
 

St. John’s Services in the Covid Era 
Since Sunday March 22 (Lent 4) when regular church services were no longer 

safe due to Covid-19, St. John‘s has been conducting online church services using 
the Zoom program. This easy to use program is freely available to anyone with 
access to the internet, whether by computer, laptop, tablet or cell phone.  

You can log on any time after 9:15 am and enjoy conversation before the ser-
vice, and again have coffee hour-like fellowship after the service. 

See below some screen shots from two services, showing some of the house-
holds that were participating each of those Sundays. 

Please contact Lyndon at rector@stjohnslondon.ca if you need further infor-
mation on how to join—there’s always room for more! 
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To all the members of 
St. John’s and your friends and family, I 
pray for relief and comfort in these stress-
ful times. 

We have recently been told by our 
Bishop that Anglican Churches in Ontar-
io will not be open for gatherings until 
after September 7th, at least, and then 
there will be many restrictions and safety 
measures still. Our greatest responsibility 
is the safety of all our members, staff and 
clergy. 

We will continue with our ZOOM 
services and weekly emails. Please let me 
know if you need anything and your par-
ish family will try to find a way to help. 

I must confess that I have found the 
tasks to be a bit overwhelming sometimes 
when I trying to learn to do things in a 
new way. Or I am wondering if I con-
nected with the people in need this week. 

BUT the Good News is that God is in 
charge and that there is life after death, 
which includes life after Covid-19. (see 
my Easter Day sermon on page 19 for 
more on that). 

And the other Good News is that God 
has inspired so many in our congregation 
to find ways to love one another, to pray 
together, to meet together, to shop for 
some in need, to feed the poor who come 
to our church, to send resources to organ-
izations that serve vulnerable women and 
children, and so many other things that so 
many people are doing. 

I continue to pray for you and for our 
world as we find our way through this 
pandemic wilderness. Please pray for me 
and our parish leaders as we discern next 
steps with direction from our Bishop. 

Peace & Many blessings, 

Lyndon 
Rector. 

in envelopes un-

Lyndon that there was Capital Campaign insert they want-
ed to include. After emails with him, agreed not to bother 
as would mean opening up envelopes, adding inserts, and 

Isolated Together 

April 26, 2020 

 

 

 

 

May 10, 2020 
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By Bob Hayman 

The spread of the coronavirus has created 
anxiety around our country resulting in extensive 
rules re behavior of families, including detailed 
rules of separation between family members. We 

have a devised a scheme to overcome this to al-
low visiting between our two London families, 
and in particular, with our grandchildren and 
their dog who visit frequently. 

Sitting inside overlooking the concrete patio 
and back yard, Anne and I can enjoy the 
activities outside while communicating through 
the sections of the window that crank open, 
where we can visit with our grandchildren and 
share conversation and treats!  
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In Bob Hayman’s Memories article from the 
February 2020 Banner (page 2), this picture was in-
cluded of the St. John’s Board of Management (as 
the Parish Council was then called) circa 1970. Not 
all names were immediately identified the time, and 

Banner readers were asked to fill in the blanks. 

Thanks to John Biehn, Bruce Tuck, Jean Pea-
cock for your memories, and in particular to Nora 
Lanning for researching old Vestry Reports and 
church photo directory of 1974. 

Board of Management 1974 
Back row from left:: John Scott, (David Dewitt?) , Bruce Tuck, Robin Bolton, Bob Hayman 
Second Row:    John Biehn, Don Hampson, Alice Fenn, Ruth Atkinson, Hugh Peacock, 
    Charlotte Tamblyn 
Front Row:    Jud Purdy, Bill Rudd, Rev. Terry Finlay, Charlie Roberts. 

Grandchildren Visits in the Covid Era 

Historical Photo Identification (mostly) Resolved 

Indoor/Outdoor Tic-tac-toe 

Anne and Bob 

Chalk Art 

Obstacle course for Merlin 

 

mailto:office@stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnsLondon
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLondon
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Shrove Tuesday 
February 25, 2020 

Parishioners gathered in 
the Parish Hall for the 
annual Pancake Supper 
on Shrove Tuesday, 
featuring delicious 
pancakes, sausages and 
ice cream. Musical 
entertainment was 
provide by the Herded 

Cats Dixieland Band as arranged by Rod 
Brawn. During the event, Rev. Lyndon 
burned last year’s Palm Crosses that 
parishioners had brought in preparation 
for Ash Wednesday the next day. 

Special thanks are given to Gerry 
Fenwick, who is retiring as a convenor of 
this event after 35 years. Gerry told the 
Banner that he had been recruited during 
Rev. Bain Peever’s time by Paul Petersen, 
who had been doing the job for some 
time, and he worked along side Paul until 
Paul moved away. He has been working 
with David Haak since. Thank you Gerry 
for your dedicated years of service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish News 

Gerry 
Fenwick, 
second from 
left, with 
David Haak 
and his sons 

Anova Women’s Shelter Food Drive 
A food drive was held in February for the Anova Women’s 

Shelter and Sexual Assault Centre, which offers a safe place, 

support, counselling and services for abused women and their 
children. When the women leave the shelter, they usually don’t 
have much in the way of supplies to start their life anew. 

Parish Council Report 
 
Selected notes from the most recent Parish Council Zoom 
meeting 
June 16, 2020 
 
Statement from the Parish on Racism 

 Miranda Green-Barteet was highly praised for her leadership 
in providing Bishop Todd with an initial draft of the now-
published Diocesan statement on social justice, equity and 
anti-racism 

 We adopted the following statement which addresses St. 
John’s firm commitment to strongly support the statement 
from our Bishop on a commitment to anti-racism.  

(Continued on page 4) 
Anova Food drive items collected by the Parish 

Burning last year’s Palm Crosses for Ash Wednesday 
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 As part of the Anglican Christian 
Baptismal Covenant, Anglicans 
promise to “strive for justice and 
peace among all people and respect 
the dignity of every human being.” In 
keeping with this covenant, St. John 
the Evangelist Church is committed 
to social justice, equity, and anti-
racism. We support our Bishop of 
Huron’s recent message on social 
justice, equity, and anti-racism. 
CARRIED. 

 Our Bishop’s message can be found 
on page 22. 

Chapel Kneeling Cushions 

 Many thanks to the Mondays at One 
group, the Altar Guild and the St. 
John’s Women for providing new 
kneeling cushions for the chapel. 

Children and Youth 

 Ilona Bevan is preparing a 
congratulatory video for our 
graduating elementary and secondary 
students, including children of parish 
council members. It will be aired 
following the Zoom church service on 
June 28th.  

 Sunday school continues virtually, and 
Ilona is maintaining contact with our 
youth volunteers. 

Bee Garden Donation / Honey for Sale 

 We gratefully acknowledge the receipt 
of $250 from the Julia Hunter Fund 
for the maintenance of our bee garden. 

 Petey Noble reminded us of the 
availability of the wonderful honey 
being sold to support Peter Groom 
with his efforts in the bee garden. 
Please call orders in to Christine, who 
will relay them to Petey. Petey will 
deliver to your door. $12 a bottle  

Financial Report 

 May figures indicate that we are 
‘holding our own’ in these unusual 
circumstances. Expenses are down, as 
are mail in contributions. PAG 
offerings have continued without 
reduction.  

 The Diocese has received and is 
dispensing some subsidy money from 
the government to assist with payrolls. 
Applications for further assistance will 
continue for the duration of the crisis. 

St. Luke’s Worshipping Community 

 Wendy McLaughlin reported that St. 
Luke’s also has received a grant from 
the Julia Hunter Fund to carry on with 
their bee garden. 

 The Luke’s Place team is actively 
keeping in touch with students and 
planning for the fall. 

 A Property Champions team is being 
formed for outdoor gardening and 
lawn maintenance. 

Worship 

 The 9:30 a.m. Zoom worship service 
will carry on throughout the summer, 
with Bruce’s accompanying articles, 
as well as the online texts. 

 The purchase of appropriate health 
supplies will take place in advance of 
the church re-opening in the fall. 

 When the re-opening restrictions/
guidelines are published by the 
Diocese, Bruce will respond 
accordingly, and 
other volunteers 
and staff will 
work to 
implement 
whatever safety 
measures are 
required. 

Monthly Person of Note 

 Mary Haak, for outstanding efforts in 
her first year to co-ordinate the 
successful running of the meal 
program during this challenging time. 

St. John’s Walker Races 
March 12, 2020 

The inaugural St. John’s Walker 
Races were held outside the church on an 
evening this past March. Contestants Bob 
Hayman and Rod Brawn are shown 
below with official race starter Tina Zink
-Brawn. 

It was a closely fought race, and in a 
photo finish, a winner could not be 
determined, so it was ruled a draw. 

