss of 

the traditional ways that the patristic and medieval Church 

read Scripture.  

I thought that it might be helpful to consider, briefly, 

our passage from Proverbs in some of these ways.  

The first way of reading is to read the passage literally, 

as a description of a historical event or situation. In this 

case, here we have an outline of the actual historical expec-

tations of a virtuous woman when the text was written. This 

is the most familiar way of reading. 

This passage from Proverbs naturally lends itself to the 

second way, which is to read Scripture for its moral, or les-

son, here and now. If you [N.] want to be a virtuous woman, 

you will do x, y, and z. It is a how-to guide; a Miss Manners 

column if you will.  

The third way of reading is allegorical or typological:  

finding threads in the Old Testament and psalms that prefig-

ure or say something about Christ and the Church; for ex-

ample, that Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac 

prefigures the sacrifice of Christ; or that the salvation of 

humanity in Noah’s ark is an allegory of both baptism and 

the Church. So what might we pull out of our passage in 

Proverbs by looking at it this way?  

Well, the protagonist of the passage is a woman, a wife. 

Could it be Mary? Quite possibly - although I did not look, I 

expect that I could find a patristic or medieval sermon that 

relates the capable wife to the Mother of God. But remem-

ber too that the Church is often described as the Bride of 

Christ. What if this passage actually prefigures the Church? 

That seems more immediately fruitful if we notice how it is 

being described: as precious; as doing good; as being pru-

dent and resourceful; “she opens her hand to the poor and 

reaches out her hand to the needy”; she adorns and provides 

for herself and her household; she is clothed with strength 

and dignity; she makes her husband—that is, Christ—

known. She is selfless and fears the Lord. 

This third reading of Proverbs is far richer than the first 

two. The fourth way at first seems more difficult in this 

case. It involves reading the text in a prophetic or mystical 

way, that is telling us something of future events, of the 

Four Last Things (death, judgement, heaven, hell). There 

are some threatening or negative elements in the text that 

the woman, the Church, is striving to avoid: darkness, pov-

erty, winter. They might be connected with the end of things 

to come. What are the future-focused things in it? The wom-

an, the Church, does good, not harm; she is strong and dig-

nified so that, at the end, she will be praised before God: 

“Many … have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” 

You, Christian, do these things in the fear of the Lord and 

you will be praised at the last day. Implicit here is a remind-

er that we, the Church, will be judged and its sobering to 

consider the passage in this context today, given the many 

failings of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church as 

an institution in the present day. 

Reading scriptural literally is in many ways the least 

interesting way to read it—although it is important to 

stress that a literal reading is usually not only possible but 

also often true; I would be the last person to deny the literal 

truth of those tenets of faith that we affirm in the creeds, for 

example. But in cases where a literal reading may be prob-

lematic, one of the other traditional ways can be helpful—

for remember, we Anglicans always approach Scripture 

with the tools of both Reason and Tradition, that is, how it 

has been received and understood by the Church over the 

millennia. The next time that you are challenged or offended 

by something that we read in church, try to remember these 

other ways of reading and understanding Scripture. Like a 

piece of grit that irritates an oyster, your reaction is an invi-

tation to dig deeper and to grapple with what seems off-

putting. Who knows? Maybe you will find a pearl.  

One final thought: why do we even read such things as 

this passage from the Book of Proverbs? Well, we read it 

because we believe that, like all Scripture, it is in fact the 

Word of the Lord. We read it because we as a Church be-

lieve in the discipline of the lectionary, shared by many 

churches around the world. Following the lectionary means 

that preachers don’t get to preach only on their favourite 

texts; there is a certain objectivity to it, a certain sense of 

being given something to grapple with whether we might 

have chosen it or not. The lectionary challenges us to con-

sider what God might be trying to say to us today.  

And that is the real point. Holy Scripture not only is the 

Word of the Lord in some abstract way, it is the Word of the 

Lord right now, today, in this place and at time. What is it 

saying or challenging you to do? How it is challenging you 

to respond so that, at the end, it may be said of us: 

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, 

But people who fear the LORD are to be praised. 

Give them a share in the fruit of their hands,  

And let their works praise them in the city gates.  

Amen.   
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How Do You Prepare for Christmas? 

By Kevin Bice 

 

Our family - myself, my sister 

and my dad - have always created 

our own Christmas cards. I am 

attaching three. The first one is 

one of Megan’s cards. She always 

put one or two of her cats on the 

card. This one is, I think, my favourite with her cat, 

Sylvester, trotting along trying to catch up with the 

three Kings who are approaching the stable in the 

distance. 

The second is also by Megan done for my 

mother. The cards she did for mom always had an-

gels in them. This one is riotously colourful and 

captures the vibrant and fun sense of Christmas. I 

have this one framed here at home and, when I look 

at it every year, it makes me feel better about Me-

gan’s situation now in Country Terrace Nursing 

Home. 

The third is one of mine, done when we lived 

on Regent Street. That’s our house on Christmas 

Eve with the Christmas Angel flying overhead. It 

was the first card I did on a computer. 