Congratulations Bob and Rod on an 
exciting race!\ 

(Continued from page 3) 

Racers Bob Hayman, Rod Brawn and 
Official Starter Tina Zink-Brawn 

Peter Groom is keeping the exterior of St. John’s as beautiful as ever. Thanks Peter! 
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Peter Godwin, Deputy People’s Warden, gave the following 
update to Parish Council at their on June 16 zoom meeting: 

 

 Following the initial shut-down, work is resuming and spe-
cific repairs will be scheduled and taking place through the 
summer. 

 We are progressing well on projects that have been priori-
tized from the building assessment, and a few other small 
items which have come to light in the interim. 

 Painting of the library, office and hallway is about to com-
mence, as is painting of the wooden louvers on three sides 
of the bell tower. 

 Repointing of brick and mortar on the interior of the bell 
tower will occur shortly. Custom re-plastering of the arch 
between the high altar and the organ will be completed this 
summer.  

 Cleaning of the organ will occur following this completion. 

 A hatch in the upper room giving us access to the attic is 
being created. An inspection of the attic for existing insula-
tion will follow, and possible amelioration may be neces-
sary.  

 Installation of a mail slot in the outer door of the office en-
try has been done, and replacement of the emergency light-
ing in the basement will take place. The emergency lighting 
replacement is part of the capital plan on the “do when nec-
essary” list. 

 Monthly meetings among the wardens, rector and Brian 
Hayman of Construction Manager Hayman Construction 
have been helpful and productive to keep the work moving 
along. 

Construction Progress Report 

Plastering work in the 
Chancel from mid-June 

(Photo courtesy the St. 
John’s Instagram 

account) 

Painting—Back Hall 

Office Lobby 

Christine’s Office 
Painting 

Library Painting 

Shortly before press time, Nora Lanning commented upon 
seeing the finished painting in the office wing: “Colours 
for the office , library and children’s / meeting room are 
so nice, fresh and restful. Good choices”. 
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June 8, 2020 
 
TO ALL: Clergy, Churches, Wardens, Treasurer, 
Members of Committees, Lay Delegates to Synod, 
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer Members, Diocesan 
Staff and Postulants for Ordination 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Many of us are deeply missing the opportunity to 
gather as church to worship God. Premier Ford’s 
statement today that worship services may resume 
in many parts of our province has been greeted with 
both hope and anxiety by many Anglicans. Ten 
days ago, together with the provincial House of 
Bishops, I decided that we would not be making 
any changes in how we use our church buildings for 
worship until after Labour Day, September 7. Noth-
ing has changed: church buildings may be used to 
offer online worship (no more than five people pre-
sent to lead the service, following all current church 
guidelines) and to provide essential ministries such 
as food sustainability ministries or 12-step pro-
grams. No indoor gatherings for worship will be 
held in churches in the Diocese of Huron until after 
Labour Day at the earliest. This will provide us 
with the opportunity to plan well for September, 
and to get some summer rest. 
 
Some parishes have been wondering about holding 
outside worship during this good weather. That is 
currently under consideration. I will have more to 
say about that in a week or two. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding as 
we prioritize the 
safety of all. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
+Todd 
The Right 
Reverend Todd 
Townshend 
of Huron 

Why Do I Come to St. John’s? 

John Biehn 
Isabelle and I have been parishioners 

for some 48 years. During this time a num-
ber of changes have occurred and these 
factors (didn’t like the minister, moved 
away or to another church, passed away) 
have all contributed to a steady member-
ship decrease. We are creatures of habit 
and at no time have we ever considered 
moving. 

Between us, we have participated in many activities, often in lead-
ership roles. Many close friendships have evolved and a greater 
awareness of God in our midst. 

And so we keep coming. I'm reminded of the Sinatra song lyrics 
“You're getting to be a habit with me”. 

And that’s a good thing. 

 

David Hall- 

 The fellowship—I get to see my friends every 
week. 

 I feel the need to give thanks and praise.  I don’t 
think God needs this or expects this of me, but I 
feel the need to do it. 

 I need regular reminders of: my place in the world, 
practising prayer for the unexpected hard times, knowing that I’m 
not alone, knowing that there is something bigger in my life than 
just me and my family. 

 The architectural beauty of the building gives me a feeling of 
wonder and peace. 

 Sometimes I think I have life figured out. But I appreciate having 
my life challenged, forcing me to rethink things. It’s good to stay 
humble! 

 The music! 

 I feel if I come to St. John’s expecting to “get something out of 
it”, I’ll come away disappointed. It is when I bring something to 
the worship (my concerns, my thanks, my time and skills to help 
others) that I come away satisfied and that making the effort to 
attend church was worthwhile. 

 

So Why do You Come to St. John’s? 

In a reprise of a previous feature, the 
Banner asked a couple of long-time St. 
John’s parishioners to answer the question 
“Why do I come to St. John’s?”. 

 

Please let us hear your responses for a 
future issue! 

John and Isabelle Biehn 

David Hall 
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Looking Back Contest 

The Prize 

By Nora Lanning 

Please submit your guesses to the questions 
at the right to nora.lanning@sympatico.ca. The 
person with the best and most correct answers 
will win the fabulous prize of 1 jar of St. John’s 
honey! 

Looking Back to 2003 
By Stewart McIntyre 

Here are some photos from a Sing-
speil by the famed Four Tenors and a 
Real Musician at our house in 2003. 

June 8, 2020 
 

Dear members of St. John’s,  
 

While our provincial government has just announced 
that limited church gatherings are permitted, our 
bishop, along with all the Bishops in Ontario, are 
requiring us to wait until September. And even at 
that time there will likely be a great many re-
strictions and limitations for several months thereaf-
ter. 
Let us continue to love one another by keeping a safe 
distance and calling one another to stay connected. 
 
Peace & Every Blessing,  
Lyndon  

Update on Services 
In our Church Building 

 

The Questions 

 How many people can you 
name from these photos? 

 Can you recall the occasion? 
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By Jill Thomson 
(Bill Thomson’s 
daughter) 

Billy, as he was 
known to his family 
and friends while 
growing up, was born in the south west 
end of Montreal, Quebec June 21, 1920. 
His parents were Scottish immigrants 
from the town of Aberdeen. His mother 
was a stay at home mom and his father 
was a butcher and a Veteran in WWI. 
Billy was the oldest boy in the family of 
7 children. He had one older sister and 5 
brothers. 

Bill’s work ethic started early in life 
and at a very young age was up before 
dawn to deliver newspapers before go-
ing to school. When older, he made de-
liveries on his bicycle for the local phar-
macy. In his free time, he played hockey 
on the streets of Montreal with maga-
zines wrapped around his shins for 
hockey pads. He was an avid skier and 
would cart his skies onto the Montreal 
street car to spend the day at Mount 
Royal. 

At the age of 17 he joined the 17th Duke of York Royal 
Canadian Hussars, a cavalry regiment in Montreal. With his 
work ethic and sense of obligation and duty, he excelled in that 
environment. His greatest passion was for the horses and he 
never turned down the opportunity to come to feed and look 
after the horses in the barracks even on his day off.  

At 19 when WWII broke out, he left Mon-
treal to begin his training in Delbert Nova 
Scotia. At 21, Bill was on his way to the 

south of England to continue his training in reconnaissance 
with the armoured car division in preparation for the battle in 
Europe. 

During his training deployment in England he met his wife 
Iris. She was in the British Army and worked as a decoder at 
Bletchley. On March 18 1944 Iris and Bill married in Cuck-
field Sussex, England. Three months after Bill was married, he 
was wounded in France. He was sent back to England to recu-
perate only to return at the end of the war for the liberation of 
the Netherlands. Bill travelled back for the anniversaries of the 
liberation over the years and formed many a lasting friendship 
with the gracious Dutch people. In appreciation, they dedicated 
and named a bridge, William Thomson-brug in Bill’s honour in 
the small town of Kamperzeedijk. His granddaughter, Lindsay 
Myers went to Kamperzeedijk on her grandfather’s behalf for 
the opening ceremony in 2015 (Ed. Note: See the May 2015 
Banner, page, 10, for a full story ). 

On his return to Canada, Bill and Iris settled in Rimouski 
Quebec in a newly built home on a piece of property allocated 
to returning veterans. He worked as an accountant for Price 
Brothers Lumber Company. He would go out to the backwoods 
to hand out the loggers’ paychecks. It was no surprise he would 
stay to chat with these mostly French employees and learned to 
speak French fluently. 

During this time, Iris and Bill have 3 children Penny, Jill 
and Keith who are all married and living in Ontario. They are 
proud to have 4 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren.   

In 1954, Bill and the family moved just outside of Montre-
al to work at Singer Sewing Machine Company. He was of-
fered a position in Ontario and moved the family to London in 
1957 where he joined the 3M Company. After being trans-
ferred between London and Toronto during his tenure, he re-
tired as National Sales Manager in 1985 at age 65 in London 
where he has lived out his retirement. 

Bill and Iris happily spent his retirement years in good 
health enjoying trips overseas, cruises and taking winter breaks 
in Florida where the family would join them. He enjoyed golf 
with the friends, worked on various projects in his workshop 
and repairs to the home, walked with the Western’s retirees 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Life and Times of 
William Hilson Thomson 

100th 
Birthday 
June 21, 

2020 

Parishioners’ Celebrations During Covid-19 

The William Thomson-brug Bridge in 
Kamperzeedijk, the Netherlands 

Bill Thomson 

Iris Thomson 
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group and volunteered for many years with the Veterans at Park-
wood’s Veteran Care Program. One of his greatest pastimes was 
walking his dog Katie and stopping to chat with the neighbours.  

At age 97, Bill along with his wife Iris left their home in 
London to live in the Veteran Care Program at Parkwood in 
2017. Not only was Iris accepted into Parkwood as an allied 
Veteran from the British Army, Iris and Bill were placed in the 
same room together overlooking the lovely grounds of Park-
wood. It is here they have happily celebrated their 75th and 76th 
wedding anniversaries. 

Through all of Bill’s achievements and life-long experienc-
es, his strong moral values, his consistent work ethic, his gener-
osity and willingness to help , his charming sense of humour and 
his connection with others has never failed him even at the age 
of 100. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite all that my father has achieved, I, as his daughter, 
knows his most significant accomplishment in his long life is his 
unselfish commitment to his wife Iris, his children, grandchil-
dren and their families. Family is everything to Bill and while 
his memory has greatly faded, it is clear the concern for his fam-
ily is still first and foremost in his mind as he never fails to say 
“be careful driving on the roads.”  

Bill has been a faithful member of St. John the Evangelist 
Church, along with Iris, since arriving in London by volunteer-
ing in many ways, including fundraising efforts and help with 
financial accounting. 

Postscript from Jill June 20, 2020: Mom and Dad looked so 
good and happy. At left  are a couple of pics through the window 
with Dad giving a thumbs up! Announcement is in paper today. 

(Continued from page 8) 

By Pamela Rudd 

We were married on June 6th 1960 in 
the Cathedral of Our Lady and St, Thom-
as of Canterbury, Northampton Eng-
land. June 6th then, was what was known 
in England as Whit Monday, and was a 
Bank Holiday. We first met on July 6 
1956 at a 21st birthday party, so we de-
cided that June 6th was the date most 
convenient to get married 

We had what was known then as a 
“Rainbow wedding”; that is bridesmaids 
wearing different colours. I had six brides-
maids. My 2 cousins Angela and Rose-
mary, who wore blue and pink respec-
tively; Tony's cousin Susan, who 
wore apricot; my friend Christine was 
matron of honour and also the best 
man's wife, wore lemon. My other two 
friends Veronica and Janet, wore laven-
der and turquoise respectively. They had 
head dresses and gloves to match their 
dresses and carried bouquets of white iris, 
white sweet peas, and lily of the valley. 
My bouquet was pink carnations and pink 
roses. As I was walking up the aisle, my fa-
ther said to me “I never imagined 16 years 

ago that I would be walking my daughter up the aisle”. He was 
with the first wave of soldiers in the Normandy landings. 

God blest us with 5 children, 5 grandchildren and 3 
great grand daughters. Where have the 60 years gone we 

wonder? Our lives are good and we thank God every day . 

Reflections on our Wedding Day Tony and Pamela Rudd Celebrated 
Diamond Anniversary on June 6 

L-R: Susan, Christine, Angela, Tony, Pamela, Rosemary, Veronica, Janet 
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Cory and Simon’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary 
By Cory Davies 

A wedding photo of Simon and me with 
the caption Wow 50 years! 

 

Bob and Anne Hayman Celebrate 
64 Years after Marrying at St. John’s 

June 6, 1970—Simon and Cory Davies 

Alvin Reimers 
80th Birthday 
 

Drive By Birthday 
Celebration 

By Cory Davies 

On June 5, 2020, the Ly-
ra Choir of the German Ca-
nadian Club staged a SUR-
PRISE drive-by at 1 p.m. in 
honour of their esteemed con-
ductor’s 80th birthday.  

Somehow Frances or-
chestrated Alvin’s presence 
on their front lawn (in the 
company of their young 
pooch Molly) at just the right 
time. 

A few from St. John’s 
choir joined in! The photos 
show the line-up before the 
parade, the best decorated 
car, and Frances, Alvin 
(surprised) and Molly looking 
bemused. 

Frances, Molly and Alvin 

Line up before 
the parade 

Best 
decorated 

Car 

April 28, 1956—Bob and Anne’s 
wedding at St. John’s 

April 28, 2020—Celebrating their 64th 
wedding anniversary while perusing their 
official wedding photo album 

A rainy day as the happy couple exit the church 
under the guidance of the chauffeur. 
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Jonathan Mayarov 
By Kevin Bice 

May 7, 2020 

 I would like to draw your attention to 
an article in today’s London Free Press (see 
links below) https://lfpress.com/
entertainment/music/london-musician-
reaches-out-to-isolated-seniors-with-
video/ ). You will be interested in a nice 
story about one of St. John’s Choir mem-
bers Jonathan Mayarov.  For years, he has 
been playing piano for people in retirement 
homes. When this current crisis kept every-
one apart, he began to put his playing on 
YouTube for the people he formerly played 
for in person. 

I sent him a thank-you, particularly on 
behalf of people like my sister whose last 
real pleasure was hearing music. 

 

London Free Press story 

tinyurl.com/Banner-LFP 

 

Video Interview (3 minutes) 
tinyurl.com/Banner-June-2020-Interview 

 

Performance Video (57 minutes) 
tinyurl.com/Banner-June-2020-Jonathan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioners in the News 

John Thompson and our 
Homelessness Panel 
 
March 12, 2020 
Deacon John was interviewed for the London Free Press 
article on St. John’s panel discussion, London’s Hidden 
Homeless—Women, Children and Youth, held at the 
church on March 12. See tinyurl.com/Banner-Jun2006-
John. 

Panel Speakers 
From left: Phil Squire (local City Councilor), Shelley Yeo (Anova 
Women’s Shelter) and ; Jason Manseau (Youth Opportunities Unlimited) 

   

https://lfpress.com/entertainment/music/london-musician-reaches-out-to-isolated-seniors-with-video/
https://lfpress.com/entertainment/music/london-musician-reaches-out-to-isolated-seniors-with-video/
https://lfpress.com/entertainment/music/london-musician-reaches-out-to-isolated-seniors-with-video/
https://lfpress.com/entertainment/music/london-musician-reaches-out-to-isolated-seniors-with-video/
https://tinyurl.com/Banner-LFP
https://tinyurl.com/Banner-June-2020-Interview
http://www.tinyurl.com/Banner-June-2020-Jonathan
https://tinyurl.com/Banner-Jun2006-John
https://tinyurl.com/Banner-Jun2006-John
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By John Thompson 

Over the past few 
months, the name “Bain 
Peever” has appeared week-
ly on our Prayer List, bring-
ing back memories for many 
– but for many others his is 
just a name. I’m one of the 
latter, so I decided to learn 
more about the man and share it through 
“The Banner”. After interviewing a doz-
en people who knew Bain well, and re-
viewing minutes of Vestry and Wardens’ 
meetings, this is what I have learned. 

Bain was the ninth rector of our 
church, appointed in 1985 and holding 
that position until 1998. But he started 
off, in 1963, as a priest on Manitoulin 
Island in the parishes of St. Francis of 
Assisi in Mindemoya, and St. John the 
Evangelist in Kagawong. 

Bain came to London with little ex-
perience with the type of parish he was 

about to lead. He 
was raised in 
North Bay, with 
summer jobs in 
construction – 
building the Little 
Long Rapids dam 
and the Trans-
Canada pipeline.  

After Mindemoya 
Bain moved to 
Sault Ste. Marie, 
then to St. John’s, 

where he worked on Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s transition from a single dio-
cese into three and was a ‘congregation 
coach’ for youth programming for par-
ishes throughout the diocese. And in St. 
John’s, a university student named Don 
Ford baby-sat for Bain and Dale and be-
gan his own road to the ministry.  

Bain continued in church administra-
tion in Kingston, as Assistant to the Bish-
op of Ontario, and after 5 years returned 
to parish life in Cornwall Ontario.  