By Bob Hayman 

 

We always enjoy 

the daily chocolate 

treats from an 

Advent Calendar  

from December 1 

through 24. 

Anne Hayman is about to enjoy the chocolate from 
behind door #4 at top right. 

Bob and Anne 
Hayman 

Sylvester the Cat - by Megan Bice 

A Riotously Colourful painting featuring angels  - by Megan Bice 

Christmas Angel over Kevin and Daphne’s former 
home on Regent St. - by Kevin Bice 
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away from these by simply getting up for a 

snack when the commercials come on dur-

ing my Hallmark movie. What choices can 

we make to give the greatest gifts of peace 

and joy to those in our lives who need 

these so much? 

As followers of Jesus Christ our mis-

sion is to love our neighbour. Our mission 

is to tell the Good News of Jesus’ Birth 

just like the shepherds, the Good News 

that God is with us giving hope, peace, joy 

and love.  Our mission is to teach others to 

live God’s Way of Love in the world 

through service and generosity.  Our mis-

sion is to respond to human need by shar-

ing what we have and, at this time of year, 

perhaps buying goods that are produced in 

a just and equitable way.  By doing this in 

each of our lives we can transform unjust 

structures in society and we can do our bit 

to safeguard and renew the life of the 

earth. 

As we prepare for Christmas we can 

indeed do so as a people of faith following 

the way of Jesus Christ. As you prepare to 

celebrate the Birth of Christ in worship 

and song on Christmas Eve I invite you to 

take the time to reflect, rest and refocus on 

how it is we can truly live out our faith in 

Jesus Christ by fulfilling the mission of 

loving one another in all that we buy, all 

that we decorate, all the we give and all 

whom we meet in our lives. 

May this time of Advent prepara-

tion and the great 12 Days of the Christ-

mas Season form Dec 25th to Jan 6th be 

a time to reconnect with God in Christ 

and a time to share the Divine Love we 

have with those in need, those in our 

family and those in our neighbourhood.  
There are a couple of simple and very 

helpful tools published in the latest edi-

tions of the Anglican Journal and the Hu-

ron Church News (anglicanjournal.com 

& diohuron.org/hcn) to assist in helping 

you to live out your faith at this time of 

year.  Firstly, there is a spiritual Advent 

Calendar on Page 10 of the Huron Church 

News which can help you to reflect on 

issues of Social and Ecological Justice.  

Secondly, there is a great calendar for the 

12 Days of the Christmas Season (Dec 25th 

to Jan 5th) on page 7 of our national Angli-

can Journal that focusses on ways to better 

our communities. 

Also, I invite you to gather to cele-

brate Christmas together on Christmas 

Eve.  Bring some friends and join us Dec 

24th for a Children’s Story Presentation 

and Eucharist Service at 4pm, another 

Christmas Eucharist at 7pm OR a Choral 

Eucharist starting at 10pm.   

May the birth of Christ bring you joy 

and hope so that together we may give 

birth to peace and harmony in our world 

by reflecting the light of Christ to all with 

whom we gather at this time of year. 

Peace and Every Blessing, 

Lyndon T 

Rector of St. John’s 

(Continued from page 1) 

Anglican Church of Canada steps into this 

Reign of Jesus.  We see the reality of unjust 

rule in the lack of food security amongst 

our brothers and sisters of this family on 

God’s Earth. We see that mothers and chil-

dren in many places in the world do not 

have access to the medical knowledge, sup-

plies and technology that a small part of the 

world has in abundance.  Such an imbal-

ance is not justice for God’s children.  We 

can watch on our computer monitors and 

TV screens as some of our brothers and 

sisters suffer the effects of natural and hu-

man-made, apparent helplessness before 

events that we have had the good fortune to 

escape for now. Then we put ourselves un-

der the reign of Jesus, One who in the wil-

derness is breaking bread and feeding  mul-

titudes.  In the footsteps of Jesus, we be-

lieve that God is transforming injustice with 

us and through our actions and inaugurating 

the reign of truth in place of Empire.  God 

gives us our sisters and brothers and puts us 

on the Way of redeeming companionship.  

Anglicans in Canada can gather together 

our loaves and fishes and distribute them in 

a way that can change the world.  Through 

our Baptism in Jesus, we find the courage to 

let go of the benefits of Empire to which we 

so often cling – things like first world status 

and self-satisfied prosperity. As those living 

within the Reign of Christ, each day we 

take up the Cross, dying to the false certain-

ty within the reign of  power and Empire 

and enter instead the freedom of truth that is 

life in Resurrection.  So with our PWRDF 

response, there are individuals in Haiti who 

are being accompanied in restoring their 

lives with the opportunity of providing their 

own food needs and agricultural industry.  

There are desperate people being fed in 

South Sudan. Some Western dioceses in 

Canada, who organized emergency partner-

ship with PWRDF, have been able to sup-

plement recovery activity following devas-

tating forest fires.  In Rwanda, Denise is 

able to save the lives of her premature 

twins, Brian and Theoneste, by learning the 

benefits of breastfeeding and being able to 

access the resources of an upgraded medical 

clinic. Infant mortality rates are lowered 

significantly in places like Mozambique and 

Tanzania, by local innovation of programs 

like bicycle ambulances and solar suitcases.  