St. John the Evangelist in the mid-
1980s was different from the smaller, 
more intimate, and more “blue collar” 
parishes of Bain’s experience. It was the 
church of the North London establish-
ment and it had been their church for 
generations. Very white, affluent, and 
firmly “traditional” in a time of change, 
particularly liturgical change. In 1985 – 
the year Bain arrived -- the new Book of 

Alternative Services (BAS) was intro-
duced to a congregation wedded to the 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP). It was 
probably not the best time to arrive, par-
ticularly since Bain requested the BAS 
be used at his induction.  

He embraced the liturgical change 
enthusiastically, a vocal minority of the 
congregation less so. There were discus-
sions and special Vestries, and after heat-
ed debate lasting several months a com-
promise was reached. The BAS and BCP 
would be used on alternate Sundays, each 
with a Eucharist, with the fourth Sunday 
being BCP Morning Prayer. 

That was just one item on Bain’s 
agenda. He was surprised and dismayed 
that there was no Endowment Fund – he 
pushed hard and after several years it was 
underway. Bain ensured that bequests 
were diverted to it rather than the opera-
tions budget, and by 1994 it was up to 
$250,000. Then, instead of using the in-
terest for church expenses, it was decided 
to hold out $1,000,000 before drawing on 
it. 

Money was – as it is today – an on-
going problem, but Bain had multiple 
strategies to deal with the lack of it. This 
ranged from a committee nicknamed 
“The Deficit Busters” to a re-invigorated 
Stewardship Task Force to frequent par-
ish events to raise money (and build 
community) – auctions, dinner dances, 
music and drama, Christmas bazaars, 
rummage sales.. And early on he asked 
that the Christmas offerings, traditionally 
a gift for the Rector, be instead be di-
rected to the general church revenues. 

In the midst of all this – and this 
should sound familiar – there was an ur-
gent need for major structural upgrades 
to the church and parish hall. In 1991 the 
Capital Restoration Fund began to solicit 
donations and pledges which amounted, 
over the next 8 years, to $650,000 -- just 
enough to keep the building together un-
til our own Capital Campaign twenty 
years later. Bain was relentless in seeking 
money for St. John’s.  

Bain had other items on his agenda. 
One summer he introduced a portable 
altar at the foot of the chancel steps and it 
was only after strong opposition he 
agreed to remove it. Much later he man-
aged, provoking considerable unhappi-
ness, to move the high altar out from the 
east wall. Until then the priest celebrated 
the Eucharist with his back to the nave. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Remembering Bain 

Bain in May 2013 
From the Algoma Anglican Journal 

1988—Cast of St. John’s Centennial how “The Spirit of ‘88”. Bain is in the 2nd back row at left 

Bain 

John 
Thompson 
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And was inaudible, because there was no 
sound system. The parish grudgingly al-
lowed it to be moved out just far enough 
for the priest to stand behind it. Then, 
after complaints that there was space for 
one person only, it was moved again, one 
foot forward. 

Other controversial changes included 
the construction of the portable baptismal 
font, much to the dismay of the Altar 
Guild who had to kneel down to the floor 
to drain it after baptisms. The $10,000 
needed was raised privately by Bain, in 
much the same way he invited the Black-
burn family to provide $226,000 for 
twelve additional tower bells, just short 

of a carillon. That meant that, in addition 
to marking the hours, hymns could be 
played. In typical Bain fashion he ap-
pointed Alvin Reimer (“I know absolute-
ly nothing about bells”) to be in charge 
(“Neither does anyone else. YOU ARE 
IT”) of them. But, adds Kevin Bice, 
“Bain was a guy you wanted to do things 
with and for.” 

Bain’s style has been described as 
‘My way or the highway’, and many pa-
rishioners over the years chose the latter. 
He was certain he knew what was good 
for St. John’s and he was unrelenting – 
and impatient.  

An example – when there was re-
sistance to his proposal that there should 
be a coffee hour every Sunday instead of 
twice a month, he suggested that the Boy 
Scouts could step in. The hospitality 
group conceded. 

Yet – he was known for his warmth 
and empathy in the pastoral setting. At 
the Saturday night ‘Soup Kitchen’ he 
would show up, regularly, to sit with 
guests and listen to their story. And he 
involved others. A dozen parishioners 
were enlisted for pastoral visits – not on-
ly for the elderly, infirm, or ill but for 
newcomers and young marrieds. Church 
groups met regularly at the rectory on 
Chalmers Street and, in the summers, 
many invited themselves to the Manitou-
lin cottage at Mindemoya, appropriately 
called “Peever’s Point of View”.  

He had a playful side. Paul Petersen 
remembers him as “the kind of a guy 
you’d have a beer with.” Several times 
Rogation Sunday was celebrated by a 
parade through the neighbourhood – St. 
James, Waterloo, Grosvenor, Wellington 
– led by a piper. And Bain made no 
bones about his affection for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. He scandalized more than 
one parishioner with his comment that he 
was praying for the Leafs to emulate the 
resurrection of our Lord.  

St. John’s youth adored him. The 
Servers Guild had a membership as high 
as 22, met monthly at the church for 
breakfast with a guest speaker, and held 
pizza and bowling parties.  

But the highpoint for a decade was 
the annual 5-day canoe trip to Algonquin 

Park. There, each year, up to 20 boys and 
girls – led by a few experienced adult 
trippers – had their first exposure to ca-
noeing, fishing, hiking – and the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist on an overturned 
canoe. The trips were not leisurely excur-
sions. Evan Davies remembers the mili-
tary precision with which Bain super-
vised the portages (he also recalls spend-
ing a cold night on a rocky islet, snug-
gling for warmth in a pile of life jackets, 
when his group misjudged nightfall). On 
their return to London, the entire parish 
would gather to hear and see of their ad-
ventures. 

But probably Bain’s enduring legacy 
was, and is, the Saturday night hospitality 
meal. It arose out of one of the many par-
ish ‘visioning’retreats that he organized 

(Continued on page 20) 

Bain with Huron student Daniel Brereton, 
who was a student assistant at St. John’s 
(1997-1998), and is currently Priest in 
Charge at St. John’s Dixie Church in 
Mississauga. 

Touring a Huron College construction site 

1992—With the St. John’s Senior Choir 

London Free 
Press article 
on the 
installation of 
new bells in 
the tower 
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By Cory Davies 

Presentation to 
Frances Reimer 
June 19, 2020 

Mary Haak, the new convenor of the 
Saturday Night Dinner Program, made 
presentations on behalf of the congrega-
tion to Francis Reimer who has been the 
soul and conscience of the Programme 
for a number of years. Francis was given 
a Spaak cast iron Staub, as well as a gi-
ant card of thanks that we hope that all 
will sign in the fall (DV).  

Community Donations 
At their Zoom meeting on June 2, 

and in response to increasing community 
needs in London, Outreach decided to 
send the following donations to London 
groups: 

 The United Way Emergency Fund 
to support community groups during 
Covid-19 ($200); 

 ANOVA 
to aid women suffering abuse 
($300); 

 LUSO Community Services 
for their continuing breakfast pro-
gram at Lord Elgin School during 
Covid ($300)."  

EMDC Exit Kits 
Outreach has been preparing “exit 

kits” for female inmates at Elgin-
Middlesex Detention Centre. Women 
who are being released back into society, 
normally have no personal items availa-
ble, such as soaps, towels, extra sox, per-
sonal items, etc. We try to anticipate 
what might be most useful, and provide a 
number of these kits (see below) every 2 
months. Unfortunately, this is not possi-
ble for male inmates. 

 

Guaranteed Basic Income 
By John Thompson 

Forty-one bishops of the Anglican 
and Lutheran (ELCIC) 
churches have sent a letter to 
the Prime Minister urging 
implementation of a Guaran-
teed Basic Income (also 
known as Universal Basic 
Income) for all Canadians. 

The reasons for this and desired out-
comes are complex. The Outreach Com-
mittee is considering whether we as a 
group, and as individual members of St. 
John’s, should support this initiative with 
our own letters. 

If you would like a copy of the bish-
op's letter, a copy of a proposed letter of 
support, or some background infor-
mation on GBI, please contact Deacon 
John (mskdoc@sympatico.ca). 

Also, you will have received an 
email with helpful documents and in-
structions on how to submit the letters to 
the MPs and MPPs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual SJ5K Run / Walk 
The 5k North London Fun Walk/Run 
October 18 2020: Virtual (or Not) 
 

Save this date no matter what! 
 

Outreach has a Plan A and Plan B 
for the run during an uncertain future 
because of Covid-19. We must stay safe 
so it may be that the 5K, like so many 
others, will be a virtual event. Fortunate-
ly, Canada Helps can organize a virtual 
event with Outreach so that participants 
can raise money using on-line technolo-
gy or they can use the traditional way. 
The prize giving will occur either in per-
son or on-line on October 18. If there is a 
virtual event, runners and walkers may 
choose their own 5K route (or St. John’s 
route) and complete their 5K any time 
and anywhere in the two weeks leading 
up to October 18. 

Please stay tuned but do plan to run 
or walk or sponsor. By early September, 
circumstances will become clearer. Out-
reach will make a decision then and ex-
plain clearly everything about a virtual 
run. If we are all lucky, our traditional 
run will be possible. 

Outreach at St. John’s 

Exit Kits as assembled in Stewart’s basement 

Mary Haak, left, and Frances Reimer, 
holding the giant thankyou card 

Our Work Continues in the Covid Era 

 

SJ5K 2019 

SJ5K 2019 
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By Mary Haak 
St. John’s Meal Program, 
Meal Coordinator 

 

In mid-March, as the threat of COVID-19 in Lon-
don grew more serious, we knew that there would re-
main a great community need for the St. John’s Meals Program. 
We did not know how the pandemic was going to affect our 
guests, we just knew that there would still be hungry people who 
would be looking for us to help. 

So, Frances, John and Mary devised the plan for a take-away 
meals format. The most important aspect of the plan was the 
health and safety of our volunteers and guests. The serving of the 
meals was changed significantly to ensure this important consid-
eration was met. We converted to completely take-out meals and 
it will remain this way for the foreseeable future. 

Tables are now set up at the front doors of the hall to keep 
distance between the guests and the volunteer handing them their 

bag of takeout 
food. Each week 
John and another 
volunteer greet the 
guests outside and 
ensure they remain 
6 feet apart while 
in line for their 
own safety. The 
meals are now 
handed out to the 
early arrivals start-
ing at 3pm which 
keeps lineups and 
crowds at a mini-
mum. Gone are the 
days of long line ups at 5pm! 

The meals continue to be well balanced and nutritious. They 
receive a main course, a salad, milk/juice and water as well as 
dessert which includes fruit or yoghurt and baked goods. Cathy 
Chovaz-MacKinnon and her ‘Milk Chicks’ have generously pro-
vided healthy pocket snacks (ie: protein/granola bars) which is 
included in their take-out bags to keep on hand for later when 
they get hungry again. 

The serving teams are smaller in size now with only about 6-
8 volunteers needed each week, down from the usual 15. Our 

dedicated serving teams have been very willing to continue serv-
ing with their team members who are in lower risk groups. We 
have received donations of homemade masks and face shields 
from kind and generous souls to keep our volunteers safe. 

An average of 63 extremely grateful and appreciative guests 
have been served each week. We have a few new guests who are 
very relieved to know there is hot meal for them on Saturday 
evenings now that their financial situations have become more 
unstable. 

As of late May, Ana Thompson and Pat 
Knowles have reopened the Clothing Cup-
board just in time for the change in seasons. 
They set up outside on tables and offer 
guests the chance to get some gently used 
clothing which has been much appreciated. 

Our amazing volunteers continue to be ded-
icated to the weekly shopping, cooking and 
serving that keep the program going. They 
are eager to help, even while their own 

(Continued on page 16) 

St. John’s Meals Program During COVID-19 

 

A dinner guests picks up his meal (and gave 
permission for this photo to appear here) 
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worlds have been turned upside down. The gratitude of those 
receiving our weekly hot meals makes it all worthwhile for the 
volunteers of the St. John’s Meals Program which so many in 
our community have come to depend on. Many meals programs 
in the city have not been able to continue which makes the St. 
John’s Meals Program even more necessary during this pan-
demic. In a tumultuous world our program provides a dependa-
ble meal for those in need in our local community. 

 Erica Brown's team  

Saturday’s menu included deli meat 
sandwiches and pasta salads. The Milk Chicks 
are supplying snacks to add to the takeout.  

Clothing Cupboard and Dinner Guest (who gave 
permission for her photo to be used) 

Outdoor Clothing Cupboard  Team (June 1, 2020) 
Pat Knowles with Barney (her Cairn Terrier) and 

Ana Thompson with Chappy (her Havanese). 
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What is Luke's Place? 
 

Luke's Place is a fresh expression of 
ministry located at 1204 Richmond 
Street, just north of the main gates of 
Western University. Luke's Place 
seeks to serve the students of West-
ern University as an off campus out-
reach reaching a demographic that is 
rarely seen in our Anglican churches. 

Our principal goal for Luke's Place 
Ministry is to create a space where 
the students in the neighbourhood 
can feel valued as the person God 
created them to be, have the experi-
ence of and value participation in a 
safe, inclusive community, develop a 
focus on the common good to make a 
difference in God's world, and explore 
issues of ultimate concern, faith, and 
the experience of the Holy. 

Luke's Place Ministry is partnered 
with Huron University, and has re-
ceived funding support from the Angli-
can Foundation of Canada and the 
Huron Development Fund. 

 

Luke's Place Current 
Programming: 
 

Luke's Place Coffee House: Runs 
every Thursday during the academic 
school year from 8-10pm. The hospi-
tality team from St. Luke's Worship-
ping Community provides treats and 
coffee/tea. We have a microphone 
and keyboard set up for people who 
wish to share performances of music, 
poetry, etc., and is also a great place 
for conversation amongst friends. 

Luke's Place Study Hall: Runs for 
the first two weeks of the exam period 
for both Fall and Winter semesters 
and is open Monday to Friday from 
10am-4pm. Chairs and tables are set 
up for students along with access to 
the wifi network. We provide a quiet 
place to study and work on final pro-
jects, and the hospitality team of St. 
Luke's Worshipping Community pro-
vides the study hall with tea/coffee 
and treats. 

Walking the Way: 
A young adult 
prayer group start-
ed by two former 
Luke's Place at-
tendees. They 
meet the first and last Tuesdays of 
each month, beginning at 7:30pm. 

Soup and Soul Food: Meets Thurs-
day evenings from 6-8pm, exploring 
God and faith using Christian Founda-
tions: A Grounding for a life of Faith. 
A meal of soup, fresh bread, and 
treats provided, a great time of fellow-
ship! 
 
Impact Luke's Place has had 
on its students... 
Jennifer wrote: "I can't even begin to 
express how thankful I am to have 
had my placement at Luke's Place. 
[...] I felt so at home [...] After having 
such rough experiences at my home 
church, you have really shown God's 
light to me. Thank you for being there 
to talk to, and helping me regain my 
confidence and faith. [...] Keep shin-
ing your brilliant light." 

Hannah wrote: "I wanted to thank 
you all for your prayers and well wish-
es again, I deeply appreciate it. My 
experience at [Luke's Place] was one 
that opened my eyes to what a church 
really should be like. You made me 
feel welcomed, loved and appreciat-
ed. I hope that I can find a church like 
[Luke's Place] when | start medical 
school in Port of Spain, Trinidad in a 
few days. I'm trusting that God is di-
recting my path, as Jamaica was al-
ways my first choice. May God contin-
ue to bless and keep you! I miss you!" 

To the Anglican Journal (April 
2019), Julia said: "I like the people 
[...] I like Adele, I like the social as-
pects of it, and I love how they're 
reaching out to the community and 
really getting the community in-
volved." 

 

How Parishes or individuals 
can help support Luke's 
Place 
 
Luke's Place is a Ministry of the Dio-
cese of Huron and is going to require 
the support of all in the Diocese, and 
in particular, the London Deanery, to 
help make this Ministry successful. If 
your individual parish or individuals in 
your parish would like to support the 
work of Luke's Place, here are some 
ways in which we could use your sup-
port: - Instruments (Guitar, Ukulele, 
Cajon, small amplifier) 

 Hospitality Teams - Funds for 
Public Relations/Advertising of 
Luke's Place programming - Data 
Projector 

 Bluetooth Speakers Games for a 
games cupboard (Jenga, Domi-
noes, Chess, etc.) 

 Tea and Coffee 
 Twinkle Lights/Rope Lights 
 General Sponsorship 
 
For more information, please con-
tact 
Rev. Canon Adele Miles 
Director of Mission for Luke's Place. 
 
Luke's Place - 1204 Richmond Street, 
London, ON, N6A 3L4 - lukesplace-
london@gmail.com 

Luke’s Place 
A Special Ministry of the Diocese of 
Huron, located in the London Deanery  

Luke's Place - 1204 Richmond Street, London, ON, N6A 3L4 - lukesplacelondon@gmail.com 
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Coping with Covid-19 

Wednesday April 8—The 1st Outreach Meeting with Zoom 

Keeping our weekly Sunday dinner parties going with 
WhatsApp  

David and Sara Hall (top left), Kevin and Daphne (top right), 
and Annett Filler and Peter Godwin (bottom) 

By David Hall 
People’s Warden 

 

For the safety of all 
under the current cir-
cumstances we are 
postponing the sit-
tings for photos.  