In El Salvador, Young people are educated 

in ways to be healthy and grow up as adults 

– men, women and other-gendered - who 

can contribute to growing societies.  Oppor-

tunistic mining companies from North 

America are confronted in Asia and Latin 

America to provide rights and opportunities 

to their employees, as they would be re-

quired to do in North America.  Some in-

digenous communities in Canada have the 

opportunity to increase the work of preserv-

ing indigenous language and culture.  Oth-

ers are provided the training and resources 

to improve access to drinking water and 

decent housing, while giving young people 

skills and hope for the future.   And there is 

much more, because of Canadian Anglicans 

like you who open your hearts and hands to 

the Reign of Jesus’ transforming work of 

truth that is life through the Cross. 

I get the privilege as your diocesan 

representative to PWRDF to sometimes 

sit and listen to our PWRDF partners 

from around the world.  I hear the trans-

formation stories and I hear the grati-

tude.  I pass this on to you.  Around the 

world people hold you – the Anglican 

Church of Canada through PWRDF - in 

grateful prayer and live the journey of 

life in solidarity with you through the 

Cross of Jesus.  We rejoice as citizens of 

a realm so much greater than that contained 

within the borders of our worldly and tem-

poral kingdoms and as those who live freely 

under the rule of One whose compassionate 

love can change the future. 

(Continued from page 11) 

The Christmas Sabbath & Mission 
(Rector’s Message) 

The Reign of Christ 
(Greg Smith Homily) 
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Cronyn Memorial Church 
By Bob Hayman 

Regretfully we note that our neighbouring Anglican Parish, 

Cronyn Memorial Church has held a Deconsecration service 

recently. 

Picture attached is a view from the balcony during taken 

during this service and posted on Facebook. 

This Parish has been “closed” for more than year but re-

cently a service of Deconsecration was held. 

Inquiring as to what Deconsecration meant .I received 

this reply from the Diocesan Office: 

“Deconsecration is the act of removing a religious bless-

ing from something that had been previously consecrated 

by a minister or priest of that religion. The practice is usu-

ally performed on churches to be rendered to non-

religious (secular) use or demolished.”  
 

I have a personal history with Cronyn, having been Bap-

tized there  circa 1929, and later becoming godfather (at age 

12) to my cousin Jane 

MacFarlane in 1948. 

As circulated by anonymous email: 

1. A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two 

tired. 

2. A will is a dead giveaway. 

3. Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a 

banana. 

4. A backward poet writes inverse. 

5. A chicken crossing the road: poultry in 

motion. 

6. When a clock is hungry it goes back four 

seconds. 

7. The guy who fell onto an upholstery ma-

chine was fully recovered. 

8. You are stuck with your debt if you can't 

budge it. 

9. He broke into song because he couldn't 

find the key. 

10. A calendar's days are numbered. 

11. A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

12. He had a photographic memory which 

was never developed. 

13. The short fortune-teller who escaped 

from prison: a small medium at large. 

14. Those who get too big for their britches 

will be exposed in the end. 

15. When you've seen one shopping center 

you've seen a mall. 

16. If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are 

in Seine . 

17. When she saw her first strands of grey 

hair, she thought she'd dye. 

18. Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 

19. Acupuncture: a jab well done. 

20. Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer 

the agony of de feet.  

21. The roundest knight at king Arthur’s 

round table was Sir Cumference. He 

acquired his size from too much pi.  

22. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an 

Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an 

optical Aleutian . 

23. She was only a whisky maker, but he 

loved her still. 

24. A rubber band pistol was confiscated 

from algebra class because it was a 

weapon of math disruption. 

25. No matter how much you push the en-

velope, it'll still be stationery. 

26. A dog gave birth to puppies near the 

road and was cited for littering. 

27. Two silk worms had a race. They ended 

up in a tie. 

28. A hole has been found in the nudist 

camp wall. The police are looking into 

it. 

29. Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

30. I wondered why the baseball kept get-

ting bigger. Then it hit me. 

31. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab cen-

ter said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 

32. A small boy swallowed some coins and 

was taken to a hospital. When his grand-

mother telephoned to ask how he was, a 

nurse said,    'No change yet.' 

33. The soldier who survived mustard gas 

and pepper spray is now a seasoned vet-

eran. 

34. Don’t join dangerous cults: practise 

safe sects. 

For Lexophiles 
(Lovers of Words) 

 

BAPTISMS 

Ryan Varghese Siby 

  November 4, 2018 

 

R.I.P. 
Judy Geraldine (née Vogel) Koutsch 

 June 20, 2018) 

 
Joan Yvonne Floyd  

 October 3, 2018 
 

Gregory Thomas Jackson 

 October 4, 2018 

Passages 

Cronyn Deconsecration Service in November 

1941  at Cronyn 
12 year old Bob Hayman 
with his newly Christened 
Goddaughter 
Jane MacFarlane 

 