 

The new dates are: 

 

September 28 to October 3, 2020 
 

The online appointments website has 
temporarily been shutdown. We will 
notify everyone when it is once again 
accessible.  

In the meantime, please adjust your 
calendars and thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding. 

New Photo Directory 

Re-Scheduled for 

September / October 

David Hall 
(as he looked 
in 2013) 

 

Kevin Bice 
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By The Reverend Lyndon 
 Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

 Your Parish Priest 

 

 

Every Holy Week brings us through the emotional turmoil 
of Hope for change to Hope dashed to Hope destroyed to 
Hope new born. This is a cycle that we experience many times 
throughout our life, and we have gone through hard times and 
come out the other side, hopefully, stronger and wiser. And so, 
we gather this year more defiant than ever in the face of this 
virus and death. We still shout “Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The 
Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Allelu-
ia! 

Each week in our liturgy we read the Gospel. “Gospel”, a 
word that comes from the Greek that simply means “good 
news.” We talk about becoming evangelists sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. “Evangelist” is another word from the 
Greek that simply means “messenger.” So our basic call as 
followers of Christ is to be messengers of the good news of 
Jesus Christ. And, if that is so, 
then what is the good news?  

Well, today is the day when 
we get the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Today we find out that 
the good news is new life after 
death. Today we find out that 
death does not have the final 
word. Today we are told that we 
are given eternal life as followers 
of Christ. Today we, like Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary 
who approach the tomb in des-
pair, go running in shock and 
awe to tell the other disciples that Christ is not there lying in 
the tomb and there was an angel! Today we go running to tell 
the whole world that “Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Praise and 
thanks be to God!” Or maybe we just go into our backyards to 
shout it out. And Today we learn that we inherit that same 
New life in Christ, the Eternal Life with God. So, if you are 
brave enough, I invite you to go out on your doorstep and 
shout “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” 

Thanks to Alvin Reimer, our “carillonneur,” our bells 
pealed out today at 9am along with church bells around our 
city and around the world to tell the world that we, the body of 
Christ who are the Church, are still here celebrating the Resur-
rection of Christ Jesus our Lord. And some of us gather to de-
fiantly use social media, and whatever means we have, to de-
clare to the world that “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” 

Actually, as Christians, when we gather and when we give 
and when we serve, all that we are doing is sharing the Good 
News of Eternal Life through Christ. 

Each time we worship we share the Good News or Eternal 
Life through Christ: 

In the Eucharist; we gather together in community, we 
hear the word of God, we affirm our faith in Christ, we pray 
for healing for the world, we share the Peace of Christ in hope 
for a brighter day, we tell the story of the saving health of 
Christ in our Great Thanksgiving of the Eucharistic Prayer, we 
share the spiritual food of New Life, and we are sent out to be 
the messengers of the good news of Eternal Life through 
Christ. 

In Baptism we mark the turning of someone from the 
ways of the world to the Way of God; a turning from the ways 
of death to the Way of Life in Christ Jesus our Lord; a turning 
from the way of fearful hoarding to the Way of Life through 
service and giving and sharing.  In baptism we celebrate East-
er as we come through the Holy Water, water that can kill and 
water that can heal and cleanse, to the other side of death into 
the New Life of Christ. 

In a Funeral we mark the passing of a member of Christ’s 
flock from this life into the Eternal Life with God.  We wear 
the colour of Easter, we sing hymns that help us mourn the 
loss and we sing hymns that help us celebrate the joy of Easter 

and the great promise of Resur-
rection. 

So, you see, the only thing we 
ever really do is celebrate the 
Resurrection to Eternal Life 
through Christ, and once a year 
we make a bigger deal of it on 
this Blessed Easter morn. 

But this Eternal Life is not just a 
hope of living with God in heav-
en in the afterlife.  This Eternal 
Life is NOW as we find creative 
ways to gather and support one 

another in this time of isolation and fear.  This Eternal Life is 
NOW as we find ways to support those in need, and those who 
are putting their health and lives in danger caring directly for 
the sick and the dying.  This Eternal Life is NOW when we 
talk to our neighbour across our front porches, and call our 
neighbours, friends, and families to see how they are doing.  
This Eternal Life is NOW in every way that we share the 
Good News of Christ in service and love. 

This Eternal Life is NOW as we defiantly work to over-
come the sickness and death of this virus and all that it has 
done to effect our lives physically, economically, emotionally, 
mentally and spiritually.   

As baptized messengers of the Good News of the Eternal 
Life in Christ, we will be sent out today empowered by the 
Grace of God through the Holy Spirit to continue to do all that 
we can to support each other and love our neighbour knowing 
that “Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

Easter Day – 12 Apr 2020  
Year of the Virus 
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over the years. Frances Reimer agreed to take on the leadership 
and the first ‘Soup and Sandwich’ dinner was held in March 
1997. It was to be a four-month trial. The first attracted 35 
guests and by September that number had doubled. And Siloam 
United had helped out with two of those meals. Soon it was no 
longer ‘Soup and Sandwich’ and its future never in doubt. To-
day it continues to provide food and community to many of 
London’s most marginalized, and has brought together serving 
groups from churches and organizations from across – and out-
side – the city. And it was a major reason Don Ford, Bain’s suc-
cessor, decided to accept our invitation to lead us. 

Bain’s last years at St. John’s were not the happiest. An un-
dercurrent of hostility to Bain’s vision and way of doing things 
persisted. Bain’s predecessor had seen the need for change. He 
had tried to bring change by consensus and that had not worked. 
Bain followed a more directive approach, but even after a dec-
ade at St. John’s he had opposition. There was at least one self-
appointed delegation to the Bishop. Ignoring them, the Bishop 
supported Bain.  

They did not give up. In November 1997, twelve years after 
Bain’s arrival, a committee was formed to “re-examine the use 
of worship space.” Ostensibly about the location of altar, rood 
screen, and baptismal font, the issue was really, “Who wields 
the authority? The Rector, the Wardens, the Vestry?” The com-
mittee deliberated inconclusively for almost a year and then, 
with Bain’s resignation, decided to table the issue for the arrival 
of the next Rector. 

But family issues played a more significant role in Bain’s 
decision to resign. His youngest son was dealing with cancer 
and Dale’s health had deteriorated to the point where it was im-
possible for him to continue. Insidiously over a decade this 
strong, extroverted, spiritual woman had gradually changed into 
someone clearly out of touch with reality. Eventually she was 
diagnosed with an unusual form of dementia, Pick’s Disease. 
Bain with great dignity attempted to cope with both home and 
parish, but even with the help of parishioners – providing day-
time care, bringing food to the rectory – it was inevitable that 
Bain would leave St. John’s.  

Bain left in 1998, moving back to Manitoulin, where the 
cottage was now a year-round home. Dale spent her last years in 
the Little Current nursing home. After she died in 2001 Bain 
remarried, to Lynda, a long-time friend of both Bain and Dale. 
And after a while he accepted a second call, back to his original 
parish in Mindemoya, now renamed the Great Spirit Island Par-
ish. He finally retired for good, in 2013, after 50 years of minis-
try. 

In a farewell letter to St. John’s Bain, who loved to dance, 
spoke of the relationship between priest and parish. 

“When I came to this parish, I had to learn to dance with 
you. Anytime you begin to dance with a new partner, there can 
be a bit of clumsiness. I stepped on your feet, you stepped on 
mine. Sometimes, I didn’t guide you enough through the dance, 
and sometimes you didn’t give me an indication of where you 
were going to move in the dance steps … and we would falter in 
our dance. However, we learned to listen to God’s music and 
follow the rhythm and we became better dance partners, follow-

ing one another in the dance of our 
parish life.” 

He ended, “When your new 
Rector comes, I hope you will in-
vite him to dance with you on the 
dance floor. It is different when you 
walk into the dance as a stranger to 
get on the floor and start dancing. 
Sometimes the music is quite 
strange and the steps are quite dif-
ferent. 

But if someone invites you to 
dance the steps, rhythm is easier to 
learn and the dancing is much more 
enjoyable for everyone. May you 
invite your new Rector into the 
dance.” 

 

Bain spent his final years in the same Little Current nursing 
home where Dale died. He passed away on Tuesday, June 23rd 
2020. Lynda continues to live in their Mindemoya home, 
Peever’s Point of View.  

(Continued from page 13) 

June 2013 with Bishop Cole 

Editors’ Note—The above noted canoe trips were a large fea-
ture in Bain’s youth ministry while at St. John’s. Watch for a 
feature report looking back at these memorable events in a 
future Banner. 

Bain 

Dinner for Bain’s Retirement from St. John’s - October 23, 1998 

Bain gave each of his wardens a yellow rose. From left, Bain 
Peever, Gerry Fenwick, Nora Lanning, Nancy Bol 

Bain at his St. John’s 
retirement dinner 
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10 May 2020 
By The Reverend Lyndon 
 Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

Today we remember 
Saint John the Apostle, Saint 
John the Evangelist, the patron saint of 
our parish, a Galilean fisherman who was 
called, with his brother James, and fol-
lowed Jesus to become “a fisher for peo-
ple.” John, one of the “Sons of thunder,” 
is also suspected of the being the 
“Beloved Disciple” in the Fourth Gospel, 
which is attributed to John himself.  This 
“Beloved Disciple” was very close to 
Jesus and may be the person in whose 
care Jesus placed Mary his mother and 
the rest of the family.  

In the book of the Acts of the Apos-
tles, John is described as a leader of the 
church at Jerusalem, sharing the leader-
ship with Peter.  Some traditions have 
John moving on to Ephesus, a city on the 
Mediterranean coast. There he was the 
bishop of the Church and perhaps started 
one of the first Theological Schools of 
the Way of Life of Jesus the Christ. Out 
of this “community of the beloved disci-
ple” came the Gospel and the three Let-
ters which are attributed to John in our 
Christian Scriptures. These texts, which 
we have inherited in our bible, show the 
mind of a fine mystic-theologian who 
contemplated the nature of Christ as one 
with God in Creation.  

John uses the key image of “light” – 
God as Light in the darkness, “LUMOS”, 
which was a Greek image associated with 
things Divine.  John seems to be trying to 
explain the concept of the Messiah, the 
Christ or “XRISTOS” to some people of 
the Greco-Roman world. 

The Book of Revelation is attributed 
by some early Christian Theologians to 
our John the Evangelist while others at-
tribute it to a John of Patmos or a John 
the Divine, whom they think may actual-
ly be different people.  The attributions to 
a different author throughout the centu-
ries are mostly based on the observation 
that the writing style seems different. 

On Easter Day I talked about how we 
are all evangelists of the Gospel, messen-
gers of the Good News of Eternal Life by 
the Grace of God, through Christ’s life, 
death and resurrection.  And one of our 
greatest inspirations is our own patron 
Saint John the Evangelist who may have 
been the “other disciple” who raced to 

see the empty tomb.  So, what is a patron 
saint?  From the beginnings of Christiani-
ty, the followers of Christ began to rec-
ognize inspirational people; people who 
worked miracles or made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their faith in Christ.  The rest 
of the followers, members of the local 
churches, wanted to commemorate these 
inspirational people, and continue to stay 
connected with these people in a spiritual 
way, so there began to be developed the 
“Communion of Saints,” and in that 
Communion these individual patrons 
took on the role in the after-life as advo-
cates through prayer. There was a deep 
grace-filled sense of being connected 
through the power of the Holy Spirit with 
all those who had gone before.  And peo-
ple began to ask, in their prayer, for the 
help of the saints in living out their own 
life of faith.  I get particular inspiration 
from Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi 
as well as Saint Sylvester of Assisi who 
was the first priest to join Francis in his 
Order of Poor Brothers. 

Some in our churches engage in reg-
ular prayer that includes the mediation of 
saints as an inspirational faith tool. Per-
haps the most well know is the Rosary 
Prayer or Hail Mary or Ave Maria, which 
asks for the intercession of Mary, the 
Mother of Christ.  Some Anglicans use 
this prayer and other traditional prayers.   

Perhaps a broader and more personal 
way to try to understand what it means to 
connect with the Communion of Saints is 
to call to mind those whom we have 
known personally who inspire our faith 
in the past and present; a beloved family 
member or inspirational leader of some 
kind. Who has helped to nurture and sup-
port your faith?  There have certainly 
been people in my life who have helped 
to strengthen my faith and help me stay 
on track in challenging times.  For exam-
ple, my 96-year-old grandmother, who 
hardly ever missed a Sunday of church in 
her life until a month ago, or my father 
whom I remember seeing kneeling beside 
his bed every night to say the Lord’s 
Prayer.  These are simple and powerful 
boosts to me when I feel like I am losing 
focus on my prayer life or vocational life. 

So back to St. John the Evangelist.  
What inspiration might we get from our 
patron St. John?  Well, we are fortunate 
that not only do we have some brief sto-
ries about John, but we also have several 
rich biblical sources attributed to John.  

Most significant is the Gospel of John.  A 
unique Gospel among the four it explains 
Jesus in some different ways for the peo-
ple who grew up in a Greco-Roman cul-
ture of many gods and goddesses and a 
philosophical tradition, as well as some 
Jews who were no longer particularly 
faithful.  John is trying the explain the 
healing, or salvific, power of Jesus Christ 
to these people who did not grow up in a 
traditional Jewish household. The stories 
and sayings of Jesus in John’s Gospel 
serve to help people to understand who 
Jesus is.  John uses wonderful images 
borrowed from the Greco-Roman culture; 
images of light and growth.  John talks in 
some philosophical terms about the being 
and substance of Jesus, using rich meta-
phors. For example:  

‘I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.’ (John 6:35) 

‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.’ (John 
8:12) 

‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate 
for the sheep. (John 10:7) 

Just last week we heard 3 times: I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out 
and find pasture.  

‘I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me..’ (John 
10:14) 

‘I am the resurrection and the 
life.’ (John 11:25) 

‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.’ (John 14:6) 

I am the vine, you are the branch-
es.’ (John 15:5) 

I invite you to take one of these say-
ings and contemplate it for a few minutes 
each day this week.  There are so many 
rich images included in John’s Gospel as 
he is inspired to write of Jesus’ inner 
conversations about who he is and who 
God is. 

Then we have John’s letters to the 
church where he implores us, above all, 
to love one another for God is Light and 
God is Love.  Our beloved patron John 
the Evangelist pleads with us to build a 
world that shines light in the dark places 
by sharing the Love of God with all 
whom we meet.  Ever since we first met 
John in his Gospel, we have seen that his 

(Continued on page 24) 

Patronal Feast of St. John the Evangelist 
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Animals 

TO ALL: Clergy, Churches, Wardens, 
Treasurer, Members of Committees, Lay 
Delegates to Synod, Anglican Fellowship of 
Prayer Members, Diocesan Staff and Postu-
lants for Ordination 
 

As a part of our Baptismal Covenant, 
Anglicans promise to “strive for justice and 
peace among all people and respect the dig-
nity of every human being.” Keeping with 
this covenant, the Diocese of Huron is committed to social jus-
tice, equity, and anti-racism. 

We stand in solidarity with those across the United States, 
Canada, and the world who are protesting racism, racial inequi-
ty, systemic oppression, police brutality, and state-sanctioned 
violence against any human being. We specifically denounce 
the killing of George Floyd and we offer our support and pray-
ers for those who are protesting for justice and for an end to 

police brutality. 

We believe, as stated in A Charter for Racial Justice in the 
Anglican Church of Canada, that “one of our strengths as a 
church lies in our diversity and in our commitment to eliminate 
systemic and individual racism, whether intended or not.” Rec-
ognizing the Anglican Church’s own history of complicity in 
racial oppression and injustice, especially against Indigenous 
peoples and communities, we affirm our commitment to anti-
racism, to racial justice, and to working towards equity in our 
churches, our communities, our country, and our world. 

As we each reflect on our own role in systemic oppression, 
we repent of the sin of racism and pray for truth, for justice, for 
reconciliation, for peace—for both those who are oppressed 
and those who oppress. 

Anti-Racism Statement from 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Todd Townshend, Bishop of Huron 

 
ACROSS 
2 Food of John the Baptist 

5 Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many 
__ 

7 Daniel was thrown into a den of __ 

9 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous __ 

10 As the __ pants for streams of water, so I long for 
you, O God. 

11 First bird released by Noah 

14 Before the __ crows, you will disown me three times! 

15 Most frequently mentioned animal in the Bible 

 
DOWN 
1 Jesus' parable of the sheep and __  

3 It is easier for a __ to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God 

4 White animal in Revelation 

6 Eden tempter 

7 The __ of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

8 Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your 
pearls before __ 

10 The Holy Spirit appeared at Jesus' baptism as this ani-
mal 

12 Industrious insect of Proverbs  

13 Jesus fed 5000 with two __ and five loaves of bread  

See page 24 for the answers 

Bishop Todd 
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By Rev. Dr. John Thompson 

May 17
th

,2020 
Luke 17:11-19 

“Rogare” is the Latin word 
for “to ask.” Rogation Sunday is 
thus “Asking Sunday” – a day 
dating back to the Middle Ages 
when the fields of the communi-
ty were planted with the seeds 
for that year’s crop. The parish gathered to 
ask for God’s blessing and protection for the 
harvest to come – a harvest critical to the 
community’s survival the following winter. 

Today’s gospel is appropriate for Roga-
tion Sunday. We’ll see if you can figure that 
out. 

I need to address three issues – histori-
cal, medical and theological. 

The first has to do with Samaria – where 
is it and why the hostility toward Samaritans? 

It all goes back to the breakup of Israel 
into two kingdoms after the death of Solo-
mon. The southern kingdom was called Ju-
dah with its capital Jerusalem and the north-
ern kingdom, Israel. Just to confuse things it 
was also called Samaria, after the name of its 
capital city. Samaritan worship was similar to 
Judaism and centered on its own temple on 
Mt. Gerizim. 

Samaria was conquered by Assyria in 8th 
century before Christ and its leaders exiled. 
Foreigners were brought in to settle and this 
led to even further hostility between Samaria 
and Judah. Samaritans were not really Jews. 
They were heretics.  

And the hostility was mutual. 

So when Jesus – ‘setting his face toward 
Jerusalem’ – plans his route from Galilee to 
the Holy City, he has two choices. He can 
avoid Samaria entirely – which means he has 
to take a long and difficult route, first east 
across the Jordan River and then south 
through Gentile lands. Or he can cross 30 
miles of unfriendly Samaritan territory to get 
to Jerusalem. 

He chooses the shorter road. 

The second issue is medical.  

I’ve seen only one case of leprosy. It was 
in North Carolina, during my medical resi-
dency. It was an early, and mild, case. A 
patch of skin that had lost its pigment, was a 
pale white and was numb, insensitive to pain. 
That was the giveaway. I was impressed. I 
was also impressed by the reaction of the 
man’s wife – she left him. 

So last week I went back and Googled 
leprosy. It is contagious, all right, but only 
after prolonged and close contact with some-

one who has it. It is caused by a bacteria and 
spreads slowly through the body. The nerves 
of sensation in the hands and feet are particu-
larly vulnerable. Injury to those areas – a cut 
or a burn – is not felt, does not cause pain. So 
with repeated injury the hands become 
scarred and deformed, often infected, and 
repulsive to look at. And other body parts can 
also be infected, as can the nerves to the 
muscles, causing weakness or even localized 
paralysis. 

Leprosy can be cured by an antibiotic 
cocktail. In the last fifty years the number of 
cases worldwide has dropped from millions 
to hundreds of thousands. But in Biblical 
times and through the ages it was viewed as a 
curse, its victims unclean and a risk to every-
one with whom they were in contact.  

As it says in Leviticus (13:45-46) 

The person who has the leprous disease 
shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his 
head be disheveled, and he shall cover his 
upper lip and cry out, “Unclean, unclean.” 
He shall remain as long as he has the dis-
ease; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his 
dwelling shall be outside the camp.” 

That was real social distancing.  

Today, in this age of COVID-19, when 
our neighbour crosses the road to avoid us, 
we get some sense of that ancient fear. 

Now for the theological lesson.  

On the face of it, the issues are pretty 
straightforward. Jesus defies the prejudices 
of his day – the demonizing of Samaritans 
and the viewing of lepers as subhuman.  

But what does that have to do with us? 
We don’t have Samaritans in Southern On-
tario, and we don’t have lepers. 

But we still have a fear of ‘the other’, 
even if we don’t recognize it as fear. 

Growing up in London in the 1940’s 
prejudice toward minority Roman Catholics 
and Jews was a fact of life. I remember 
George Goth preaching to a packed house at 
Metropolitan United on the dangers of dating 
and marrying across religious lines. And a 
medical school classmate commenting on 
how the Jews in our class hung out together. 
We are all too familiar with the fear that un-
derlies prejudice in contemporary London – 
First Nations, people of colour, Muslims, 
immigrants whose first language is not Eng-
lish. 

And the poor. 

There are some in the St. John’s neigh-
bourhood who look at the folks lined up for 
our Saturday night meal and see threats to the 
value of their property. When our guests ar-

rive in a car or a van I’ve heard comments 
that they must be scamming the system. The 
poor, if they are truly deserving, should walk 
or at least come by bike in order to get a free 
meal. 

With all that as background, we come 
back to Jesus and the disciples. They have 
arrived at the no-man’s land between Galilee 
and Samaria. Surprisingly, there is a village 
there.  A simple cluster of huts to shelter a 
small ragged band of lepers. They approach 
Jesus. But they don’t cry out for alms; they 
beg to be healed.  

How do they know that this man is Je-
sus? How do they know that he has the pow-
er to heal, that he has already healed a leper 
in Galilee? We are not told. 

But Jesus does not disappoint. He heals 
them all – not with a touch but words. The 
words, in fact, suggest that they are already 
healed. They can feel the tingling in their 
fingers and toes as sensation slowly returns. 
They can feel their weakened legs and arms 
grow strong. Like schoolboys on the last day 
of school they run off, as Jesus has com-
manded.. They cannot believe their good 
luck. And who can blame them? 

But there is one, a Samaritan, who does 
turn back.  

Now, this story of Luke’s can be read 
both as a condemnation of ingratitude and as 
yet another assurance that the love of God 
extends to all. 

We are very familiar with the second 
point. 

But there is more to it than that. The Sa-
maritan leper realizes that his healing is not a 
random act, a roll of the dice. It is not some-
thing he has earned or deserved. So he turns 
back, “praising God with a loud voice.”  

He praises God. For the first time in his 
life he realizes just how much his very being 
is dependent on God and on God’s grace.  

Then, he prostrates himself at Jesus’ feet 
and thanks him.  

Jesus responds, “Get up and go on your 
way; your faith has made you well.” “To 
make well” is one translation; “To be saved” 
is another. Or as Marcus Borg would para-
phrase it, “Transformed”. 

Ten lepers were healed; one was trans-
formed. 

Transformed from one whose centre was 
‘self’ to one whose centre was God. 

And, finally, bringing this closer to 
home, I’m aware how seldom I reflect on my 
dependence on God’s grace. Grace in the 
created world, grace in my relationships, 
grace in my very existence. To be really 
aware of that can only lead to humility, and 
the knowledge that life – if it is to have 
meaning – must be a life of continual thanks.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

John 
Thompson 

 

Rogation Sunday 



     The Banner                                                                                24                                                                                June 2020 

 

 
 
R.I.P. 
Arlene Sleno 
 February 18, 2020 
 
Terrance (Terry) Hanyk 
 February 20, 2020 
 
Grace Bourne 
 March 2, 2020 
 
Rev. Canon J. Bain Peever 
 June 23, 2020 

Passages 

enthusiasm for the deep abiding Life that 
comes through Christ has not waned.  
John is filled with the light and life of 
God that he describes in the first chapter 
of his Gospel.  I invite you to read it with 
a sense of excitement and the enthusiasm 
of the New Life of Christ’s Resurrection. 

At this time of year, we affirm the 
power of life over death, of love over 
hate, of light in the darkness.  May we 
carry that affirmation into our world to 
spread hope and peace at this unusually 
dark time.  And let us do so in the name 
of Christ who brings New Life and 
Light, following the example of our pa-
tron Saint John the Evangelist.  Alleluia! 
Christ is Risen! 

(Continued from page 21) 

Patronal Feast of 
St. John the Evangelist 

 
 
 
 

All Sundays throughout the Summer 
 9:30 am  
 St. John’s Zoom Church Service 
  
 Online fellowship can be enjoyed 
 starting at 9:00 am, and after the 
 service ends at about 10:15 am 
  
 All are welcome! 
  
 Please contact Lyndon at 
 rector@stjohnslondon.ca 
 you need additional information on 
 how to join 
 
Sunday June 28, 2020 @10:am 
(approximately) 
 Congratulatory Video for 
 Graduating Students 
 Following the weekly 9:30 am 
 Zoom church service, Ilona Bevan 
 will show a video. 
 See page 4 for details. 
 
September 28 to October 3, 2020 
 2020 Photo Directory Sittings 
 See page 18 for additional details 
 
October 18 2020 
 Virtual (or Not) 5k 
 North London Fun Walk / Run  
 See page 14 for details. 

Upcoming Events 

Crossword Answers to puzzle on 
page 22 

 

Memorials 

Arlene Sleno Terry Hanyk Grace Bourne 

Memorials for Arlene Sleno, Terry Hanyk and Grace 
Bourne will appear in the next Banner this Fall.  
 

Anyone wishing to submit a brief St. John’s memory of 
any of these parishioners is welcome to forward them 
to the Banner for inclusion in that issue. 

New St. John’s Website 

Have you seen the totally 
re-designed St. John’s 
website? 
 
The top portion of Home 
Page is shown at left. 
 
Check it out at 
 
stjohnslondon.ca 

mailto:rector@stjohnslondon.ca
https://stjohnslondon.ca

